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Teen son struggles after family’s move to new state

helped. My husband and I love it

TUESDAY, APRIL 26,2022

ticularly because cliques have stantly and viciously degrades he badmouths his ex-wife mer-

DEAR here. In fact, our son loves every-  already formed. Before packing his brother in text messages. His cilessly. He’s an adult, so I can’t
ABBY thing except his lack of a social your bags, talk with your son’s anger level is so high that on force him to seek mental health
ADVICE life (beyond texting, FaceTiming  teachers and counselors about Christmas Eve two years ago, help. Is there anything I can do?

why he has had problems inte-
grating there. They may be able
to offer some important insight.
However, if they cannot do
that and you are prepared to make
the move when the school term
is over, do it. Being treated as an
outcast isn’t good for anyone’s
mental health, and while it might
benefit your son to learn to adapt,
he might do better academically
if you put him in a friendlier
environment.

while he was visiting from a
neighboring state with his wife,
he declared, “F— this family!”
and stalked out, leaving his wife,
my husband and me stunned.
Since then, his wife has
divorced him, he’s been rear-ended
in a car wreck due to road rage,
lost his job and alienated himself
from our family. Online research
I’ve done indicates he’s narcis-
sistic. Last month, I texted him

We no longer communicate, but a
mother can’t erase love and con-
cern for her child. — WORN
OUT IN WYOMING

DEAR WORN OUT: Your
son is deeply troubled, and for that
you have my sympathy. For the
sake of your own mental health,
I strongly recommend you con-
sult a licensed mental health pro-
fessional. You can’t diagnose your
son’s problem, and neither can 1.
You also cannot force him into

and playing video games with his
old friends).

We work from home, so it
would be an option for us to tem-
porarily return so he can finish
his remaining two years of high
school in our original state. He
has always been very social, so
we are surprised he hasn’t made
new friends. Should we push him
to keep trying? Or is moving
back for two years the best for his

DEAR ABBY: Because of
frustration with our state’s sub-
stantial COVID restrictions and
our teen son’s struggles with
remote learning, we moved to
another state. At the time, our
son was excited to move (we kept
asking him to make sure). How-
ever, we are now nearly through
the school year and he still hasn’t

made new friends. He’s depressed

and wants to move back.
He plays a sport and has a

part-time job, but neither have

(and our) mental well-being? —

WANTS THE BEST FOR HIM
DEAR WANTS: Moving

during one’s teens isn’t easy, par-

DEAR ABBY: I have two
grown sons who are 13 months
apart. The younger, age 44, con-

my concern that he’d walked off

his job, which unleashed an angry

tirade against his brother and me.
Everything is our fault, and

therapy before he’s ready to admit
that he needs it. Please don’t wait
to do this. I know you are hurting.

By GENE JOHNSON

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A surge in
robberies at licensed can-
nabis shops — including
a pistol-whipping, gun-
shots and killings in Wash-
ington state last month —
is helping fuel a renewed
push for federal banking
reforms that would make the
cash-dependent stores a less
appealing target.

“It makes absolutely no
sense that legal businesses
are being forced to operate
entirely in cash, and it’s dan-
gerous — and sometimes
even fatal — for employees
behind the register,” Wash-
ington Sen. Patty Murray,
the third-ranking Democrat
in the Senate, said in a state-
ment emailed to The Asso-
ciated Press.

Although 18 states have
legalized the recreational
use of marijuana, and 37
allow its medical use, it
remains illegal under fed-
eral law. Because of that,
big banks and credit card
companies have long been
reluctant to work with the

industry, leaving the busi-
nesses heavily reliant on
cash and making them
attractive marks for robbers.

On the annual 4/20 mar-
jjuana holiday Wednesday,
April 20, Murray held a
news conference at Salal
Credit Union to say she
will prioritize marijuana
banking reform as part of
her work as a key negoti-
ator on a conference com-
mittee that is ironing out
differences in House and
Senate versions of a major
federal competitiveness and
innovation bill.

Cannabis industry activ-
ists said they consider her
announcement an important
signal that after years of
work, the banking issue
might finally get resolved
this year, allowing financial
institutions to handle mari-
juana money in states where
it is legal without fear of
federal prosecution, loss of
their federal deposit insur-
ance or other penalties.

There recently has
been a massive spike in
the robberies for reasons
that aren’t entirely clear.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Pot shop robberies, deaths fuel calls for US banking bill

Dozens of cannabis busi-
nesses in the San Francisco
Bay Area were hit last fall
in a wave of attacks that
sometimes appeared coor-
dinated. Industry trackers
in Washington state have
reported at least 80 so far
this year, mostly in the
Puget Sound region.
While dispensaries are
frequent targets for rob-

Ted S. Warren/The Associated Press
Security guard Austin MacMath wears a gun on his belt, Tuesday,
April 19, 2022, while working outside Mary Mart, a marijuana store
in Tacoma, Wash. A surge in robberies at licensed cannabis shops
in Washington state is helping fuel a renewed push for federal
banking reforms that would make the cash-dependent stores a less
appealing target.

beries, the spate in Wash-
ington is helping drive

the national conversation
about banking reform. Last
month, a suspect shot and
killed an employee at a can-
nabis store in Tacoma; an
ID checker shot and killed a
robber in Covington; Seattle
police shot and killed a sus-
pect following a robbery in
Bellevue; and a robber pis-

tol-whipped a worker at an
Everett shop.

In the last few days,
police have arrested a
15-year-old boy and a
16-year-old boy in the
killing of employee Jordan
Brown, 29, at Tacoma’s
World of Weed. Authorities
said the pair were respon-
sible for at least 10 other
armed robberies, including
several at pot shops.

“The number of these
robberies is shocking,”
said David Postman, the
chairman of the Washington
Liquor and Cannabis Board.

The board in the past
month has held public safety
discussions with retailers,
recruited law enforcement
to talk to retailers about best
practices, and worked with
state financial regulators to
highlight local banks and
credit unions that work with
the industry as well as third-
party vendors that cannabis
retailers can use to conduct
cashless phone transactions.

Marijuana shops that
can afford it have hired pri-
vate security guards, some-
times at costs of more than

$50,000 a month for a
round-the-clock detail, said
Adan Espino, executive
director of the Craft Can-
nabis Coalition, which rep-
resents more than 60 retail
stores in Washington. Some
of the businesses have tried
to hire guards, only to find
that security companies are
completely booked, he said.

Espino said he’s pushing
for state lawmakers to give
tax credits to cannabis
stores that have to shell out
money for security.

Mary Mart, a cannabis
outlet in Tacoma, hired
armed security in March
after it was robbed twice in
two months — including,
police say, by the two teens
who days later killed Brown.
Budtender Amara Barnes,
who was not present for either
robbery, said she and other
employees had their hours cut
to help offset the cost.

“It’s scary. I had worked
here for four years without
any kind of incident,”
Barnes said. “To have a
couple kids come in and
do that, it really shakes the
confidence.”
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Stressless® Mary shown in Paloma Sand
Stressless® Max shown in Paloma Espresso

* See store for details.
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AMERICAN
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HELLO SPRING.

HELLO SAVINGS.
APRIL 15 - MAY 31

Sun. 12 noon-4 pm

1520 ADAMS AVENUE La GRANDE, OREGON 97850 (541) 963-4144 « 838-449-2704

* Free Delivery ¢ In-Store Credit
* 70 Store Buying Power
» Decorating Assistance




