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There’s plenty to chew on after dinner with in-laws

| DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: I once hosted
a holiday dinner for which I had
made a ham and a turkey with all
the sides and three different pies.
I even made a special mince pie
for one of the guests. The guests
— my brothers-in-law, my brother
and his family of four and his
mother-in-law — all showed up
carrying empty Tupperware. At
the end of the day, all I had left
was dirty dishes.

The same family then invited
me and my husband for a hol-
iday dinner. My husband wasn’t

feeling well and couldn’t go.
When I asked my sister-in-law if
I could take a plate home for him,
she said, “Nope! If he doesn’t
want to come to the house, he
can’t have any of the food.” Yes,
Abby, she was serious.

My sister-in-law cooks the
meat she received as a gift from
her employer, and the rest of the
guests prepare the sides and des-
serts. I never go empty-handed.
At the end of the meal, she trans-
fers any leftovers to their own
Tupperware and gives us back the
cleaned bowls. If I ask for a little
of something to take home, she
protects her leftovers like they
were her children.

What’s your take on leftovers?
Is asking for a little fruit salad

off limits? Is relieving your host
of the burden of storing all of
their leftovers out of line? Are
there rules of etiquette here? —
HOPING FOR A SANDWICH
LATER

DEAR HOPING: If you
would like the living, breathing
definition of presumptuous guests
and ungracious hosts, look no
further than your in-laws’ con-
tact file. The fault, however, may
not lie solely with them. If this
has happened more than once and
you cannot summon the courage
to tell these greedy folks to put
away their Tupperware and help
with the dishes, you can’t blame
them for assuming you don’t mind
being imposed upon in this way.

As to the sister-in-law who

refused to allow you to bring any
of her food to your sick husband,
I wouldn’t blame you if you chose
not to grace her table again after
telling her the reason why.

DEAR ABBY: [ am an
adopted 17-year-old high school
senior, and I live with four people
who all have a disability. [ want to
move out when I’'m 18 if I am able
to. I have several older brothers
and sisters, but they each have a
family to take care of. My oldest
brother is in his 60s, and my
youngest in his 40s.

I don’t want to seem selfish for
wanting to live independently, but
I don’t know how to tell them. I
don’t know how to tell them any-
thing because, in the past, they
haven’t listened to me. If you have

any advice on how to tell them, |
would be very grateful. — NER-
VOUS GIRL IN NEW YORK
DEAR NERVOUS GIRL:
I wish you had mentioned when
you will be turning 18, because at
that point you will be legally enti-
tled to live wherever you wish,
and your parents and siblings will
HAVE to “listen to you.”
Because you are determined to
move, it is crucial that you start
preparing now. You will need
to find a job so you can afford a
security deposit and pay for rent,
food, etc. You may also have to
find roommates until you can
afford a place that is all your own.
A counselor at school may be able
to guide you, particularly if you
plan to continue your education.
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The metal catch to the
creel’s lid is missing and
a “rolled” strip of leather
designed to secure the
shoulder strap has worn
in two. There’s a small
gap across the front where
strands of willow have
worked loose. A quick
inventory of required

TURKEY
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wild-turkey-in-oregon/skill/
turkey-hunting-in-oregon.
* A face mask or cam-

bowhunter’s check list.

* Proper clothing. This
includes clothing appro-
priate for the weather, and

What to bring on the a camouflage pattern that

hunt matches the seasonal vege-
ODFW has a list of sug-  tation, as well as comfort-

gested gear for turkey able, supportive boots.

hunters on its website —

https:/myodfw.com/learn/  Field dressing

collection/how-to-hunt- All you need to gut a

turkey is a simple pocket
knife. Cut through the thin
skin of the stomach from
the bottom of the breast-

components shows the
need for 6 inches of
leather to replace the
worn handle, 12 inches of
half-inch wide strapping
for buckling the shoulder
harness, and 2 feet of
strap leather to secure the
creel around my waist.
The brass buckles have
patina and can be reused.

I’ve fashioned sev-
eral personal objects from
leather: cowhide belts,
deer skin moccasins, and
a leather scabbard for an
8-inch hunting knife — to
name a few. [ once built a
western-style coffee table
covered with cowhide
scraps; each piece carefully
cut to match. Restoring
Grandpa’s creel to good
working condition is a
welcome challenge. Cut
leather to proper width and
length, punch holes, attach
snaps and rivets. That [
can do.

The first order of busi-
ness is to rub a liberal
amount of Neatsfoot oil
into badly cracked leather
trim. [ order a replacement
shoulder strap with correct
dimensions ($35 plus $10
shipping) from a fly shop
in Wyoming. The brass
buckle and tongue piece
are salvaged from the orig-
inal shoulder strap and a
rear handle is fashioned
from a short piece of rolled
cowhide. The circa 1940
metal studs still function
as if new. While not muse-

um-quality, Grandpa’s
creel is ready for action.
The old fish basket is
a basket of memories, a
keeper of faith, a vessel
of my hopes and dreams.
With stream trout season
soon in my headlights,
I long to hike up a fern-
shrouded trail, inhale the
honey sweet fragrance of
mock orange, and watch

butterflies flutter around

a trailside seep. I want to
place a Royal Coachman
Bucktail (Grandpa Har-
ry’s favorite pattern) where
moss-covered boulders

Dennis Dauble/Contributed Photo
Grandpa Harry'’s fish box rides in the backseat along with my fly rod, reel, and journal.

tail against inside willow
weave is sure to leave a
sweet fragrance to remind
of days gone by.

Dennis Dauble is

ouflage face paint. Turkeys
have keen eyesight so you’ll
want to cover your entire
face and neck with some-
thing camouflage that’s
comfortable to wear. Bow-
hunters often prefer camo
face paint that won’t get
hung up in the bow string
like some masks can.

* Gloves or camouflage
paint for your hands. Same
reason as above.

* Something to sit on.

It could be a simple pad

if you’re shotgun hunting
from in front of a tree, to a
small stool if you’re bow-
hunting from a ground
blind.

* A ground blind to
help hide any movement
that might spook a turkey.
Ground blinds are almost
essential for beginning
bowhunters. It’s hard to
draw back a bow without
moving at least a little. At
the same time, shotgun
hunters also will enjoy the
comfort and effectiveness
of hunting from a ground
blind.

* A pair of binoculars to
spot turkeys, and to mea-
sure the length of their
beards. Binoculars also can
help you study the terrain
and plan your next move.

* A rangefinder, if

split the rush of swift cur- author of five books you’re a bowhunter.

rent, set the hook on a pan-  about fishing and fishing, When it comes to accu-
size “keeper,” and shove it including his latest, racy, knowing the dis-
through the square opening  Chasing Ghost Trout. tance to your target is crit-

of the creel’s lid. The
steady beat of the trout’s

Contact him on his website
DennisDaubleBooks.com.

ical. A decent rangefinder
should be at the top of any

bone to the anus. Keep your
cut shallow to avoid cutting
into the internal organs.
Open the body cavity by
pulling the legs and thighs
back and away from the
breast muscles.

Next, grab the gizzard
and remove it followed by a
handful of other organs. Be
sure to remove every bit of
the lungs. They sit against
the back, beneath a subcu-
taneous tissue that holds
them tightly against the ribs
and spine. You’ll need to
use your fingertip or finger-
nail to get between the ribs
and under the lungs, so you
can fully remove them.

Remove the heart and
lower intestinal tract. If
you want to save the heart,
liver and gizzard put them
a sealable bag and get them
in a cooler. Last, remove
the trachea and esophagus.
You might need to give
them a good yank.

Once the body cavity
is empty, let it air dry.
Don’t rinse it with water as
that will promote bacteria
growth. If you need to rinse
away some blood, be sure
to blot the turkey dry when
you're done.

If you want to do any
further butchering in the
field, Oregon bird hunting
regulations require at least
the head or one fully-feath-
ered wing remain attached
to the turkey while in field
or during transport.
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