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EOU hoops

facing major

hurdle

osing your best player is not
I an ideal way to start off the
season for a first-year head
coach.

Just four games into the year,
Eastern Oregon University’s

interim head coach Chris Kemp has

most likely lost his top player. Max

McCullough, a redshirt-senior who

already owns the program’s career
scoring record, was injured in an

exhibition at Gonzaga. McCullough

likely has a torn ACL, Kemp said,

and appears to be out for the season.

Paul Pennington, one of the
team’s top guards, is also facing
extended time off the court due
to an injury sustained in the
exhibition.

At a crossroads, Kemp and the
Mountaineers are going to have to
find a way to overcome adversity
early in the season. On the bright
side for Eastern, this year’s team
has one of the deepest rosters in
recent history.

A handful of transfers have
made a major impact and created a

well-balanced group. Guards Phillip
Malatare and Manny N’tula, along-

side forwards Xavier Lovelace and
Ismael Valdez, have added a major
boost to the team.

Malatare adds elite ball handling

and efficient court vision, while

N’tula showed off his sharpshooting

with a team-high 15 points against
Gonzaga. Lovelace can play big in

the paint, as well as flash athleticism

at the forward position. Meanwhile
for Valdez, the team is hoping that

he can be a lockdown rim protector.

With all these added players,
someone is going to have to step
up big for the Mountaineers. Oth-
erwise, the ship is going to sink
quickly if the team cannot find an

identity without McCullough on the

court.

With so much added depth
this year, the plan was to play
McCullough off the ball and clear

up space for other scorers. That was
evident in a home win against Mon-

tana Western on Saturday, Oct. 30,

when the Bulldogs’ bench fervently

changed its game plan every time
McCullough was subbed in or out.
Whether it be one standout or a
combined team effort, the Moun-
taineers are going to need to find

an answer — quickly. Eastern faces

a handful of non-conference foes
during November before opening

conference play early in December.

In his first year as a head coach,
Kemp will need to get creative to
find wins without the team’s top
player.

Davis Carbaugh covers news
and sports for The Observer. He
can be contacted at dcarbaugh@,
lagrandeobserver.com.
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John Farrington, then an assistant coach, observes the field during an Eastern Oregon University baseball game in the 2021 season. Farrington took over as the head
coach at Treasure Valley Community College in June, his first full-time head coaching position at the collegiate level.

READY TO LEAD

Former EOU baseball assistant takes the reins at Treasure Valley Community College

By DAVIS CARBAUGH
The Observer

NTARIO — A former

Eastern Oregon Uni-

versity assistant base-
ball coach is taking a

step up in his career.

John Farrington, assistant
coach for the Mountaineers
last season, is entering his first
year as head coach of the Trea-

sure Valley Community College

baseball team. After guiding
Eastern in its first year back on
the diamond since 2006, Far-

rington is taking a major step up
into his first collegiate coaching

gig. _
“When you grow up with a

love of baseball, you never want
to get away from the game when
you're done playing,” Farrington

said. “It was definitely always

the plan for me, so I'm excited to

be here.”

New coach at the helm

Farrington felt like his hiring
at Treasure Valley was a natural

next step, following a unique
season with the Mountaineers.
The 29-year-old helped res-

urrect the program and was part

of Eastern’s return to baseball.
Following a successful playing
career at Biola University, Far-

rington held numerous coaching
positions before finding his way

to La Grande. In addition to
the challenges of starting up a

new program, he noted that last

season involved unprecedented
hurdles.
“I think that the hardest part

was resurrecting a program
during COVID,” Farrington
said. “It’s two things that no one
is really used to dealing with.”

Prior to his time at Eastern,
Farrington held a variety of
coaching positions. His pas-
sion for managing baseball has
taken him across the world, with
the initial spark occurring when
Farrington was down under.

“I went to Australia to play,
but got roped into coaching a
18-U team,” Farrington said.
“My plan was to come back and
play some independent ball,
but I kind of fell in love with
coaching out there.”

Farrington coached the Rock-
ingham Rams in Australia in
2015-16. He returned to Oregon
for an assistant stint with Doc
Stewarts Baseball in Douglas
County, then was an assistant
at MidAmerica Nazarene in
Olathe, Kansas. He also served
as head coach for the Yorkton
Cardinals, a collegiate sum-
mer-league team in the Western
Canadian Baseball League.

Farrington noted that his time
with the Mountaineers in 2021
was very productive, teaching
him what it takes to build a pro-
gram from scratch. Taking over
for the Chukars, he is hoping to
mirror similar tactics to rebuild
the program in Ontario.

“It takes a couple years to
resurrect a program and get the
culture back to where you want
it, but we plan on getting this
thing back within a few years to
where it once was,” Farrington
said.

see best.”

Farrington considers his
strength as a coach to be his
ability to connect with players.
At Treasure Valley, he is hoping
to develop student-athletes to
have success on and off the field.

“I ask my guys to give me
100% in order to be the best
ball players they can be,” Far-
rington said. “It’s about being a
good student and a good person
on and off the field. We think
everything will fall into place as
a program if we focus on devel-
oping the person and the player.”

Farrington is leaning on the
lessons of his former coaches
during his playing career, as
well as local managers in the
area. He stated that former Trea-
sure Valley coaches Rick Bau-
mann and Aaron Sutton have
helped him make the step up to
the head coaching position.

“I’ve had some great coaches
over the years, so it’s time for
me to give back and help the
players under me,” Farrington
said.

Heading into his debut
season, Farrington is taking
things day by day. He empha-
sized that during COVID-19, no
game is a guarantee. The first-
year coach stated that turning
things around starts one game at
a time.

“Our goal is to make the
NWAC tournament,” Farrington
said. “We’re working toward that
every day and taking things one
step at a time. We're just going
to go out there every game and
play our butts off.”

Building from
the ground up

Despite being a powerhouse
program in years past, the Chu-
kars have struggled in recent
seasons. Over the last four years,
Treasure Valley has posted a
29-97 record.

While the Chukars have
struggled lately, the program
has a history of churning out
top talent. More than 30 former
Treasure Valley players have
gone on to sign with Major
League Baseball affiliates, while
six former Chukars have made it
to the show.

Farrington is entering the
program with high expecta-
tions for turning it around and
returning to its glory days.

“Historically, it’s one of the
best JUCO’s in the Northwest,”
he said. “That’s our plan, to
make Treasure Valley that spot
that high school kids want to
come play for.”

Learning the ropes

While Farrington is more
than excited to be leading a team
from the head coach’s position,
there have been several chal-
lenges with taking the major
step up from assistant coaching.

“It’s a lot different because
you're dealing with adminis-
trative stuff and there’s a lot
of other things that you don’t
always think about as an assis-
tant,” he said. “I wouldn’t trade
it for the world though, you get
to build your culture and you
can get things done the way you
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DULUTH, Ga. — The Pend-
leton Round-Up is one of five
rodeo committees selected by
AGCO Corporation, a global
leader in the design, manufacture
and distribution of agricultural
machinery and precision ag tech-
nology, as its 2021 Sowing Good
Deeds finalists.

Also selected were Gunnison
(Colorado) Cattlemen’s Days,
Burke (South Dakota) Stampede,
Prescott (Arizona) Frontier Days
and Reno Rodeo committees.

The annual contest recognizes
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association rodeo committees
who go above and beyond in their
charitable endeavors, making
positive impacts in their local ag

communities.

According to AGCO, this
year’s finalists represent the best
of what the PRCA stands for —
community impact, innovation,
and their ability to overcome
adversity.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Pendleton Round-Up
committee created the Let’er
Buck Cares program to support
and benefit various community
organizations that rely on the
Round-Up and Happy Canyon
events for revenue.

AGCO will announce the win-
ning committee at the 2021 PRCA
Awards Banquet in Las Vegas, at
the South Point Hotel, Dec. 1. The
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo
presented by Teton Ridge runs
Dec. 2-11 in Vegas.

The overall winner receives a
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Massey Ferguson tractor valued
at more than $60,000.

“Rodeos are an important part
of the fabric of America, sup-
porting not only revenue-gen-
erating competitions, but local
ag organizations like FFA and
4-H that represent the future of
our industry,” said Matt LeCroy,
director, marketing hay and
forage for Massey Ferguson
North America, in a press release.
“Sowing Good Deeds shines a
spotlight on the generosity and
services provided by rodeo com-
mittees across the United States.
AGCO is proud to recognize
these unsung heroes who self-
lessly give their time and tal-
ents to make our ag communities
stronger.”
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Members of the Pendleton Round-Up and Happy Canyon courts display their
pink outfits for Tough Enough to Wear Pink day Sept. 16, 2021, on the second
day of the Pendleton Round-Up. The Round-Up is a finalist for an award hon-
oring professional rodeos for charitable efforts.



