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Cousin desperate to help woman in abusive romance

| DEAR
ABBY

o ADVICE

around, not to mention he con-
stantly stares at our chests.
They recently moved hours
away for his job. I feel he has
purposely isolated her from all

of us, and is mentally and emo-

DEAR ABBY: I have always
been extremely close to my
cousins; we even refer to ourselves
as sisters. The problem I'm having
is with the boyfriend of one of
them. They have been dating for
almost 10 years.

For the first few years we were
all close, and I enjoyed spending
time with them. The past three
years, however, have been heart-
breaking. He’s rude to her and her
mother and belittles and ridicules
everything she says and does. We
all walk on eggshells when he’s

tionally abusing her. She used to
want to get married and have a
family with him, but now she is
calling me selfish for being preg-
nant. He’s dragging her down
and has bought himself more
time by getting her a dog.

Even if they did get engaged,
I'd feel sad she’s spending her
life with this man. If he treats her
like this in front of all of us, what
is he doing behind closed doors?
My cousin is very prideful and
shuts down any criticism. How
can [ explain to her that I'm wor-

ried about her without risking our
relationship? — SCARED FOR

HER IN THE EA

ST

DEAR SCARED: Tell your
cousin you love her dearly and
will be saying this only once,
so you want her to remember it.
Then repeat to her what you have
written to me. Explain that abusers
erode the self-esteem of their
“love object” through constant
criticizing and belittling. Say you
realize she has invested 10 years
of her life in that relationship, but
if she ever has doubts or changes
her mind about living away from
the family, you will be there
for her. Then give her the con-
tact information of the National
Domestic Violence Hotline (800-
799-7233; thehotline.org) if there

have been any instances in which

he has hit or

the dog — when he’s angry.
DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band will not do things unless

I “remind” h

ical issue and experiences painful

symptoms if

medication his doctor prescribed.
He’ll then have a flare-up, take

his medicine

until another flare-up happens.

Also, he’l

important doctor’s appointment
for a procedure and he won’t

even think about making the call
to schedule it. I used to remind
him about all these things but,
frankly, I’'m not his mother. I'm
his wife. Please help. — NOT HIS

MOTHER

threatened her — or

im. He has a med-

he forgets to take the

and not take it again

1 need to have an

DEAR NOT HIS MOTHER:
Being a loving spouse requires
us to fill varying roles in the life
partnership. Not only are we
lovers, best friends and some-
times nurses, but we must some-
times act as “parents.”

It’s hard to believe someone
who has a chronic condition that
brings painful flare-ups would
forget to take a medication that
would avert them, which makes
me wonder about your husband’s
mentation. Doctor visits can
sometimes be uncomfortable,
which may be why he hesitates to
schedule them.

If you love him, please
shoulder that responsibility as
you would want him to do if the

situation were reversed.

WOLVES
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decide whether it’s likely the
animal was lost to wolves.
The committee then asks
the Department of Agricul-
ture for reimbursement for
the livestock owners. Also,
at least one-third of the wolf
compensation fund money
is set aside for helping
owners pay for nonlethal-le-
thal methods of keeping
wolves away, like alarm or
scare devices, fencing with
electric wires and paying
range riders who patrol live-
stock grazing areas.
According to Jonathan
Sandau, a special assistant
to the director at the state
Agriculture Department,

79% of the wolf compen-
sation money paid out over
the last four years has gone
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to nonlethal wolf mitiga-
tion methods. About 9% of
the money has gone to reim-
bursing owners for con-
firmed wolf kills.

Between 2017 and 2021,
Sandau said, the department
received $1.6 million in
requests from the fund. The
department was able to pay
out only $725,000 — about
$181,000 a year.

It didn’t have enough
money to reimburse all
of the claims for missing
cattle that the ranchers had
requested.

“We’ve never been able
to meet the full requests
since the inception of the
program,” Sandau said.

Disappointment on
both sides

The wolf compensation
fund aimed to keep both
sides happy, allowing the
wolves to roam while com-
pensating livestock owners.
The number of wolves in
the state has continued to

the end of 2019, according
to the Fish and Wildlife
Department.

But livestock owners say
they are losing a growing
number of animals to wolf
kills but don’t receive ample
compensation. They also
say they have to wait a year
to be paid because county
commissions get to request
the funds only once a year.

Nash, of Wallowa
County, said many ranchers
and farmers want to with-
draw from the program
because of low and slow
payouts and are becoming
increasingly weary of the
state’s protection of wolves.

“It’s really disheartening
to not see full support to
fully fund the program that
pays just a small portion
of what we have to put up
with and the losses we’ve
endured,” he said.

For Danielle Moser,

a wildlife program coor-
dinator at Oregon Wild,
the number of claims for

number of wolves in the
state, seem dispropor-
tionate. She said the fund
hasn’t been audited or
reviewed since it was cre-
ated in 2012.

“The overarching thing
is that we need to take a
step back and review the
program,” Moser said. “Is it
achieving its intended goal?
Making sure we’re actu-
ally building social toler-
ance? Like many programs,
we don’t think we should
add more to the pot until
we ensure it’s being spent
correctly.”

Testing the ‘social
tolerance’ for wolves
Prior to the Feb. 9
hearing, 50 individuals,
ranchers, conservation and
animal rights groups and
a Wallowa County Com-
mission wolf committee
member had submitted tes-
timony opposed to the bill.
Five powerful groups —
the Association of Oregon

men’s Association, Eastern
Oregon Counties Associ-
ation and Oregon Hunters
Association — submitted
letters supporting the
proposal.

Nash said many owners
believe the state is under-
counting wolves and the
number of livestock killed
by them.

A trail camera in January 2016 caught this image of two adult wolves from the Walla Walla Pack in northern Umatilla County.

“I’'ve got $500,000
worth of asks and only
$100,000 to go around,”
said Nash, who is also a
county commissioner who
helps review reports.

But another member of
Wallowa County’s Wolf
Compensation Com-
mittee, Wally Sykes,
said he opposes the bill:
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grow since 2009, from 14
wolves to at least 173 by
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“Sometimes I feel the pro-
ducer is trustworthy, the
claim seems reasonable
and I support it. Sometimes
the claim seems exagger-
ated and/or doubtful. How
to know what became of
the missing livestock or,
without independent ver-
ification, even to know if
the counts are accurate?
For 2019, Wallowa County
ranchers claimed $1,800
in direct losses, $47,000
in indirect losses. The dis-
crepancy seems out of
proportion. Even if the
stock count is accurate, all
missing cattle are not vic-
tims of wolf predation.”

What both groups agree
on is that the fund has not
led to an acceptance of
wolves among ranchers.

Adrian Treves, pro-
fessor of environmental
studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison and
director of the Carnivore
Coexistence Lab at the
university wrote in testi-
mony, “The moral hazard
is that negligent owners
will reduce protections
for their domestic ani-
mals because they reason
the government will pay
them anyway.”
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