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Donating time
to lend a hand

rea residents will secure an oppor-

tunity to give back to the commu-

nity and help make a difference this
weekend during Idaho Power’s annual Hells
Canyon Clean Up event.

Volunteers are asked to convene at the Oxbow
School before 9 a.m. Saturday and then journey
out to pick up trash along the Snake River, roads
and campgrounds.

As an added plus, there will be a free barbecue
for volunteers at Idaho Power’s Copperfield Park
at the end of the day.

No doubt the event is in a secluded spot but
that shouldn’t deter people who want to help.
The Hells Canyon Clean Up event is one that is
needed, and it is a good way for locals who care
about our great landscapes to help out.

We'd all like to believe such programs are
unnecessary but, unfortunately they are not.
While we often take for granted the towering
vistas and beautiful country we are so fortunate
to see every day, we also all have some respon-
sibility to ensure those cherished panoramas
remain pristine.

Volunteers are a crucial part of the overall
health of a community. We need people to step
up and give their time when they can. Volunteer
work can be one of the most rewarding actions
we can do, and it pays off in a variety of unseen
ways over a long period of time.

We are all busy. Our schedules are filled
with jobs and families, and it can appear that
squeezing a few hours or a day to help out to be
an impossible task.

Yet just donating a few hours as a volunteer
can make a real difference. The list of venues
that need volunteers is long — from food banks
to cleanup projects — and the need never fades.
That is why it is so important for those of us who
can to donate some time.

An effort like the Hells Canyon Clean Up is an
excellent method to help the community and the
region while ensuring the landscape we all value
remains vibrant.

If you can, lend a hand.
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Jump on the wagon —
school bond May vote is
culmination of 2-year process

Thank you, Phil Myer, for speaking
up and letting us know, as bond sup-
porters, where we are falling short of
our efforts to educate all voters on the
details of bond measure 31-105 (The
Observer, letters to the editor, April
12). We would be the first to admit this
bond package is a bit hard to believe,
perhaps generating a feeling of “too
good to be true.” With that said, please
know that this measure will not extend
the term of the original bond passed by
voters in 2014. The bonds will still pay
off in 2035 as initially intended and the
2021/2022 tax rate of $1.93 per $1,000
of assessed value will not be exceeded
during the life of the bonds.

If approved, the $4.845 million
will be used as the required match
for an Oregon school facility grant of
$4 million, bringing the total invest-
ment in facilities to $8.845 million.
Hard to believe? Yes, it is, but it is
absolutely true.

Perhaps voters would also be inter-
ested in knowing the May 17 vote is
the culmination of a two-year process.
Once the La Grande School District
board members realized the poten-
tial savings from the refinance of the
existing bonds in early 2020, they
set their sights on Oregon’s matching
grant. LGSD was ranked number 75
on the state’s “need list”, but many
districts with better rankings had
already passed bonds and received the
grant (including Union, Imbler, North
Powder, Enterprise, Wallowa and
Baker), so there was hope even though
funds are limited.

To determine if the district could
qualify, an outside firm was hired to
help complete the required facilities
assessment and long-range plan, with
other grants covering the cost of this
work. The process was completed
in November 2021 and the school

OH.. AND WERE ALSO TAKING
AWAY YOUR OTHER

RIGHT TO CHOOSE!

EDITORIALS

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of The
Observer editorial board. Other columns, let-

ters and cartoons on this page express the opin-
ions of the authors and not necessarily that of The
Observer.

LETTERS

+ The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. We
edit letters for brevity, grammar, taste and legal
reasons. We will not publish consumer complaints
against businesses, personal attacks against pri-
vate individuals or comments that can incite vio-
lence. We also discourage thank-you letters.

« Letters should be no longer than 350 words

and must be signed and carry the author’s name,
address and phone number (for verification only).
We will not publish anonymous letters.

of bond measure 31-105 is the final
requirement.

This could easily be a once in a life-
time opportunity, so please “jump on
the wagon,” as suggested by Phil. Let’s
all vote yes on Measure 31-105 and con-
tinue investing in LGSD facilities, at no
additional cost to taxpayers. To learn
more, visit www.citizensforschool-
renovations.com.

Chris Panike
La Grande

School district bond won't
impact household budgets

There are always reasons to oppose
any request for approval of bond mea-
sures that may have a financial impact
on our current family budgets. I
encourage our community to look for
the many reasons to support the cur-
rent request for the bond measure to
replace the aged middle school annex.

Our school board and the school
district’s budget committee have for-
mulated a proposed plan to replace a
crumbling facility for which repair is
no longer a prudent option. The pro-
posal recognizes the sensitive issue
of financial impact on our household
budgets by redoing the district’s cur-
rent bond measures so that the con-
struction of this needed building

« Letter writers are limited to one letter every two
weeks.

- Longer community comment columns, such as
Other Views, must be no more than 700 words.
Writers must provide a recent headshot and a
one-sentence biography. Like letters to the editor,
columns must refrain from complaints against
businesses or personal attacks against private indi-
viduals. Submissions must carry the author’s name,
address and phone number.

« Submission does not guarantee publication,
which is at the discretion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:
letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jefferson Ave., La Grande,
OR 97850

This is not an extravagant pro-
posal. Our community not just our
schoolchildren will make productive
use this facility.

Monk Kalemba
La Grande

McQuisten may be just the
candidate for you

We are supporting Kerry McQuisten
for governor. We have known Kerry
since she was in grade school at Burnt
River/Unity.

Kerry is a seventh-generation Ore-
gonian. She grew up on a cattle ranch in
Eastern Oregon, so she understands the
rural part of Oregon. She had the oppor-
tunity to live and work overseas before
returning stateside to complete her edu-
cation at Willamette University. She has
had a chance to experience both city and
rural living and is now back in Baker
City, where she owns her own pub-
lishing company, is mayor of Baker City
and is raising her two daughters.

Kerry has campaigned in all 36 coun-
ties in Oregon to listen to the concerns of
all Oregonians. She cares.

If you want someone who has good
common sense with conservative values,
and someone who will stand up and
fight to get our Oregon back, then Kerry
McQuisten is just the candidate for you.
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