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EDITORIALS

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of The Observer editorial 

board. Other columns, letters and 

cartoons on this page express the 

opinions of the authors and not 

necessarily that of The Observer.

LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes letters 

to the editor. We edit letters for 

brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We will not publish con-

sumer complaints against busi-

nesses, personal attacks against 

private individuals or comments 

that can incite violence. We also 

discourage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer than 

350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number (for verifi -

cation only). We will not publish 

anonymous letters.

• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Longer community comment 

columns, such as Other Views, 

must be no more than 700 words. 

Writers must provide a recent 

headshot and a one-sentence 

biography. Like letters to the 

editor, columns must refrain from 

complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private 

individuals. Submissions must 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number.

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the discre-

tion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 

OUR VIEW

Opinion A4

Passing school bond 
would improve district’s 
extracurricular activities

I am writing in support of the 
school Bond Measure 31-105. I 
am a dental hygienist at a local 
dental office, married, with two 
young boys, ages 7 and 11. I am a 
member of the Island City Elemen-
tary PTO as well as La Grande 
Little League.

As a parent, nothing is more 
important to me than the education 
of my children. In order for children 
to be successful later in life, a strong 
foundation and the best tools to build 
upon that foundation are essential. 
Extracurricular activities including 
sports and clubs are a huge asset to 
any child at any age but lack of ade-
quate facilities to hold such is a bar-
rier for our community. This is the 
case with the 98-year-old Annex 
adjacent to the La Grande Middle 
School.

The bond from 2014 was recently 
refi nanced, which enabled the 
restructure of the bond debt. This 
would give our school district $4.845 
million to put toward replacing the 
Annex and maintenance facility. If 

voters pass the proposed $4.845 mil-
lion bond measure, the proposed 
bond tax rate is estimated to remain 
at the current rate without adding 
years to the bond payoff  schedule. 
In addition, the school district will 
receive a $4 million state matching 
grant if the proposed bond mea-
sure passes from the Oregon School 
Capital Improvement Matching 
(OSCIM) program. If the proposed 
bond measure does not pass, the 
school district would not receive the 
matching grant.

The new proposed facility at the 
middle school would help our com-
munity and students with increased 
academic and club activities, elim-
inate ADA barriers, replace two of 
the district’s oldest buildings and 
increase recreational opportuni-
ties for the community while main-
taining existing tax rates.

With your “Yes” vote, La Grande 
School District will continue to pro-
vide adequate space, safety and 
infrastructure for our students and 
staff , now and in the future. Please 
join me in voting “Yes” in the May 
2022 election.

Amaya Adkins
La Grande

Be nice to the person 
behind the counter

I know we’ve all had enough of 
COVID, lack of supplies and rising 
prices. But I am concerned about 
what I hear from our checkout 
people at every store I go to, saying 
they can’t believe how rude and 
angry people are getting.

Some have even retired early 
because they have had enough — 
and you wonder why there aren’t 
more aisles open for checking 
out?

Granted, there are a lot of people 
sitting at home and letting us pay for 
their living, but it is not the people 
who serve us who have raised 
prices, slowed the supply chain or 
made us wait a little longer to get 
our errands done.

Let’s start being much nicer to 
the person behind the counter who 
is just trying to make a living and 
doing their job — let’s make their 
day by being nice. 

Because if it was you behind 
that counter instead, how would 
you feel?

Judi Richter
Elgin

T
he fi rst-glance headlines will notify the 
public that the Oregon Legislature fun-
neled $4 million to spearhead an eff ort 

to restore Eastern Oregon University’s Grand 

Staircase, and while the action by lawmakers 

was essential, there is a bigger story behind the 

20-year-long plan to upgrade what is an architec-

ture masterpiece.

The staircase was just one of a number of proj-

ects created from the imagination of architect 

John V. Bennes, who decided to design the stair-

case in an Italian Renaissance Revival style. The 

structure contains 178 steps, 418 stone balusters 

and 17,470 square feet of concrete. Just its con-

struction was a big story.

The bigger story, though, centers on all the 

people and organizations that began the eff ort to 
restore the staircase years ago when such a ven-

ture may have seemed hopelessly optimistic. A 

host of people and organizations — including 

but not limited to the Union County Chamber of 

Commerce, the city, Main Street Downtown, the 

Oregon Historic Preservation Offi  ce, the college 
and the La Grande Landmarks Commission — 

worked, at one point or another, to make the res-

toration a reality.

The staircase was and is more than just a 

unique architecture structure. The staircase rep-

resents a link between the past and the future 

of the town and the college. For many, the stair-

case symbolizes a memory from childhood or a 

cherished attribute to time spent studying at the 

college.

That’s why allowing it to crumble was never 

really an option and that is again why the work 

of so many for so long should be lauded. Now, 

in a nation divided by sectional strife, the coop-

eration between diff erent people and organiza-
tions is a shining example showing that we can 

work together to fi nd a solution to a diffi  cult 
challenge, that we can achieve great things with 

determination.

The funding from the Legislature was critical 

and every voter should feel proud that lawmakers 

made such a wise decision. Often that isn’t the 

case. Yet on this one, our lawmakers saw the ben-

efi t of doing what was right.
The money from the Legislature for the stair-

case isn’t pork barrel politics but instead a solid 

investment in the future. The town and the 

county owe those who helped make such an 

endeavor a reality a big thanks.

Funds make 
restoration 
a reality
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