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down for the season, and 
the Blazers had decided that 
losing would be more ben-
eficial than fighting for a 
berth into the play-in round.

Although this strategy 
might ultimately pay off, 
it doesn’t mean Cronin 
always felt at ease with the 
path he chose.

“I still feel uncomfort-
able about it,” he said. “We 
have a really competitive 
group. We didn’t want to 
lose ball games. Sometimes 
it’s necessary. Sometimes 
you have to go with your 
youth movement ... This, 
theoretically, is a really 
quick step backward. We’re 
not looking at two, three, 
four years of this. So, that 
makes it easier. But as far 
as the discomfort, the will-
ingness to accept losing, 
that was really hard for us 
and continues to be.”

The path to simply 
becoming competitive 
again won’t require much. 
After all, most of the crew 
that finished the season 
2-21 will not be in the reg-
ular rotation next season.

Lillard is on the road 
to a full recovery and has 
already spoken about how 
much better his body feels 
after sitting out the last 
three months of the season. 
Josh Hart, Justise Winslow 
and Nassir Little estab-
lished themselves as legit-
imate rotation pieces. Plus, 
Anfernee Simons and Jusuf 
Nurkic, at their best, had 
the Blazers winning games 
without Lillard before the 
All-Star break.

While Nurkic and 
Simons are not under con-
tract for next season, the 
Blazers have prioritized 
re-signing both.

“He is the type of player 
that we definitely want to 
build around,” Cronin said 

of Nurkic, who will be an 
unrestricted free agent.

Simons will become a 
restricted free agent, and 
although Cronin said he 
expects the guard to receive 
offers from other teams, the 
Blazers plan to be proac-
tive in locking him in with 
a long-term extension.

“I like our talent base, 
we need more,” Cronin 
said.

Adding impact players 
via free agency or trade has 
been an Achilles’ heel for 
the franchise for decades, 
and something that dogged 
Neil Olshey, the team’s 
former president of basket-
ball operations.

It’s one thing to have 
flexibility. It’s another to 
recruit and sign players that 
will make a difference.

Billups and Cronin 
said that there is no firm 
strategy in place beyond 
simply getting into the 
room with prospective free 
agents, including Lillard in 
the recruiting process, and 
trying to convince pros-
pects they could flourish in 
Portland.

“It’s a generic plan 
where we’re going to be 
a united group and we’re 
going to be ourselves,” 
Cronin said. “And we’re 
going to be confident in 
that room.”

Billups said he is con-
fident that the Blazers can 
lure high-end talent — and 
the former NBA All-Star 
believes he can help make 
it happen.

“I know and I believe 
that a lot of players in the 
league want to play for 
somebody like me,” he 
said. “I just believe that. A 
former player who under-
stands the cadence of the 
NBA. Understands what’s 
important in terms of 
playing, rest. A dude that’s 
going to hold you account-
able without being disre-
spectful towards you.”
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seen a major shift in the 
momentum of the program.

Eastern is 30-11 on the 
year and 16-5 in conference 
play, just three games back 
of first-place Oregon Tech. 
The Mountaineers have 12 
games remaining on the 
schedule, four of which are 
against the Hustlin’ Owls. 
With the conference tour-
nament and potential NAIA 
tournament appearance 
on the horizon, Eastern is 
within reach of the pro-
gram’s all-time single- 
season win mark of 41 set 
in 1999.

“We’re putting our-
selves in a great place to 
get to the CCC and possibly 
nationals, you never know 
how the rankings will play 
out,” Christian said. “We’re 
just playing it day-by-day in 
regards to the games we’ve 
got left and who we’re 
facing.”

Solid on the mound, 
balanced at bat

A big part of the Moun-
taineers’ success has been 
the team’s solid pitching 
staff, led by senior Amanda 
Smith.

Eastern’s ace is currently 
13-4 on the year, a win total 
that is second highest in the 
Cascade Collegiate Con-
ference. Smith is fifth in 
the conference with a 1.82 
ERA, fourth in opposing 
batting average at .197, third 
in innings thrown with 119, 
second in strikeouts with 100 
and third with three saves. 
The senior was arguably at 
her best all season on Friday, 
April 1, against Warner 
Pacific, throwing a five-in-
ning no-hitter.

On top of Smith’s consis-
tent outings in the pitcher’s 
circle, Abby Giles and Mc- 
Kenna Stallings have totaled 
seven wins each. Giles ranks 
second in the conference 
with a 1.54 ERA and fifth 
in opposing batting average 
at .206. According to Chris-

tian, Giles has been a crucial 
player this year in being able 
to step in and provide com-
posed innings during a bas-
es-loaded jam or a difficult 
pitching situation.

“She has been our work-
horse,” Christian said. “Abby 
has just been that girl that 
goes in there with a stellar 
attitude and takes care of 

business. She’s been our 
savior numerous times this 
year.”

On the offensive side, 
Eastern has seen balanced 
plate production across its 
lineup. With no major stand-
outs atop the conference 
individual stat rankings, the 
Mountaineers have entered 
games with the mentality 

that any player can step up 
when called upon.

“We’re spread out and at 
any given moment one of 
our athletes can do damage,” 
Christian said. “We love that 
with our program — we can 
look at our lineup and know 
that anyone can get it done.”

Gaining momentum
The Mountaineers 

earned monumental victories 
in early April, defeating No. 5 
College of Idaho in two con-
secutive games. The Moun-
taineers lost two home games 
to their rivals in late March, 
but bounced back to even the 
season series.

While Christian noted 
that the team takes the season 
one game at a time, the vic-
tory over a conference pow-
erhouse had a positive impact 
on the team’s morale and 
momentum.

“That series was huge,” 
the coach said. “It definitely 
was a good testament. They 
have a great program with 
good pitching. Being able to 

go on the road and executive 
what we wanted to do was a 
great momentum builder.”

Moving into the final seg-
ments of the regular season, 
Christian stated that the 
remaining schedule will be 
ideal for getting the team’s 
players into the best form 
heading into the postseason. 
Eastern’s final three series are 
all on weekends, allowing for 
recovery and practice during 
the weekdays as opposed to 
travel and competitions.

The Mountaineers are set 
to travel to Bellevue, Wash-
ington, to face Northwest 
in a four-game series begin-
ning on April 15. Eastern will 
have a crucial four-game slate 
against top-ranked confer-
ence opponent Oregon Tech, 
before closing out the reg-
ular season with a four-game 
home series against Carroll.

“We’ve got our hands full 
these next three weeks, but 
we’re just taking it one game 
at a time,” Christian said. 
“We expect a battle every 
weekend in our conference.”
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Eastern’s Taylor Dow (5) connects with a pitch during the second 

game of a doubleheader with Providence University on Friday, March 

25, 2022, in La Grande. The Mountaineers swept the series.
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Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100
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$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 
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FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E
 N

ATIO
N

’S

 
 
 
 
G

U

T
T

E R  G U
A

R
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
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1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia
ARE YOU AT RISK?

According to a new study by Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and the National Institute on Aging, men 

and women with hearing loss are much more likely to develop dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. People with severe 

hearing loss, the study reports, were 5 times more likely to develop dementia than those with normal hearing. 

Free Public Service!

3-Days Only! All of the tests are FREE!

Free

Free

Your hearing will be electronically tested* 
and you will be shown how your hearing compares to normal hearing.

Your ears will be examined with a video otoscope*
to determine if your hearing problem may just be excess wax. 

In-store demonstration of the newest Miracle-Ear technology
so you can hear the improvement for yourself!

Free

IS IT TIME FOR A HEARING TEST?
TAKE THIS QUIZ TO FIND OUT...

Do you feel that people mumble or do not 
speak clearly?
Do you turn the TV up louder than others 
need to?

Do family or friends get frustrated when you 
ask them to repeat themselves? 

Do you have trouble understanding the 
voices of women or small children when 
they are speaking?

Is it hard to follow the conversation in noisy 
places like parties, crowded restaurants or 
family get-togethers?

If you’ve answered “Yes” to any one of these questions, there’s good news!
Miracle-Ear can help! Don’t wait another moment. Call us today. 

“Hearing loss, left untreated can lead to serious problems such as loneliness and isolation.”

Mention Code: 22AprDementia

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to 
$4,000 every 4 years. Call for eligibility status. 

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. 
Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust to amplification. 
Pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement, the aids must be returned within 30 days of completion of fitting in satisfactory condition for a full refund.

Visit us Online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Offer Ends April 18th!
Don’t Wait! Call and make your 

appointment today!

La Grande
111 Elm St 

La Grande, OR 97850
(541) 605-2109

Baker City
2021 Washington Ave
Baker City, OR 97814

(541) 239-3782

Enterprise
113 1/2 Front E Main St
Enterprise, OR 97828

(541) 239-3877
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Have you noticed a change in your 

ability to remember?
“The more hearing loss you have, the greater the likelihood 

of developing dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. Hearing 
aids could delay or prevent dementia by improving the 
patient’s hearing.” -2011 Study by Johns Hopkins University 

School of Medicine and the National Institute of Aging
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