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By JOSEPH HERNANDEZ
The Philadelphia Inquirer

As the night continues to 
encroach on the light of day, we 
begin to look forward to cozy 
nights at home. We crank on the 
oven or stove, fi nding comfort 
(and ease) in casseroles, baked 
goods and soups, while at the 
market, even the produce seems 
heartier: bushels of sweet pota-
toes, beets, mushrooms.

These darker days are also 
an invitation to curl up to this 
year’s batch of new cookbooks, 
whether to fi nd nourishment in 
exciting global fl avors or fi nd joy 
in the form of cakes and cookies. 
Whether you’re cooking for you 
and your family, or seeking out 
books to gift to your kitchen-cu-
rious loved ones, these are this 
season’s books we’re obsessing 
over, already well-loved with 
stained fi ngerprints and rain-
bow-leafed with Post-Its.

“Life is What You Bake It: 
Recipes, Stories, and Inspiration 
to Bake Your Way to the Top”

� Vallery Lomas, Clarkson 
Potter, $29, bookshop.org

From growing up in Louisiana 
to practicing law in Manhattan, 

Vallery Lomas found home in 
her kitchen. Over time, she nur-
tured her passion and love of 
baking and eventually won the 
fi rst season of “The Great Amer-
ican Baking Show.” But in the 
wake of #MeToo, her season was 
canceled when one of the judges 
was accused of sexual miscon-
duct. Her win, it seemed at the 
time, would be overshadowed and 
forgotten, but Lomas changed 
that narrative, eventually pre-
senting an award at the James 
Beard Foundation Awards (“the 
highest awards in food”) and 
being featured in publications like 
Food & Wine and People. In her 
debut cookbook, Lomas shares 
her hard-won wisdom (in baking 
and life) during that time and 
beyond. In chapters that recall her 
budding Francophilia by way of 
Guadeloupe in the Caribbean, to 
pages celebrating the cobblers and 
pies of her Southern upbringing, 
Lomas balances the technical 
baking for which she is known 
with charming stories fi lled with 
heart.

“The Korean Vegan Cook-
book: Refl ections and Recipes 
from Omma’s Kitchen”

� Joanne Lee Molinaro, 

Avery Books, $35, bookshop.org
Poetic and personal, Joanne 

Lee Molinaro’s “Korean Vegan 
Cookbook” is a wonderful 
exploration of popular Korean 
dishes and fl avors, but through 
a plant-based lens. Molinaro 
has been blogging about food 
for a while now, but her lyr-
ical stories about her immigrant 
upbringing and life — paired 
with gorgeous, mood-infl ected 
visuals — gained her 2.7 mil-
lion TikTok followers over the 
last year, her adapted vegan rec-
ipes a bridge to her heritage. 
A whole chapter on ban chans, 
the bevy of Korean side dishes 
that are the delightful work-
horses of any meal, is stacked 
with varied, fl avorful dishes 
like dooboo jeon (tofu cakes), 
braised Lion’s Mane, and simply 
roasted-and-glazed onions. 
Meanwhile, bulgogi, famously 
made with marinated beef, gets 
the vegan treatment thanks to 
chewy Soy Curls. Molinaro 
also off ers clever variations 
on fusion, like her Korean-in-
spired takes on lasagna or her 
tteokbokki arrabiata, favoring 
delightfully chewy rice cakes 
over pasta.

Favorite cookbooks for 2021

Clarkson Potter-TNS

“Life Is What You Bake It,” by Vallery Lomas.
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When your computer is in despair

OUTSTANDING
COMPUTER REPAIR

Fast and Reliable

MOBILE COMPUTER SUPPORT
215 Elm Street La Grande • (541) 963-5440

northwestfurnitureandmattress.com
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for our most current offers and to 
browse our complete inventory.

Visit

www.gossmotors.com

204 Automobiles 204 Automobiles

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
541-805-2229

neo-na.org

Drug Problem? 
We can help!

Narcotics Anonymous
Phone: 541-805-2229

www.neo-na.org

T.O.P.S.
Meets every Tuesday Morning 

8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. 
LDS Church in Island City. 

Fragrance Free Group

DO YOU HAVE....HURTS, 
HABITS and/or HANG UPS?

12 Step Biblical Support
Harvest Church

3720 Birch St. Baker City
Thurs., 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Someone’s
drinking a problem?
AL-ANON Meetings 

are available by phone
Info for Baker City Meetings

Call: 541-239-7323

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Calvary Baptist Church

Third & Broadway
Baker City, OR

EVERY THURSDAY
6:15 - 8:00 PM

AL-ANON Attitude of Gratitude. 
Wednesdays, 12:15-1:30pm. 

Faith Lutheran Church. 
12th & Gekeler, La Grande
Please wear a mask & practice 

social distancing
541-786-2051 

LA GRANDE NOW HAS A 
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 

MEETING!
Every Friday Night @5pm, 2107 
Gekeler Ln, LG, Church of Christ 
basement. For more info please 
call 971-219-8411 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
Goin’ Straight Group

Meetings:
Mon., Tues. Thurs. & Fri.

Start at 8 PM
Episcopal Church Basement
2177 1st Street,  Baker City

110 Announcements

Hospice & Pallative Care, LLC
“Affirming life......every day, every time”

VOLUNTEER
doing what you love!

Volunteering is so rewarding 
and a great way to contribute 

to your community.
If you would like to volunteer 
a little, a lot, or once in awhile, 

go to www.gohospice.com
and fill out a volunteer application

If you need assistance contact:

Lori at 541.524.7688

PULL TABS 
ACCEPTED 

AT THE FOLLOWING 
BAKER CITY LOCATIONS

 ∙  Baker City Herald
 ∙  Dollar Tree
 ∙  Black’s Distributing
 ∙  Ryder Bros
 ∙  VFW
 ∙  Baker Elk’s Lodge
 ∙  Main Event
 ∙  Lefty’s Tap House
 ∙  Baker City Fire Dept.
 ∙  Haines Sell-Rite
 ∙  Idle Hour
 ∙  Salvation Army

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings 

AL-ANON
Keep Coming Back Family Group

Mondays, 7 pm
at NKWest, 1208 Adams, 

La Grande, OR

NARCOTICS  ANONYMOUS
Monday, Thursday, & Friday
at 8pm. Episcopal Church

2177 First St.
Baker City

110 Announcements

THE DEADLINE
for placing a 

CLASSIFIED AD
is 4:00 P.M.

TWO BUSINESS DAYS
BEFORE PUBLICATION

Publication Days:
Tuesday,Thursday,Saturday

If you’re looking to buy or sell, the 

Classifieds have everything you 

need. So, get the scoop and check 

out the Classifieds for yourself.

541-963-3161541-523-3673

GET QUICK CASH 
WITH THE

CLASSIFIEDS!
Sell your unwanted car, prop-
erty and household items
more quickly and affordably 
with the classifieds. Just call
us today to place your ad and 
get ready to start counting 
your cash. The Observer 541-
963-3161. The Baker City Herald 
541-523-3673

PEOPLE READ
THE CLASSIFIEDs

You've just proved it to yourself! 

Remember us when you need

efficient, economical advertising.


