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By PETER WONG
Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — A lawsuit by a 
former Republican state repre-
sentative from Clackamas and a 
lawyer from Lake Oswego have 
asked the Oregon Supreme Court 
to overturn the legislative redis-
tricting plan passed by the Legis-
lature’s Democratic majorities.

Patrick Sheehan, a 
real estate agent who 
was in the Oregon 
House for one term 
a decade ago, and 
Samantha Hazel are 
represented by Kevin 
Mannix, a Salem 
lawyer, former leg-
islator and two-time 
candidate for both 
attorney general and 
governor and 2008 
candidate for the 5th 
District congres-

sional seat. Mannix was a Dem-
ocrat when fi rst elected to the 
House in 1988, but he became a 
Republican in 1997, after he lost 
his fi rst bid for attorney general in 
the 1996 Democratic primary.

In their suit fi led by the dead-
line of Monday, Oct. 25, they 
asked the high court to substitute 
the “Equitable Map Oregon Plan.”

They allege that the plan 
approved in Senate Bill 882 on 
Sept. 27 violated the legal stan-
dards for legislative redistricting, 
that there were no in-person 

public hearings and that the hear-
ings that were held focused only 
on plans submitted by the Demo-
cratic and Republican caucuses.

“Failure to consider nonpar-
tisan maps, or even allow testi-
mony on those maps, even when 
their submission was allowed, 
violated” Oregon law, the suit 
alleges.

“This showed that the legis-
lative districts were drawn not 
based on public input, but instead 
in regard to the preferences of 
Oregon’s two major political par-
ties. The redistricting process was 
limited to maps that use political 
party preferences as a basis. This 

favored the two major political 
parties of Oregon, and nothing 
else.”

They said they vetted the fair-
ness of their plan via the Cam-
paign Legal Center, a nonprofi t, 
nonpartisan government watchdog 
group. The center, based in Wash-
ington, D.C., has a tool to measure 
whether a plan is tilted toward one 
party or another. Its website said 
the legislative districting plans in 
eff ect in Oregon during the last 
decade were not skewed in favor 
of Democrats or Republicans.

Challenges to a legislative 
redistricting plan go directly to 
the Supreme Court.

What’s next

Lawyers for the Legislature and 
the Oregon Department of Justice 
have until Nov. 8 to respond to the 
court about why the approved plan 
complies with legal and constitu-
tional requirements.

The justices have until Nov. 22 
to decide the lawsuit.

If the court decides no changes 
are required, the plan 
takes eff ect Jan. 1 
for the 2022 election 
cycle.

If the court decides 
there should be 
changes, an opinion 
specifying them will 
be issued by Dec. 
6, and Secretary of 
State Shemia Fagan, 
the state’s chief elec-
tions offi  cer, would 
submit proposed 
changes by Jan. 17. 
The court would then 

face a fi nal deadline of Jan. 31; 
the amended plan would become 
fi nal on Feb. 1, slightly more than 
a month before the March 8 fi ling 
deadline for the 2022 primary 
election.

A separate challenge, led by 
former Secretary of State Bev 
Clarno, has been fi led against the 
congressional redistricting plan 
that lawmakers also approved on 
Sept. 27. Though the Supreme 
Court is also the ultimate arbiter 
of that plan, the initial review will 

be conducted by a panel of fi ve 
retired judges named by Chief Jus-
tice Martha Walters.

Among the legal standards for 
redistricting are that districts must 
be contiguous, be of equal popula-
tion, use existing geographic and 
political boundaries, not divide 
communities of common interest 
and be connected by transporta-
tion links. Districts also cannot 
be drawn to favor a political 
party, incumbent legislator or 
other person and cannot dilute the 
voting strength of any language or 
minority group.

Two House districts must be 
nestled within the boundaries of a 
single Senate district. Oregon has 
30 Senate and 60 House districts.

The Senate and House redis-
tricting committees had planned 
a series of in-person public hear-
ings around Oregon when they 
released draft maps on Sept. 3, 
following the Aug. 12 release of 
2020 federal census-block data 
used to draw maps to account 
for population shifts in the past 
decade.

But the onset of the delta 
variant of the COVID-19 coro-
navirus compelled the commit-
tees to revert to a series of virtual 
hearings — two for each of Ore-
gon’s fi ve existing U.S. House dis-
tricts — between Sept. 8 and 13. 
Committees conducted all hear-
ings and votes online during the 
2021 regular session that ended 
June 26.

New lawsuit challenges Oregon legislative redistricting

Abigail Dollins/The Associated Press, File

Lawmakers meet in the Oregon House of Representatives on June 23, 2021, 

at the Oregon State Capitol in Salem. A lawsuit by a former Republican state 

representative from Clackamas and a lawyer from Lake Oswego have asked the 

Oregon Supreme Court to overturn the legislative redistricting plan passed by the 

Legislature’s Democratic majorities.
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By LISA BRITTON
Baker City Herald

BAKER CITY — The wagons 
are packed and moving west into 
Baker City this winter as the 
National Historic Oregon Trail 
Interpretive Center takes up a 
temporary home at the Baker Her-
itage Museum.

The change is due to a multi-
year closure of the Interpretive 
Center for renovations to make 
the building, which opened in 
1992 on Flagstaff  Hill about 5 
miles east of town, more energy 
effi  cient.

The move to Baker City will 
maintain a presence in town while 
the center is closed, said Larisa 
Bogardus, public aff airs offi  cer for 
the BLM’s Vale District, which 
manages the center.

“We wanted to be someplace 
visitors can fi nd us,” she said.

Work on the Interpretive 
Center is expected to begin March 
1, 2022. Bogardus said the con-
struction contract was awarded 
to Hess Contracting Inc., from 
Preston, Idaho, for $6.51 million.

The center, which has been 

closed since November 2020 due 
to the pandemic, will get new 
siding, roofi ng, insulation, win-
dows, doors and HVAC system. 
Currently, Bogardus said, the 
center’s monthly electricity bill 
is about $10,000 — one of the 
highest for any of the agency’s 
facilities.

A home at the museum

The BLM and Baker County 
have signed a lease for about 
4,500 square feet at the Heritage 
Museum, including the Leo Adler 
Room and about one-third of the 
ballroom upstairs. The museum, 
formerly the city’s natatorium, 

is at 2480 Grove St., just east of 
Geiser-Pollman Park.

Bogardus said the lease is for 
$44,000 per year paid in monthly 
installments for up to four years. It 
will increase at 2.5% annually for 
infl ation.

“This partnership allows 
NHOTIC to continue to reach the 
public with stories and hands-on 
experiences of the historic Oregon 
Trail during the closure of the 
Interpretive Center,” said Alex-
andra Botello, acting manager of 
the Interpretive Center.

Bruce Nichols, a Baker County 
commissioner, sees the agreement 
as positive.

“I’m very grateful that the part-
nership was formed,” he said. 
“For years to come it will keep the 
Interpretive Center out in front of 
the public.”

He also hopes that having a 
NHOTIC presence in town will 
entice visitors who might other-
wise get off  the freeway to only 
visit the center.

“We’re going to get them 
downtown more so than before,” 
Nichols said. “I think it will be 
good for economic development 

— it’s going to help everybody.”
Installation of the Oregon Trail 

exhibit will begin Jan. 3, 2022, 
with the goal of a grand opening 
in the spring of 2022.

“We are in the design process 
now,” Bogardus said. “Visitors 
will receive an overview of the 
Oregon Trail and its place in his-
tory, and also learn more about 
the pioneer experience through 
hands-on activities for all ages.”

Although the projected renova-
tion time is three years, Bogardus 
said the lease is for four years just 
in case the project takes longer.

“There are a lot of things that 
are beyond our control,” she said. 
“And it has to be fi nished before 
we move back in.”

Although the center will be 
closed, the trail system will 
remain open and can be accessed 
off  Highway 86. A few sections of 
trail that run near the center might 
be closed at times during con-
struction, Bogardus said.

Looking ahead, she said the 
center will again off er living his-
tory performances and concerts 
in Geiser-Pollman Park, similar to 
the off erings this past summer.

Interpretive Center takes up temporary residence in Baker City

Bureau of Land Management/Contributed Photo

The Baker Heritage Museum, 2480 Grove St. in Baker City, will serve as the 

temporary home of the National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center while the 

center, 5 miles east of town, undergoes a major renovation.
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By Dick Mason 

The Observer

LA GRANDE — An old gas 

station in La Grande next summer 

could be the site for boutique ice 

cream instead of oil changes and 

tire pressure checks.

The Texaco station on 1508 

Adams Ave., which has been 

closed at least two years, is set to 

be reborn with help from the La 

Grande Urban Renewal Agency. 

The agency voted Wednesday, 

Sept. 2, to grant Gust and Karin 

Tsiatsos, who are purchasing the 

Texaco station property, $64,200 

to help them convert it into a 

center that will feature boutique 

ice cream, coffee and mercantile 

shops and more.

The site, to be named The 

Local Station, is projected to cost 

$409,000.

“This will be a showcase for 

the east end of downtown,” said 

Christine Jarski, La Grande’s 

economic development director, 

to the URA’s governing board, 

which is the La Grande City 

Council.

The Tsiatsoses had intended 

to do a larger renovation that 

would have included a new hotel 

tower adjacent to the old gas sta-

tion building. 

That project would have cost 

$693,000 and the Tsiatsoses 

Classified ..... 2B

Comics ......... 5B

Crossword ... 2B

Dear Abby ... 6B

Horoscope ... 2B

Lottery..........2A

Opinion ........4A

Outdoors ..... 1B

State .............6
A

Email story ideas 

to news@lagrande

observer
.com.

More contact info 

on Page 4A.

Online at lagrandeobserver.com

CONTACT US

541-963-3161

Issue 106

2 sections, 12 pages

La Grande, Oregon

INDEX

WEATHER  Full forecast on the back of B section 

Tonight

48 LOW

90/56
Sunday

Mainly clear

Mostly sunny

AUGUST COVID-19 NUMBERS

TUESDAY

                      
         

         
         

         
  �    $1.50

Good day to our valued subscriber Ted Blaylock of La Grande

September 5, 2020

SATURDAY-MONDAY  •

Follow us on the web

Mountains & A Meadow

New look 

coming for 

old service 

station
La Grande Urban 

Renewal Agency grants 

$64,200 to overhaul 

empty former Texaco

By Sabrina Thompson

The Observer

LA GRANDE — A new local 

group has put its money where 

its mouth is in an effort to reelect 

President Donald Trump.

The Concerned Citizens of 

Union County paid for a bill-

board displaying “Trump 2020” 

across a thin blue line fl ag, 

which represents support of law 

enforcement.

But whoever is responsible for 

the new “All Lives Matter” bill-

board in La Grande remains in 

the shadows, and the organizer 

behind the new Black Lives Matter 

billboard said “All Lives Matter” 

shows a misunderstanding of the 

BLM movement.

The billboard supporting the 

reelection of Trump went up 

Wednesday, Sept. 2, and faces 

eastbound traffi c on Island Avenue 

near the intersection with McAl-

ister Road. The display also makes 

clear who paid for it — the Con-

cerned Citizens of Union County.

Allesha Swigert of La Grande 

registered the organization as a 

business Aug. 24 with the Oregon 

Secretary of State Corporation 

Division. But Norman Paullus, the 

former director of the La Grande 

Public Works Department, spoke 

for the group.

“We are addressing a quality 

of life and family values that they 

see President Trump brings to 

the American people. We didn’t 

solicit membership,” Paullus said. 

“The group is based on when the 

Black Lives Matter people were 

demonstrating. A group of us got 

together and started talking about 

how we believe all lives matter. 

Pretty soon, people throughout the 

area were talking about wanting 

The Observer

LA GRANDE — Politics and 

religion are long-standing hot 

topics of debate in the United 

States, more so in an election 

year. Add in social movements, 

protests and the pandemic, and 

arguments abound in 2020.

Any of these come up, and 

people can get riled up quickly.

So in an effort to start discus-

sions that are much less likely 

to get heated, The Observer 

reached out to ask some ques-

tions of a different nature: Do 

you like your watermelon with 

or without salt? Are you a fan of 

self checkout? Here is what they 

had to say on those and other 

“pressing issues.”

1) Stop at a yellow light 

or go through?

Dan Cosner, who lives in 

Union County north of Elgin, 

said he believes one should 

always stop at a yellow light. 

He speaks from an insightful 

perspective for he is a former 

school bus driver.

“When it hits yellow you 

should be prepared to stop,” he 

said. “You just don’t go through 

an intersection when the light is 

about to change.”

Cosner said that the one- or 

two-second delay between the 

light changing from green to 

red is not enough time to take a 

risk.
“I do not think that is suffi -

cient enough to take a chance on 

running through,” Cosner said.

Nathan Smutz of La Grande 

said he will drive through a 

yellow light only if he believes 

there is enough time to do so 

safely.

Chris Hayward of La Grande, 

who describes himself as a cau-

tious driver, said he handles 

yellow lights based on the speed 

he is traveling.

If he is driving fast he is 

more likely to continue on 

through, but he stops when 

moving slowly, which is often. 

Hayward said the last thing he 

wants to do is create havoc at an 

intersection.

Stop or go, salt or no? 

Debate on five matters that aren’t politics, 

religion, social issues, masks or COVID-19

“When it hits yellow 

you should be 

prepared to stop. You 

just don’t go through 

an intersection when 

the light is about to 

change.”

— Dan Cosner, Union County 

“Pineapple has 

no place in this 

dimension. It is alien 

fruit as far as I’m 

concerned, let alone 

on a slice of my 

pizza.”

— Christopher Jennings, 

La Grande

A tale of three billboards pops up in La Grande

Staff photo by Sabrina Thompson

A billboard supporting the reelection of President Donald Trump faces 

eastbound traffi c on Island Avenue. The Concerned Citizens of Union 

County, a new business with the purpose of funding the political bill-

board, purchased the display.

Staff photo by Ronald Bond

The light turns yellow at an intersection. Are you stopping or gunning it to get through?

Staff photo by Ronald Bond

Some contend salt on a watermelon ruins the fruit.
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The trio of signs 

advocate differing views
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PRIZES!!!

By Kaleb Lay

The Observer

ELGIN — The Union County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce is investigating 

a double homicide outside Elgin.

The sheriff’s offi ce in a press 

release Wednesday, Dec. 30, 

announced the arrest of Gary 

Otis Mason, 54, of Elgin, for 

the deaths of Candy K. Wil-

liams, 56, and a juvenile. Wil-

liams was Mason’s signifi cant 

other, according to the sheriff’s 

offi ce, which did not identify 

the juvenile.
The sheriff’s offi ce detained 

Mason on Tuesday, Dec. 29, 

at approximately 3 a.m. fol-

lowing an initial investigation 

at his residence, 68381 Chumos 

Road, outside Elgin, where Wil-

liams also resided. The sheriff’s 

offi ce booked Mason into the 

Union County Correction Fac-

ulty, La Grande, at about 6 p.m. 

Tuesday.

He now faces two charges of 

fi rst-degree murder.

According to the sheriff’s 

offi ce, Mason called the Union 

County Dispatch Center via 911 

from his home on Chumos Road 

at approximately 12:06 a.m. 

Tuesday.
A deputy with the sher-

iff’s offi ce and an Oregon State 

Police trooper responded and 

found two bodies upon arrival. 

Mason was at the scene and 

received aid from the Elgin 

Ambulance and La Grande Fire 

Department.

The Union County Major 

Crime Team, which includes 

members of the Union County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce, La Grande 

Police Department, Oregon 

State Police and Union County 

Attorney’s offi ce, then investi-

gated throughout the day.

The sheriff’s offi ce also 

it would not provide further 

comments on the case, which 

now is in the hands of the 

district attorney’s offi ce for 

prosecution.
Mason remains in the county 

jail on no bail.

By Ellen Morris Bishop

For the Wallowa County Chieftain

ENTERPRISE — Parents, 

players, coaches and fans of all 

ages rallied in support of a high 

school basketball and wrestling 

season this year at the Wallowa 

County Courthouse. The hastily 

scheduled event drew more than 

80 people, and featured talks by 

coaches, Wallowa County com-

missioners and athletes.

Both sports are considered 

“contact sports” and are currently 

banned by the Oregon Health 

Authority due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The Oregon School 

Activities Association, because of 

the ban, cannot OK those sports 

for the upcoming season.

The rally organizers and others 

hope a change can allow the 

sports to be played.

“Thirty-fi ve other states have 

been playing high school sports,” 

said David Howe, Wallowa High 

School principal and girls bas-

ketball coach. “They haven’t 

experienced problems. If OSAA 

could give us a reason for not 

allowing us to play, I could go 

along. But they have just banned 

the basketball season without an 

explanation.”
Rally organizers and Wal-

lowa Superintendent of Schools 

Tammy Jones emphasized that 

schools wanted to adhere to rules 

for safety and health.

“We want to be sure that what-

ever seasons we open, we keep 

kids and families safe,” Jones 

said.
“Applying a one-measure-

fi ts-all rule to all schools across 

the state does not make sense 

to students or the community 

(here),” rally organizer Dennis 

Sheehy of Wallowa said. “In Wal-

lowa County, the total number or 

COVID-19 cases since the begin-

ning of the pandemic is 76. The 

number of deaths … is three. It is 

obvious that the situation in rural 

counties like Wallowa County is 

very different from counties like 

Multnomah or Marion that have 

very high-density populations.”

In September, the athletic 

directors at all three Wallowa 

County high schools submitted a 

letter and proposal for a basket-

ball season to the OSAA. They 

proposed a basketball season in 

November and December with 

restrictions that included a max-

imum of 45 spectators at each 

game, with masks required, or a 

total of 100 people in the gym, 

with no spectators allowed and 

only teams, coaches, offi cials 

and others essential to the game, 

including a person who would 

fi lm the game. The proposal also 

included sanitizing the ball and 

many other measures.

The proposed “COVID-19 

league” would be similar to the 

group of Eastern Oregon schools 

that played in the abbreviated 

“touch” football season, including 

Cove, Elgin, Imbler and North 

Powder as well as Wallowa, 

Enterprise and Joseph.

The OSAA never responded to 

the proposal, according to Howe. 

Wallowa A.D. Mitch Frye con-

sidered the proposal as being 

rejected.
Currently, OSAA has sanc-

tioned a statewide “fall” sports 

season consisting of football 

and cross-country beginning in 

February.
“It’s obvious that playing foot-

ball in February is not a viable 
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By Kaleb Lay

The Observer

ISLAND CITY — A years-

long dispute between the land-

lord and a resident at Island City 

Mobile Manor has resulted in vio-

lations of Oregon’s moratorium 

on evictions, threats and acts of 

violence and a pool of backed-up 

human waste.
The ordeal began shortly after 

Steve Butcher, a contractor and 

mobile home owner, moved into 

the park in January 2019. Just 

a month later, in February, he 

came home to the smell of sewage 

leaking from his plumbing and 

pooling under his home.

Butcher hired a plumber to 

make repairs, then his pipes burst 

again, and again, for a year. Each 

time he fi xed his plumbing, pres-

sure built in the pipes and broke 

the seals, leading to what he 

called a “sewer pond” underneath 

his home.
“It’s been a continuous 

problem for quite some time,” 

Butcher said.
After once again repairing his 

plumbing in February 2020, he 

and the plumber decided to wait 

into the evening to observe what 

happened during peak use hours. 

When a fl ood of human waste 

Elgin man faces murder charges
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Rally supports Wallowa 

County prep athletes 

who are missing sports

Ellen Morris Bishop/For the Wallowa County Chieftain

Wallowa girls basketball assistant coach Carrie Hermens, left, addresses a crowd of more than 80 people at the Wallowa County Courthouse 

on Monday, Dec. 28, 2020, while organizer Dennis Sheehy listens.

Ellen Morris Bishop/For the Wallowa County Chieftain

Football, basketball and track athlete Jericho Peters explains why ath-

letics are important to him at the Wallowa County Courthouse on 

Monday, Dec. 28, 2020.

See, Rally/Page 5A

One man in custody in 

an apparent double 

homicide outside Elgin

Years of 

backyard 

sewage

By Dick Mason 

The Observer

LA GRANDE — The $900 

billion COVID-19 relief package 

President Donald Trump signed 

Sunday, Dec. 27, will provide 

families in Union County with a 

vital boost.
Robert Kleng, director of 

Eastern Oregon University Head 

Start, a program that provides 

free preschool education to chil-

dren from lower-income families, 

understands this fi rsthand.

“The needs of families (in 

Union County) is higher than I 

have ever seen it in the 10 years 

I have been with Eastern Oregon 

University Head Start,” Kleng 

said on Tuesday, Dec. 29.

The $900 billion relief package 

extends unemployment bene-

fi ts for millions of Americans, 

ones which had expired days ear-

lier. These benefi ts are a lifeline 

for numerous people in Union 

COVID-19 

relief package 

off ers hope in 

Union County

See, Relief/Page 5A
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