
Thursday, January 13, 2022  ThE OBsErVEr — A7OREGON

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

BOARDMAN — 
Oregon environmental 
regulators have fined the 
Port of Morrow $1.3 mil-
lion for repeatedly over-ap-
plying agricultural waste-
water on nearby farms in 
an area that already has ele-
vated levels of groundwater 
nitrates.

The state Department 
of Environmental Quality 
announced the fine on 
Tuesday, Jan. 11.

Under a DEQ water 
quality permit, the port col-
lects nitrogen-rich waste-
water from food proces-
sors, storage facilities and 
data centers at its indus-
trial parks near Boardman, 
which it then reuses to 
irrigate neighboring farm 
fields growing potatoes, 
onions and other high-value 
crops.

But according to the 
agency, the port violated 
its permit more than 1,000 
times from 2018 to 2021, 
exceeding the limit on 
how much nitrogen can be 
safely applied to farmland 

and resulting in 165 tons 
of excess nitrogen in the 
fields.

Leah Feldon, DEQ 
deputy director, said these 
are “serious violations of 
water quality regulations 
that are in place to pro-
tect public health and the 
environment.”

The Port of Morrow is 
Oregon’s second-largest 
port, behind only the Port 
of Portland. It is in the 
Umatilla Basin of north-
east Oregon, where in 
1990 the state declared a 
Groundwater Management 
Area due to high levels 
of groundwater nitrates 
exceeding 7 milligrams per 
liter.

High levels of nitrates 
in drinking water is 
linked with serious 
health concerns, particu-
larly for babies and preg-
nant women. Ground-
water is used as a primary 
source of drinking water 
across the basin, which 
spans northern Uma-
tilla and Morrow coun-
ties — including the cities 
of Hermiston, Boardman, 
Irrigon, Stanfield and Echo.

Historically, the sources 
of groundwater contamina-
tion in the Lower Umatilla 
Basin Groundwater Man-
agement Area are fertilizer 
used on irrigated farmland, 
confined animal feeding 
operations, livestock pas-
tures, food processing 
wastewater and septic sys-
tems, according to DEQ’s 
press release.

“The existing nitrate 
contamination in the 
basin’s groundwater means 
everyone in the region has 
to do their part to reduce 
this contamination,” Feldon 
said. The Port of Morrow 
has not been doing its part, 
and DEQ looks forward to 
working together to correct 
these violations and protect 
our aquifers from future 
contamination.”

DEQ also alleges the 
port failed to monitor 
nitrogen at application sites 
on 121 separate occasions 
each year from 2018-2020.

Ryan Neal, the port’s 
general manager, could not 
immediately be reached 
for comment. It remains 
unclear whether the port 
will appeal the fine.
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The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality alleges the Port of Morrow has applied excessive 

amounts of nitrate-containing water to area farmland.
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Lose Weight Now, 
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Doddsy from EOAlive lost 40 pounds so far

Scan the code to watch Doddsy on video tell his story

"If you struggle to lose weight and keep it off, come see 

me. Our program helps men, women, and adolescents lose 

10 to 150+ pounds safely, rapidly, and healthfully. Scan the 

code and watch Doddy's video. Please call my office, and 

Kathy will schedule your Free No-obligation Consultation to 

learn how we can help you too. Then you decide what you'd 

like to do. I look forward to meeting you."

—Dr. Kopp
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*OAC. Introductory rate valid for 6 months from the date the loan is booked. After the first 6 

months a variable rate will apply, based on the Wall Street Journal prime rate plus a margin and 
adjusted quarterly; current rates range from 3.75% - 18.00% APR as of 12/2/21, based on credit 

worthiness. Maximum APR = 18%. Borrowers may opt for interest-only payments during the initial 
draw period (10 years). Monthly payments are typically lower with the interest-only payment 

option; however your principal balance will remain the same until you made additional payments 
to the principal. After the draw period, the monthly payment will be calculated to repay your loan 

within the remaining 15 years and may adjust quarterly based on the prime rate. 

WHERE WILL

MOMENTUM TAKE YOU?

Don’t keep those home renovations or that 

dream vacation waiting! 

With low introductory rates and our NEW 

interest-only payment option, our Momentum 

HELOC allows you to take advantage of your 

home’s equity with low, manageable payments. 

N
M

L
S

 4
0

7
8

9
0


