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By JAYSON JACOBY
Baker City Herald

BAKER CITY — Boise, 
Idaho-based Idaho Power 
has withdrawn all of the 10 
lawsuits it fi led this winter 
against Baker County land-
owners seeking access to 
their property to do sur-
veys related to the proposed 
Boardman-to-Hemingway 
transmission line project.

Attorneys for the com-
pany fi led the civil petitions 
between mid-December 
2021 and early February 
2022.

Idaho Power was asking 
a judge to order the land-
owners to allow access to 
their properties for a variety 
of surveys, including 
looking for certain wildlife 
and plant species.

The company sought 
to dismiss the lawsuits 
because “we were able to 
obtain rights-of-entry out 
of court from all of the 
Baker County landowners 

we requested it from,” 
Sven Berg, an Idaho Power 
spokesperson, said.

That was also the case 
with most of Idaho Pow-
er’s lawsuits fi led in other 
counties in Eastern Oregon, 
including Union, Umatilla 
and Morrow, Berg said.

In fi ve cases, however, 
there were court hearings, 
he said. Four of those were 
in Union County, and one 
in Morrow County.

In two cases, a judge 
granted Idaho Power a 
default judgment granting 
the company access for 
surveys.

Three others went to 
trial, Berg said. In two 
cases the court granted 
Idaho Power access for 
surveys.

One case, in Union 
County, remains open. The 
landowner in that case is 
516 Ranch Partnership.

Idaho Power has been 
working since 2007 on 
the Boardman-to-Hem-
ingway project, a 293-
mile, 500-kilovolt line 
that would run from near 
Boardman to Hemingway, 

near Murphy in Owyhee 
County, Idaho.

Although sections of 
the proposed route run 
through public property — 
Idaho Power has received 
permission from the fed-
eral government to do so 
— the line, as proposed, 

would also cross several 
dozen parcels of private 
land in multiple counties, 
including Baker, Union, 
Wallowa and Morrow in 
Oregon.

Idaho Power would have 
to pay private landowners 
for an easement to build 

the power line across their 
property. This would be a 
one-time payment, not an 
annual lease, according to 
www.boardmanto-
hemingway.org.

Berg said the line would 
aff ect about 30 private land-
owners in Baker County, 

who combined own about 
60 separate parcels.

Berg said Idaho Power 
does not pay for access 
to private property to do 
pre-construction surveys.

In each petition fi led 
in court, Idaho Power’s 
attorneys, Timothy Hel-
frich and Zach Olson, of 
the Yturri Rose fi rm in 
Ontario, state that either 
the company or its con-
tractor, Cornerstone 
Energy Inc. 21, acting on 
the company’s behalf, had 
“contacted the Respon-
dent several times to 
request access to survey, 
test, and sample the Prop-
erty. Respondent has 
not granted Idaho Power 
access to the Property.”

“Because construc-
tion on the B2H project is 
scheduled to start as early 
as 2023, Idaho Power must 
begin surveying, testing, 
and sampling the Property 
in 2022,” the petitions state.

Berg said Idaho Power 
typically sends three let-
ters to each property 
owner before fi ling peti-
tions in court.

Idaho Power gains access for surveys, withdraws lawsuits
One Union County 

case remains open

Baker City Herald, File

The proposed Boardman-to-Hemingway power line would follow the route of an existing line that crosses 

Highway 86 between Baker City and the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center.

By JOHN TILLMAN
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — The 
manager of the Pendleton 
UAS Range, Darryl Abling, 
reported the site is busier 
than ever.

Last year, the range had 
around 7,000 operations. 
This year, Abling said he 
expects 15,000 to 20,000.

“Despite the weather, as 
of the end of April, we’ve 
had 1,292 operations in 
2022,” he said. “When we 
fi nally get spring and into 
summer, we’ll fl y even more 
often.”

The test range has about 
15 unmanned aerial system 
clients with semi-perma-
nent leases and operating 
on a daily or weekly basis, 
according to Abling.

“We have several new 
clients whom I can’t talk 
about,” he said. “We get 
new people all the time, and 
the 15 here are expanding 
their operations.”

Nondisclosure agree-
ments bind Abling and the 
rest of the city from publicly 
disclosing specifi cs about 
the clients operating at the 
range.

The Pendleton UAS 

Range was awarded in 2013, 
but started off  slowly. Air 
Force veteran Abling came 
to Pendleton in 2016, after 
29 years with Northrop 
Grumman Corp., working 
on the B-2 stealth bomber in 
Southern California.

“I don’t want to go back,” 
he said. “Even to visit.”

The range in 2016 had 
only 54 operations, but its 
use started to take off  after 
Air Bus’ and the Navmar 
Applied Sciences Corpora-
tion’s programs arrived the 
following year.

Air Bus’ Vahana project 
was an all-electric, tilt-
wing vehicle demonstrator. 
The only fl yable Vahana in 
existence is in boxes at the 
Eastern Oregon Regional 
Airport, Pendleton. It spent 
two years in a San Francisco 
warehouse before returning 
to Pendleton. NASC’s Arc-
ticShark developed a cold 
weather drone.

Some range clients cur-
rently fl ying openly include 
Verizon Robotics, Cubic 
Corporation’s ISR Sys-
tems of San Diego, and two 
Columbia Gorge companies, 
Insitu, of Bingen, Wash-
ington, and Hood River’s 
Hood Tech Mechanical.

Started in a small garage 
in 1994, Insitu is now a sub-
sidiary of Boeing. It makes 
the widely used military 
ScanEagle drone and the 
Navy and Marine Corps’ 
larger RQ-21 Blackjack. 
Its neighbor, Hood Tech, 
produces the Flying Air 
Recovery System, which 
provides fi xed-wing drones 
with vertical takeoff  and 
landing capability.

“(Range staff ) have been 
terrifi c,” Hood Tech engi-
neer Cory Roeseler said. 
“They do a nice job.”

Hood Tech has fl own 
700 times during the years 
on the range with a perfect 
safety record. Hood Tech is 
working on FLARES 3.0 at 
Pendleton, a system capable 
of handling larger and 
heavier drones.

“It’s a challenge to 
integrate unmanned and 
manned fl ights in the 
same air space,” Roeseler 
said. “They do it as well 
as anyone. Better in fact. 
We’ve been all over, from 
the Army’s Yuma Proving 
Ground to Florida and 
everywhere in between. 
Pendleton does it the best.”

Pendleton’s range 
belongs to the Pan-Pacifi c 

UAS Test Range Complex, 
one of seven offi  cial FAA 
test sites in the country. 
Managed by the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks, the 
PPUTRC spans seven cli-
mate zones, allowing UAS 
manufacturers and potential 
users to test their equipment 
in the Arctic, the tropics 
and in arid environments. 
It encompasses ranges 
in Hawaii, California, 
Oregon, Kansas and Mis-
sissippi. Besides Pendleton, 
UAS test ranges in Oregon 
are at Warm Springs and 
Tillamook.

The other six Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion-approved ranges are in 
New York, Virginia, North 
Dakota, Texas, New Mexico 
and Nevada.

Pendleton UAS Range is busier than ever

East Oregonian, File

Delmar Aeorospace Corp. COO Stanley Springer speaks May 19, 2021, 

during an event announcing Blue Mountain Community College’s 

UAS program in a hangar at the Eastern Oregon Regional Airport, 

Pendleton. Darryl Abling, manager of the Pendleton drone test 

range, reports the range had about 7,000 operations in 2021 and 

expects to have 15,000 to 20,000 in 2022.
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1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 4/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale

House calls (let me come to you!) 
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available

All credit cards accepted

Mobile ServiceMobile Service
Outstanding
Computer Repair

Open for all your Fast & Reliable
Call or Text 24/7

 Dale Bogardus  541-297-5831

If your computer is 
in despair call Outstanding 

Computer Repair!

Fast & Reliable

Call or Text 24/7

Dale Bogardus  541-297-5831

Stay up-to-date with Microsoft’s most 
advanced operating system to date, 

Windows 11
Desktops and laptops in stock 

Or upgrade yours today for the best security!

Congressman Cliff Bentz
Congressman Greg Walden 

(retired)
Senator Bill Hansell
Representative Bobby Levy
Representative Greg Barreto 

(retired)
District Attorney Kelsie McDaniel
Sheriff Cody Bowen
Sheriff Steve Oliver (Retired)
Kelly Anderes
Wayla Lincoln
Alan & Michelle Duffy
Austin & Julie Hatley
Austin Arnoldus
Bill & Donna Tsiatsos
Blake Bars
Brett Baxter
Brett Rudd
Brett Wheeler
Brianna Moulton
Brock Eckstein
Bruce & Karen Kevan
Buck & Melissa Fullerton

Caden Hicks
Carson Greenwell
Cassie & John Miller-Petersen
Chad Mueller
Cheryl Martin
Chris & Linda Panike
Cody Vela
Colby Johnson
Cory & Kim Miller
Craig Beverage
Curtis Martin
Dale & Lisa Eisminger
Dale & Virginia Mamen
Dane & Cammee Jensen
Darci & Brad Sweet
Darcy Carreiro
Derek Cooper
Doug & Patty Hislop
Emma Combe
Frank Humber
Fred Hawkins
Gust & Karin Tsiatsos
Guy & Peggy Weishaar
Irwin Smutz

Isaac Insko
Jace Eisminger
Jake & Katie Hanson
Jake Seavert
Jamie Jo & Tony Haddock
Janet Rudd
Jaquin & Jade Grant
Jason & Bene Kehr
Jason Kehr
JD & Audra Cant
Jennifer Isley
Jennifer Schemm Williams
Jenny Bartell
Jess & Sheryln Roberts
Joe Neer
Joe Prummer
John & Deb Howard
Jon & Julie Hickerson
John Cuthberth
John Lamoreau
John Selman
John Wilson
Josh Diacetis
Josh Ridley

Justin Armstrong
Kat Naughton
Kelsey Fregulia
Ken & Aimee 

Patterson
Kyle McDaniel
Lara & Jon Paustian
Lindsay Warness
Logan McRea
Mardi Ford
Margarette Craig
Mark Simmons
Mat Miles
Matt Insko
Mauri deLint
Maurizio Valerio
Mike & Tamarah Rysavy
Mike & Tracy Partney
Mike Billman
Molly King
Monte Reed
Morgan Olson
Nathan Weishaar
Neil Roberson

OCA President Todd Nash
Odin Miller
Patrick Flynn
Patty Bingaman
Paul Swigert
Pete & Katie Trick
Rob Beck
Rob Lane
Robert Minarich
Ronald Bruce
Ryan Rodighiero
Sam & Reva Hartenstein
Sondra & Bill Rosholt
Scott Bisenius & Melinda 

Becker-Bisenius
Scott Newman
Scott Wilkinson
Shawn Bingaman
Sherry Haeger
Susan Bunch

Suzannah Moore-Heman
Teresa Stratton
Tony & Jamie Haddock
Triangle W Farms
Tyler Brooks
Vince & Robin Naughton
Warner Wasley
Wilson Zehr
Zach Wilson

ENDORSED BY

Paid for by the Committee to Re-elect Paul Anderes


