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BAKER CITY — Dana 
Ring is the new general 
manager of the Baker 
Food Co-op, a natural 
foods grocery and mercan-
tile at 2008 Broadway St.

“The past few years 
have been very chal-
lenging to all of us and 
our Food Co-op is no 
exception,” Cheri Smith, 
the Co-op’s president, 
said in a press release. 
“Through the many 
improvements and adjust-

ments that have been 
made so far, we have sur-
vived these chal-
lenges. With Dana’s 
expertise, skills and 
talents, our capable 
staff , and our strong 
working board, our 
objective now is to 
thrive.”

In addition to the hiring 
of Ring, the Co-op’s 
board has added as a new 
director Carolyn Kulog, 
retired owner of Betty’s 
Books in Baker City.

Ring, who has man-

agement experience in 
businesses and nonprofi ts, 

said she has a pas-
sion, based in part 
on her own experi-
ence, in providing 
specialty, organic 
and natural foods 
and supplements to 
the community.

“I was that mom trying 
to fi gure out milk and 
wheat alternatives before 
it was popular, so I know 
the importance of having 
a natural food store,” Ring 
said.

Baker store has new general manager

Ring

businesses are having is an 
inability to show histor-
ical cash fl ow due to pan-
demic eff ects, said Jodi 
Rathbun-Briggs, senior vice 
president and chief lending 
offi  cer at Greylock Federal 
Credit Union in Pittsfi eld, 
Massachusetts, via email.

“Borrowers should have 
well-thought-out recovery 
plans and thorough dis-
cussions with their banker 
regarding those plans,” she 
said.

The SBA off ers a 
Lender Match tool on its 
website to connect poten-
tial borrowers with lenders 
within two business days. 
You might also contact a 
local bank in your commu-
nity or one with which you 
have an existing relation-
ship to see if it off ers SBA 
7(a) loans.

Local loan and grant 
programs

States and cities con-
tinue to implement their 
own COVID-19 relief pro-
grams, as well as roll out 
new ones. The city of Chi-
cago, for example, recently 
announced the launch of the 
Chicago Creative Worker 
Assistance Program, which 
has allotted $2.3 million in 

grant relief to artists and 
creative workers that suf-
fered lost income due to the 
pandemic.

Similarly, the California 
Rebuilding Fund has pro-
vided loans to more than 
700 small businesses — and 
in September, announced 
the addition of $56.5 mil-
lion of available capital. The 
program off ers low-interest 
loans to eligible businesses 
across the state, distributing 
them through a network of 
community lenders.

In general, community 
lenders like community 
development fi nancial insti-
tutions, or CDFIs, can be a 
great option for aff ordable 
fi nancing, particularly for 
traditionally underserved 
businesses, such as those 
operating in low-income 
areas, minority-owned busi-
nesses or women-owned 
businesses.

It’s worthwhile to look 
at CDFIs from both a geo-
graphic and sector angle, 
says Randell Leach, CEO 
of Benefi cial State Bank, 
a CDFI with locations in 
California, Oregon and 
Washington. If you’re a 
natural food store, for 
example, there’s a good 
chance you’ll fi nd a CDFI 
that’s focused on that, he 
says.

Business owners can 
search state or city govern-
ment websites and reach 

out to local representatives 
or industry groups to fi nd 
grant and loan programs in 
their area that they might 
qualify for. To fi nd CDFIs 
in your region, or those that 
might be relevant to your 
business sector, you can 
browse the offi  cial list of 
certifi ed CDFIs on the U.S. 
Department of the Trea-
sury’s Community Devel-
opment Financial Institu-
tions Fund website.

Organizations like 
SCORE and local Small 
Business Development Cen-
ters also off er access to 
free recovery resources and 
can help business owners 
identify potential funding 
opportunities.

Don’t forget about PPP 
forgiveness

Over 11 million PPP 
loans were approved, and as 
of Oct. 3, approximately 7.5 
million applications for PPP 
loan forgiveness have been 
submitted, according to the 
SBA.

Loan forgiveness won’t 
off er your business addi-
tional funding. But it 
will ensure you can put 
money you already have 
toward expenses rather 
than PPP loan payments. 
If you received a PPP loan, 
you have until the loan’s 
maturity date to apply for 
forgiveness.

PPP
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and Halloween-themed tea 
parties this past week.

Roberts noted that 
watching kids grow over 
the years alongside her 

custom cake business has 
been rewarding.

“I’ve watched the kids 
grow up, from making 
them birthday cakes 
when they were young to 
making them their wed-
ding cakes,” she said.

Roberts stated that she 

hopes the bakery can shift 
back to more children’s 
classes and events as 
the pandemic eases. She 
noted that a recent uptick 
in celebratory cake orders 
gives her optimism for 
good things to come for 
the business.
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110 Announcements 110 Announcements

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings 

T.O.P.S.
Meets every Tuesday Morning 

8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. 
LDS Church in Island City. 

Fragrance Free Group

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Calvary Baptist Church

Third & Broadway
Baker City, OR

EVERY THURSDAY
6:15 - 8:00 PM

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Calvary Baptist Church

Third & Broadway
Baker City, OR

EVERY THURSDAY
6:15 - 8:00 PM

AL-ANON Attitude of Gratitude. 
Wednesdays, 12:15-1:30pm. 

Faith Lutheran Church. 
12th & Gekeler, La Grande
Please wear a mask & practice 

social distancing
541-786-2051 

DO YOU HAVE....
HURTS, HABITS 

and/or HANG UPS?
12 Step Biblical Support

Harvest Church
3720 Birch St. Baker City

Thurs., 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

LA GRANDE NOW HAS A 
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS 

MEETING!
Every Friday Night @5pm, 2107 
Gekeler Ln, LG, Church of Christ 
basement. For more info please 
call 971-219-8411 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
Goin’ Straight Group

Meetings:
Mon., Tues. Thurs. & Fri.

Start at 8 PM
Episcopal Church Basement
2177 1st Street,  Baker City

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Would you like to 

stop compulsive eating?
For Information Call 

541-523-5128
Leave a Message

Email: ecapoa@live.com

PEOPLE with PARKINSON’S
Caregivers, Family, Friends

SUPPORT GROUP
Contact Judith at 

208-855-9199
Meetings resume @GRH 
when restrictions ease.
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Hospice & Pallative Care, LLC
“Affirming life......every day, every time”

VOLUNTEER
doing what you love!

Volunteering is so rewarding 
and a great way to contribute 

to your community.
If you would like to volunteer 
a little, a lot, or once in awhile, 

go to www.gohospice.com
and fill out a volunteer application

If you need assistance contact:

Lori at 541.524.7688

114 Self-Help
Group Meetings 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
541-805-2229

neo-na.org

AL-ANON
Keep Coming Back Family Group

Mondays, 7 pm
at NKWest, 1208 Adams, 

La Grande, OR

NARCOTICS  ANONYMOUS
Monday, Thursday, & Friday
at 8pm. Episcopal Church

2177 First St.
Baker City

Drug Problem? 
We can help!

Narcotics Anonymous
Phone: 541-805-2229

www.neo-na.org
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THE DEADLINE
for placing a 

CLASSIFIED AD
is 4:00 P.M.

TWO BUSINESS DAYS
BEFORE PUBLICATION

Publication Days:
Tuesday,Thursday,Saturday

PULL TABS 
ACCEPTED 

AT THE FOLLOWING 
BAKER CITY LOCATIONS

 ∙  Baker City Herald
 ∙  Dollar Tree
 ∙  Black’s Distributing
 ∙  Ryder Bros
 ∙  VFW
 ∙  Baker Elk’s Lodge
 ∙  Main Event
 ∙  Lefty’s Tap House
 ∙  Baker City Fire Dept.
 ∙  Haines Sell-Rite
 ∙  Idle Hour
 ∙  Salvation Army


