A8 — THE OBSERVER

SPORTS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2021

PLAYOFFS

Continued from Page A7

three-game losing skid, recently
falling 50-14 to Enterprise on Oct.
22. The Cougars also lost 34-26 to
Union on Oct. 15, giving the Bob-
cats their lone win of the season.

“I think we can score on them,’
McClure said. “They’re a tough
team, but I like our chances against
them.”

A major bonus for the Huskies
is having a healthy roster, which
the team could not say for the
majority of the season. Elgin only
has 11 players on the varsity roster,
so injuries can prove detrimental.
With everyone rested and healthy,
McClure’s team is primed for a cru-
cial matchup against Lyle/Wishram/
Klickitat.

“Everybody’s healthy right
now. We’re looking pretty good,”
McClure said.

IMBLER VS. CRANE — The
Imbler High School football team
caught a major break, moving up
into a guaranteed playoff spot.
Enterprise, the second-place team in
Special District 2 West, forfeited its
matchup and will rely on an at-large
bid to make the playoffs.

For the Panthers, it has been a
tale of two halves this year. Imbler
started off 1-3, but turned around
the season to finish the regular
season 4-4 overall and 3-3 in league
play.

Crane has been a strong team
this year, going 6-2 overall and 4-2
in league action. The team’s only
losses have come at the hands of
the top two seeds at the 1A level,
Adrian and Powder Valley. The
Mustangs are ranked No. 6 in the
state rankings and will be looking
to improve upon that position at the
district crossover.

Kickoff between Imbler and
Crane is scheduled for 1 p.m. at
Community Stadium.

POWDER VALLEY VS.
IONE/ARLINGTON — The
Powder Valley football team enters
its district crossover matchup red
hot and ranked No. 1 in the OSAA
1A rankings.

The Badgers are coming off a
36-20 victory over top-five Crane,
which guaranteed that the team
would be on the opposite side of
the playoff bracket as undefeated
powerhouse Adrian.

Senior running back Case Olson
had a standout performance in the
victory, totaling 150 rushing yards,
one rushing touchdown and two
interceptions on defense. Olson’s
hot hand, alongside a potent offen-
sive attack for Powder Valley, will
be crucial to securing the top 1A
seed. Senior quarterback Reece
Dixon facilitates the offense, along-
side receiver Kaden Kreiger.

lone/Arlington enters the
matchup with momentum, winning
its last three games. Standing at
4-2 in the league and 5-3 in overall
play, the Cardinals will be aiming
for a major upset over the Badgers.

Kickoff between Powder Valley
and lone/Arlington is slated for
4 p.m. at Community Stadium.
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LOCAL STANDINGS MEN'’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL PREP FOOTBALL
Cascade Collegiate Conference 4A Special District 6
COLLFGE FOOTBALL Team League Overall Team League Overall
Frontier Conference Eastern Oregon 0-0 1-1 La Grande 1-0 5-1
Team _ League Overall Bushnell 0-0 0-0 Baker 1-0 4-4
Rocky Mountain 6-1 61 College of Idaho 0-0 0-0 Ontario 0-2 1-6
College of Idaho 5-2 52 Corban 0-0 0-0 1A Special District 2 East
Montana Western 4-3 53 Evergreen 0-0 0-0 Team League Overall
Carroll College 3-4 3-4 LC State 0-0 0-0 Adrian 6-0 8-0
Eastern Oregon 34 3-4 Multnomah 00 00 Powder Valley 5-1 7-1
Southern Oregon 34 34 Northwest 00 00 Crane 4-2 6-2
Montana Tech 3-4 3-4 Oreaon Tech 0-0 00 Elgin 3-3 2-4
MSU-Northern 1-6 1-7 gon 'ec Cove 24 26
Southern Oregon 0-0 0-0 Wallowa 1-5 1-5
MEN’S COLLEG_E SOCCER Walla Walla 0-0 0-0 Union 0-6 1-7
Cascade Collegiate Conference Warner Pacific 0-0 0-0 1A Special District 2 West
e League Overal  WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Team League Overall
regon fed Cascade Collegiate Conference Dufur 5-1 5-3
Warner Pacific 10-1-0 1320 Temm League Overall Enterprise 4-) 5-3
Southern Oregon 9-2-0 13-2-0 Eastern Oredon 00 21 lone/Arlington 4-2 53
Corban 840 960 Bushnell ’ 0-0 0-0 Imbler 33 44
College of Idaho 6-4-1 8-4-1 Coll fldah 0-0 00 Lyle/Wishram/Klickitat 33 4-4
Eastern Oregon 650 680 oliege otidano Pilot Rock 1-5 2-5
Evergreen 5-4-2 5-7-2 Corban 0-0 0-0 Sherman/Condon 1-5 1-6
Northwest 452 862 Evergreen 0-0 0-0 1A Special District 4
Carroll 452 472 LC State 0-0 0-0 Team League Overall
Rocky Mountain 452 753 Multnomah 0-0 0-0 Mitchell/Spray/Wheeler 7-0 7-0
Providence 3.7-1 3941 Northwest 0-0 0-0 Prairie City/Burnt River 6-1 6-1
OregonTech 0-0 0-0 Echo 43 43
Bushnell 2100 2-13-0 9
Walla Walla 1-10-0  1-11-1  SouthemOregon 0-0 0-0 JP‘?S‘Eth | g'i g'i
Multnomah 0110 0160  WallaWalla 0-0 0-0 g ] ]
Warner Pacific 0-0 0-0 3. Wasco Co. 34 34
WOMEN'’S COLLEGE SOCCER Huntington 1-6 1-6
Cascade Collegiate Conference COLLEGE VOLLFYBALL Dayville/Monument 0-7 0-7
Team League Overall Cascade Collegiate Conference PREP BOYS SOCCER
OregonTech 910 1220  Team League Overall 45 Greater Oregon League
College of Idaho 8-2-0 11-4-0 Corban 17-1 23-1 Team League Overall
Southern Oregon 820 10-4-1 Eastern Oregon 16-2 21-5 McLoughlin 501 10-2-1
Corban 7-4-0 11-4-0 Oregon Tech 14-4 18-5 La Grande 2-1-3 4-2-3
Eastern Oregon 7-3-0  10-4-0 Bushnell 13-5 17-5 Ontario 2-3-1 553
Northwest 6-2-2 7-6-3 Northwest 10-8 11-12 Baker/PV 0-5-1 1-9-1
ROCky Mountain 6-4-1 9-5-2 LC State 9-9 14-12 PREP GIRLS SOCCER
Carroll A1 57 Evergreen -9 2-10 4A Greater Oregon League
Evergreen 3-7-0 3-0-1 College of Idaho 9-9 12-14 Team League Overall
Warner Pacific 3-7-0 4-9-0 Southern Oregon 7-11 12-11 La Grande 600 10-2-1
Bushnell 290 4120 Multnomah 3-15 4-15 Ontario 4-2-0 4-8-0
Providence 290 2-12-0 Warner Pacific 1-17 1-20 McLoughlin 0-4-2 6-5-2
Multnomah 0-10-0  1-11-0 Walla Walla 0-18 0-19 Baker/PV 0-4-2 2-9-2
ONTHE SLATE PREP CROSS-COUNTRY Eastern Oregon at Evergreen State, Eastern Oregon at Gonzaga,
. Union/Cove, Imbler, Elgin, Wallowa 3pm. exhibition, 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 29 Valley at 3A/2A/1A Special District COLLEGE MEN’S Tuesday, Nov. 2
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 5 Cross-Country Championship, 7th BASKETBALL PREP VOLLEYBALL
g‘::g;imﬁorﬁ?on atEastern EtrEEt Cgmr?éx, Jc:hngay, 3pm. Montana Western at Eastern OSAA Class 2A volleyball state
)/ PN , T C IO, Oregon, 10:30 a.m. playoffs
COLLEGE MEN'S SOCCER Le:ague District Meet, McLoughlin PREP VOLLEYBALL Teams and pairings TBD
Ii;igm Oregon at Northwest, Al EEE EE OSAA Class 4A volleyball state  OSAA Class 1A volleyball state
COLLEGE WOMEN'S SOCCER Saturday, Oct. 30 by playoffs
Eastern Oregon at Northwest, 3 p.m COLLEGE FOOTBALL La Grande at Cascade, TBD Teams and pairings TBD
¢ +>PM- Carroll College at Eastern Oregon, OSAA Class 2A volleyball state PREP GIRLS SOCCER
. PREP FOOTBA,LIT 1p.m. playoffs OSAA Class 4A girls state
El'glrr vs. Lyle/Wishram/Klickitat, COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL Union at Coquille, TBD playoffs
S's;(cg:;{; srg:e;,}Eastern Cirzzar Oregon Tech at Eastern Oregon, OSAA Class 1A volleyball state  TBD at La Grande, TBD
oneh 5p.m. playoffs Wednesday, Nov. 3
Powder Valley vs. lone/Arlington, Eastern Oregon at Evergreen State, Sunday, Oct. 31 Eastern Oregon vs. Wyoming
Eastern Oregon Universityl 4 p.m. 12:30 p.m. COLLEGE MEN’S Communlty CO"ege, American Fa"S,
La Grande at Baker, 7 p.m. COLLEGE WOMEN'’S SOCCER BASKETBALL Idaho, TBA

RIVALRY
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They gave up 14.4 in five victo-
ries, and 44 points in the setback
against the 8-0 Rangers.

Both teams have locked up
a postseason berth, but the out-
come of Friday’s contest will
determine who is at home in the
first round of the playoffs and
who likely will have to travel
across the state.

THE OBSERVER

w look S g
‘j:ming for t°p 0‘
old service Debate on fl\{e
tation religion, socid

Years of
backyafd
sewage

P

COVID-19
relief package

offers hope in

‘Union County

L [e———

a0, saltorno?

Wt politics:

7
mauersthat are .
\'\ssues,masksorc v

First Place

La Grande has dominated the
rivalry in recent years, winning
nine out of the last 11 contests.
However, the Bulldogs defeated
the Tigers 22-7 during last
year’s shortened spring season
to earn the tiebreaker and win
the league. Returning players
on La Grande were still sick to
their stomachs about the loss at
the start of this year, which will
add motivation to this week’s
game.

La Grande is coming off a

34-24 victory at home against
Ontario, the team’s third straight
win. However, the Tigers led
28-0 in the second quarter

and several turnovers allowed
Ontario to claw back into the
game.

A key for the Tigers has been
senior running back Brody
MacMillan’s return from injury.
The bruising tailback rushed for
four touchdowns in the victory
and has emerged as La Grande’s
top source of offense. Getting

his momentum going in the
ground game has been a crucial
element of La Grande’s success
this year.

Not only is this a must-win
for La Grande’s players against
in a longstanding rivalry,
but the game will decide the
league champion and send
the losing team home disap-
pointed. With all this on the
line, the stakes are arguably
higher than ever this week for
the Tigers.

Committed to excellence for our readers

in 2020”

Use of Graphics - “Looking back: Coronavirus

Second Place

Feature Story - “Team digs into local mystery” -
by Phil Wright — —

Feature Story Personality - “One step at a time”
by Dick Mason

Feature Story - “New neighborhood watch
helping people cope with crisis”
by Dick Mason

Business or Economic Story - “Flaunting the
freeze” by Kaleb Lay

Editorial - Phil Wright

Sports Story - “Standout siblings”
by Ronald Bond
Page One Design - Martha Allen

Third Place

2020 Oregon Newspaper
Publishers Association

Better Newspaper Contest

eomediagroupcom

Awards

MEDIA
group

The Astorian

East Oregonian
Bend Bulletin
Capital Press

La Grande Observer
Baker City Herald

General Excellence
Enterprise Reporting - “Union County Sheriff
Boyd Rasmussen under investigation”
by Sabrina Thompson and Phil Wright
Special Section - “2020: The Year in Review”

Wallowa County Chieftain

Blue Mountain Eagle
Hermiston Herald
Seaside Signal
Redmond Spokesman
Chinook Observer

Coast River Business Journal

www.lagrandeobserver.com




