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EDITORIALS

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of The Observer editorial 

board. Other columns, letters and 

cartoons on this page express the 

opinions of the authors and not 

necessarily that of The Observer.

LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes letters 

to the editor. We edit letters for 

brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We will not publish con-

sumer complaints against busi-

nesses, personal attacks against 

private individuals or comments 

that can incite violence. We also 

discourage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer than 

350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number (for verifi -

cation only). We will not publish 

anonymous letters.

• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Longer community comment 

columns, such as Other Views, 

must be no more than 700 words. 

Writers must provide a recent 

headshot and a one-sentence 

biography. Like letters to the 

editor, columns must refrain from 

complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private 

individuals. Submissions must 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number.

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the discre-

tion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Tuesday, April 5, 2022 

OUR VIEW

Opinion A4

YOUR VIEWS

Voting no on May school 
bond will hurt kids, 
community

I am a local business owner who 
has been in La Grande since 2000. 
I fully support and will vote Yes for 
Bond 31-105, which would allow 
the school district to build a new 
multi-use building. There is a ton 
of misinformation fl oating around 
about this bond. It will not raise your 
taxes and a No vote will only hurt 
our kids and the community.

I did not support the mandatory 
masks for the kids, and I did not agree 
with the way the board and super-
intendent dealt with COVID issues, 
but the bond is separate from that. I 
have two kids, one in the new Central 
school and one in the middle school, 
and they use the Annex often. This 
building must be replaced, and this 
bond gives us the ability to do that.

This new building will greatly 
increase sports, recreation and 
events in a way that we don’t have 
the ability to do now. The new 
building will also address ADA 
accessibility, which the current 
Annex does not provide.

Paul Swigert
La Grande

School bond will improve 
handicap accessibility

When I suddenly found myself 
in a wheelchair, my perspective 
on many things in life changed. I 
suppose I was peripherally aware 
of handicap access, but now it is a 
daily need. As a whole our commu-
nity is probably not much diff erent 
from other rural communities, 
developed before access for people 
with disabilities was considered.

So, we have streets without side-
walks, sidewalks without curb 
cuts, businesses with steps at the 
front door. And, we have old school 
buildings that are not accessible. 
Retrofi tting to accommodate all 
these needs is expensive and takes 
a lot of planning.

I serve on the La Grande Traffi  c, 
Streets and Sidewalks committee 
with an eye toward improving 
streets, sidewalks and handicap 
access. We have developed a long-
range plan for this work.

I am a retired educator, former 
principal at Central Elementary 
School, and I now serve on the 
La Grande School Board. The 
work of the board is diverse but 
focused on providing the best edu-

cation we can for the kids. Facil-
ities play a role in this work. We 
have some really nice buildings, 
some recently built and updated 
thanks to a voter-passed bond. 
They are fully accessible. We have 
some really old buildings that we 
still use such as the Annex up by 
the Middle School. It is in need of 
a major upgrade and it is not hand-
icap accessible. The school district 
has conducted a facilities study 
and found it to be less expensive to 
replace the Annex than to fi x it.

In May a bond will be before 
the voters that, if approved, 
will allow the district to build a 
replacement facility, one that will 
better serve the needs of the stu-
dents and families and citizens 
of our community. And it will 
be handicap accessible! And, as 
an added bonus, the bond will be 
combined with a state grant and 
our tax rates will not go up.

I urge you to study this bond 
measure and vote “Yes.” As a hand-
icapped citizen of La Grande, I 
look forward to being able to roll 
into this wonderful new building 
and watch our kids compete.

Bruce Kevan
La Grande

C
ooperation between diff erent stakeholders 
and groups with contrasting ideologies 
is all too often an unmet goal, but the 

recent news that the Upper Grande Ronde Water-

shed Partnership Place-Based Integrated Water 

Resources Plan was recognized by the state 

shows what success can be if patrons with dif-

ferent views work together.

The plan, at least six years in the making, 

essentially tackles the thorny problem of meeting 

the water needs of the region in the Upper 

Grande Ronde Basin. The blueprint furnishes 

a number of innovative ideas — from utilizing 

aboveground storage to widening sections of 

specifi c waterways.
The important element of the plan and its ideas 

is they would all be executed within existing 

environmental laws. There will be no rush to 

build dams or throw up reservoirs or damage 

streambanks. Instead, the plan will be used as a 

foundation for a viable, and methodical approach 

to water availability in the future.

The plan is also notable because of the way it 

was designed. A host of diff erent agencies and 
groups — from the Union County Farm Bureau 

to the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation to area farmers and ranchers — gave 

input on it.

That type of cooperation should be a template 

for the future, not just in Union County but across 

the state and beyond.

The idea to bring a diverse group of people 

with varying and competing interests together 

to iron out a plan that focuses on the environ-

ment isn’t new, but it isn’t always successful. 

The watershed partnership is a visible example 

of everyone managing to work together toward a 

common goal.

Something similar occurred in nearby Malheur 

County where U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, 

D-Oregon, worked with a coalition of conser-

vations and ranchers and residents to create a 

framework to safeguard the Owyhee Canyon-

lands. Wyden’s eff ort showed ideological diff er-
ences can be put aside to create a compromise 

over a highly contested environmental issue.

Compromise means not everyone gets exactly 

what they want, as is and was the case in 

southern Malheur County, but the Canyonlands 

plan and the Upper Grande Ronde Watershed 

blueprint should be in the front of the environ-

mental management playbook going forward.

Both plans show that we can, indeed, work 

together to reach a goal that does what we all 

want — manage our natural resources in a 

responsible manner.

Compromise 
key to reaching 
shared goals
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