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EDITORIALS

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of The Observer editorial 

board. Other columns, letters and 

cartoons on this page express the 

opinions of the authors and not 

necessarily that of The Observer.

LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes letters 

to the editor. We edit letters for 

brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We will not publish con-

sumer complaints against busi-

nesses, personal attacks against 

private individuals or comments 

that can incite violence. We also 

discourage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer than 

350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number (for verifi -

cation only). We will not publish 

anonymous letters.

• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Longer community comment 

columns, such as Other Views, 

must be no more than 700 words. 

Writers must provide a recent 

headshot and a one-sentence 

biography. Like letters to the 

editor, columns must refrain from 

complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private 

individuals. Submissions must 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number.

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the discre-

tion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 

T
he eff ort by the La Grande High 
School Class of 2022 last week to 
give back to the community should be 

lauded.
The students fanned out across the county as 

part of a senior day of service Oct. 13, helping 
with a variety of projects. From cleanup and 
renovation projects to chopping wood, students 
— and some teachers and administrators — 
made a big statement about the importance of 
giving back.

Why these types of eff orts are important is 
self-evident. Communities prosper when resi-
dents are involved. That means not only politi-
cally but also with charity and volunteer eff orts.

Thankfully, Union County can count on a 
variety of organizations — such as Neighbors 
Together of Union County — to lend a hand. 
Most of these organizations are nonprofi ts. That 
means, for the most part, they do not have an 
endless supply of available cash to draw from to 
support those in the community who could use 
a hand.

That’s where we all come in. Volunteering 
time, or even springing for a small donation, 
to a local nonprofi t organization will build the 
strength of the community by helping someone 
who needs it. If you can manage it, contributing 
to a local nonprofi t is extraordinarily helpful.

The senior day of service fi ts right into the 
mold of helping the community — but it is 
important for another reason. Such projects 
teach our youth to help the community. They 
are the next generation that will make key deci-
sions for us all, and showing them why it is so 
crucial to help is a big investment into our col-
lective future.

The senior day of service also helps shine a 
bright light on the ongoing need in our com-
munity for volunteers who want to make a 
diff erence.

And that’s what volunteering your time is all 
about — making a diff erence in someone’s life.

Hats off  to the LHS class of 2022.

OUR VIEW

Opinion A4

Reservoirs should not be 
written off 

Our possible solutions to reduce 
the impacts of climate change 
should not exclude building more 
reservoirs. Phil Howell’s short-
sighted conclusion — no to res-
ervoirs — seemed to be based on 
rivers that lack the spring runoff s to 
fi ll the reservoir’s storage capacity. 
He should consider that in many 
drainages, including the Columbia, 
there is an increasing amount of 
unused water lost to early spring 
fl ows to the ocean.

Our trend toward warming tem-
peratures has several negative 
eff ects on the way river fl ows are 
distributed during the year. Instead 
of a lingering snowmelt that meters 
out stream fl ows in the summer 
months, less snow and an ear-
lier melt result in increased fl ows 
escaping to the ocean at earlier 
dates.

This warming trend will have 
two major impacts on stream fl ows. 
Less snow left for the summer 
months will reduce mid-season 
fl ows and increase water tem-
peratures. This will result in less 
water for irrigation and water tem-
peratures that will exceed toler-
ance levels for young salmon and 

steelhead.
Last but not least, compressing 

the time period for snowmelt 
increases the chance of a major 
spring fl ood. A rapid snowmelt cou-
pled with the nationwide increase 
in high-intensity rain events could 
cause major damage to towns bor-
dering the Grande Ronde River.

In order to reduce the impacts of 
a warming climate we need tran-
sitional tools to use until other 
methods are found to slow global 
warming. Here is where smaller 
dams placed in the drainage head-
water could be a useful tool. These 
dams could catch a share of the 
spring runoff  and meter out the 
waters throughout the summer, thus 
keeping stream temperatures lower 
and providing irrigation.

Another potential source for 
water storage and release would 
be to put mini-dams at the spillage 
end of some of the high lakes in the 
Wallowas.

For several years dams have not 
been built, mainly because of their 
covering of spawning grounds for 
salmon and steelhead. However, it 
appears it would be better to sac-
rifi ce spawning habitat in order to 
keep downstream temperatures in 
tolerance levels of young salmon 
and steelhead.

Paying for dams is always a 
factor. However, there are several 
choices, such as user fees, excise 
taxes, grants and bonds, to name a 
few. One should also consider that it 
is sometimes more costly to not do a 
project than to do one.

Harlan Scott
Elgin

Commissioners stood up 
for my right to choose

Fear is quite the motivating force. 
The COVID pandemic has certainly 
frightened me. But my biggest fear is 
government overreach.

Because of my age and spe-
cifi c health concerns, I made the 
informed decision to get the Mod-
erna vaccine in February and March. 
However, if I was 40 years younger 
and pregnant or considering starting 
a family, I may very well have made 
a diff erent choice.

I commend the members of the 
Union County Commission for their 
bravery in voicing their objection 
to universal vaccine mandates. The 
letter they sent to Gov. Kate Brown 
expressed their interest in protecting 
my right to choose. That is what I 
expect my elected offi  cials to do.

Jackie Bingner
La Grande
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Students 
help make 
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