B8 — THE OBSERVER & BAKER CITY HERALD

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2021

New mother feels guilty for canceling adoption

Dear Abby: I recently backed
out of an adoption. I feel terrible
about it. How can I mentally and
emotionally get over this? My
baby girl is 4 months old now,
and my guilt is getting worse. |
backed out three days before she
was born.

The couple I had chosen
turned out to be unprofessional
and emotionally unstable. They
not only caused me several prob-
lems but also my job, which I
loved. During the four months
I knew them, they treated me

poorly, and I realized it was

me out to be a bad person who
used them financially — some-
thing I really did not. I'm glad
now that I kept my daughter. So
why do I keep feeling so bad
about my decision? — Guilt-
Ridden In The Midwest

Dear Guilt-Ridden: If I had
to guess the reason, I would say
it may be because you know
your last-minute change of mind
caused this couple pain. A way
to assuage your guilt might be
to work out a payment plan so
they are not out the money they
spent. (The lawyer or agency
that arranged the adoption may

be able to guide you.)

years ago. In her trust, the pro-
ceeds from the sale of her house
were to be divided among the
three of us. Only one sister has
children. (They are grown.) My
two sisters have decided we
should split the proceeds from
Mom’s house (about $800,000)
five ways to include the adult
children. Their mother has
threatened to “disown me” if |
don’t go along with the five-way
split.

I have always done right by
her “kids,” and neither sister
bothered to ask for my reason
for not wanting to include my

nephew and niece in the inher-

decision I cannot support. — To
Divide Or Not Divide

Dear To Divide: Your moth-
er’s wishes were that the money
be divided three ways. Your sis-
ters should abide by the direc-
tions of the trust. I agree you
shouldn’t be bullied or threat-
ened into taking less than your
mother wanted you to have. If
your sisters want “the kids” to
have a share of the inheritance,
they should gift the amount from
their portion rather than extort it
from you. Their attitude has not
only tarnished something that
should have been a blessing, but

also created a rift in the family,

| DEAR better for my baby not to go Dear Abby: I have two sis- itance. I love my sisters and do and that’s a shame.
ABBY through with the adoption. ters. We were very close until not want to lose them, but I also Dear Abby: I could really
ADVICE They are now trying to make  our mother passed away two don’t want to be bullied into a use your help. I don’t know

how to respond to people I
hardly know who end conversa-
tions with “I love you.” I don’t
feel comfortable saying that to
someone and not meaning it.
This isn’t like saying, “Have a
nice day.” Is there a polite way
of responding without saying
something that to me is totally
inappropriate to someone I
only have a casual relationship
with? — Uncomfortable In The
Midwest

Dear Uncomfortable:
Respond this way: “What a
sweet thing to say. Thank you!”
Then smile and fade out.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Japan's former princess leaves for US with commoner husband

The Associated Press

TOKYO — A Japanese prin-
cess who gave up her royal status
to marry her commoner college
sweetheart arrived in New York
on Sunday, Nov. 14, as the couple
pursued happiness as newlyweds
and left behind a nation that has
criticized their romance.

The departure of Mako
Komuro, the former Princess
Mako, and Kei Komuro, both 30,
was carried live by major Japa-
nese broadcasters, showing them
boarding a plane amid a flurry of
camera flashes at Haneda Airport
in Tokyo.

Photos posted online showed
the couple arriving at JFK
Airport.

Kei Komuro, a graduate of
Fordham University law school,
has a job at a New York law firm.
He has yet to pass his bar exam,
another piece of news that local
media have used to attack him,
although it is common to pass
after multiple attempts.

“I love Mako,” he told
reporters last month after regis-
tering their marriage in Tokyo.
They did so without a wedding

Airportin Tokyo.

banquet or any of the other usual
celebratory rituals.

“I want to live the only life
have with the person I love,” he
said.

Although Japan appears
modern in many ways, values
about family relations and the
status of women often are seen as
somewhat antiquated, rooted in

Eugene Hoshiko/The Associated Press
Japan's former Princess Mako, left, the elder daughter of Crown Prince Akishino,
takes her mask off at a boarding gate to board an airplane to New York with her
husband Kei Komuro, not in picture, Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021, at Tokyo International

feudal practices.
Such views were accentu-
ated in the public’s reaction to
the marriage. Some Japanese feel
they have a say in such matters
because taxpayer money supports
the imperial family system.
Other princesses have mar-
ried commoners and left the
palace. But Mako is the first to

have drawn such a public outcry,
including a frenzied reaction on
social media and in local tabloids.

Speculation ranged from
whether the couple could afford
to live in Manhattan to how much
money Kei Komuro would earn
and if the former princess would
end up financially supporting her
husband.

Mako is the niece of Emperor
Naruhito, who also married a
commoner, Masako. Masako
often suffered mentally in the
cloistered, regulated life of the
imperial family. The negative
media coverage surrounding
Mako’s marriage gave her what
palace doctors described last
month as a form of traumatic
stress disorder.

Former Emperor Akihito, the
father of the current emperor,
was the first member of the impe-
rial family to marry a commoner.
His father was the emperor under
whom Japan fought in World War
1L

The family holds no political
power but serves as a symbol of
the nation, attending ceremonial
events and visiting disaster zones,
and remains relatively popular.

Mako’s loss of royal status
comes from the Imperial House
Law, which allows only male suc-
cession. Only male royals have
household names, while female
imperial family members have
only titles and must leave if they
marry commoners.

Mako is the daughter of the
emperor’s younger brother,
and her 15-year-old brother
is expected to eventually be
emperor.

Complicating the former prin-
cess’s marriage, announced in
2017, was a financial dispute
involving Kei Komuro’s mother.
That issue was recently settled,
according to Kyodo news service.

When Kei Komuro returned
from the U.S. in September, the
couple was reunited for the first
time in three years. They met
while attending Tokyo’s Inter-
national Christian University a
decade ago.

In announcing their marriage,
the former princess, a museum
curator, made her choice clear.

“He is someone I cannot do
without,” she said. “Marriage is
that decision needed for us to live
on, staying true to our hearts.”
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BLACK FRIDAY EVENT

SAVE
$200
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"Very well made, ext

Check out beautyrest.com for more great reviews!

¢ Free Delivery
¢ InStore Credit
® 70 Store Buying Power
® Decorating Assistance

on BEAUTYREST BLACK® and
BEAUTYREST BLACK® HYBRID
mattresses.”

HOURS: MON-FRI
9:30 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SUN 12 NOON - 4 PM
541-963-4144
888-449-2704

520 ADAMS AVENUE
LA GRANDE OREGON 97850




