
Call 

Phone:
541-963-3161

Toll free (Oregon):
1-800-781-3214

Email:

news@lagrandeobserver.com

www.lagrandeobserver.com

POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:

The Observer, 
911 Jefferson Ave., 
La Grande, OR 97850

Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, Oregon 97801 
Published Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
(except postal holidays) by EO Media Group, 
911 Jefferson Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 
(USPS 299-260)

COPYRIGHT © 2021

The Observer retains ownership and copyright 
protection of all staff-prepared news copy, advertising 
copy, photos and news or ad illustrations. They may 
not be reproduced without explicit prior approval.

An independent newspaper founded in 1896

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE

NEWSSTAND PRICE: $1.50
You can save up to 55% off the single-copy 

price with home delivery.
800-781-3214  to subscribe.

Subscription rates:

Monthly Autopay ............................... $10.75
13 weeks.................................................$37.00
26 weeks.................................................$71.00
52 weeks ..............................................$135.00

STAFF

Regional publisher. ...................... Karrine Brogoitti

Regional circulation director .................. Kelli Craft

Interim editor .................................... Andrew Cutler

News clerk ........................................Lisa Lester Kelly

Reporter ....................................................Dick Mason

Reporter ............................................Davis Carbaugh

Intern ...................................................Carlos Fuentes

Multimedia journalist ......................... Alex Wittwer

Home delivery advisor ............... Amanda Fredrick

Advertising representative ........... Juli Bloodgood

Advertising representative .................... Amy Horn

National accounts coordinator ...... Devi Mathson

Graphic design .................................. Dorothy Kautz

Page design .......................................... Martha Allen

A division of

LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes letters 

to the editor. We edit letters for 

brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We will not publish con-

sumer complaints against busi-

nesses, personal attacks against 

private individuals or comments 

that can incite violence. We also 

discourage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer than 

350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number (for verifi -

cation only). We will not publish 

anonymous letters.

t• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Longer community comment 

columns, such as Other Views, 

must be no more than 700 words. 

Writers must provide a recent 

headshot and a one-sentence 

biography. 

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the discre-

tion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

I
f it takes 15 pages to convince somebody you 
are an Oregon resident, well, it could be the 
evidence is so overwhelming that there’s a lot 

to say.

It could be that the argument is not so great, 

so might as well throw everything in there. Or it 

could just be complicated.

Which brings us to the 15 pages by lawyers for 

Nicholas Kristof, arguing yes, he is a resident of 

Oregon and is qualifi ed to run for governor.
Kristof indisputably won the Pulitzer Prize, 

twice. The fi rst time was for his reporting of the 
1989 Tiananmen Square protests and a second 

time for his columns for the New York Times on 

genocide in Darfur. (You can read the pieces at 

tinyurl.com/Kristofchina and tinyurl.com/Kristo-

fi nDarfur. Worth it.)
Kristof indisputably is also Oregon grown, 

raised in Yamhill. He indisputably owns property 

there.

Whether he is an Oregon resident may be 

mostly true or mostly not true. It’s mostly argued 

so he might be governor. He may meet the 

requirement for “a resident within this state” for 

a period of “three years next preceding his elec-

tion.” It’s not axiomatic. We can’t tell you what a 

court would decide.

The 15 pages read like a combination of 

learned treatise, campaign fl yer and some odd 
facts. We learn legal history of the concept of res-

idency. We repeatedly are told Kristof consid-

ered Oregon home. He would mention he was 

“home” in his columns, referring to Oregon. We 

learn “he made a signifi cant investment to con-
vert his Yamhill family farm from growing cher-

ries to cider apples and wine grapes.” His family 

“keeps personal items like clothing” at the home 

in Oregon. The family dog’s name: Crystal.

It also says in 2000, he registered to vote in 

New York state. He switched it to Oregon in 

December 2020. And in New York, you must be a 

resident of New York to vote in New York. Does 

that mean he is not a resident of Oregon three 

years preceding the Nov. 8, 2022, election? Or is 

voting not enough to determine residency?

We’d like to see him run because he’s smart. 

We would like to hear his vision for Oregon, what 

policies he would choose to get us there and why 

we should believe he would be good at governing.

It would be a worse race without him. The 

Democratic Party primary may be the only part 

of the race that really matters in the governor’s 

election. And that fi eld is crowded with candi-
dates such as House Speaker Tina Kotek and state 

Treasurer Tobias Read, and the less well known.

Kristof would give voters another choice and 

we imagine a meaningfully diff erent one.

OUR VIEW

Opinion A4

A
river, as all great things, 
must start somewhere. Like 
the network of blood ves-

sels in your body, our watersheds 
are interconnected. You have big 
arteries running to your organs, 
and from those arteries stems a 
complex network of millions of 
tiny blood vessels that allow the 
rest of your body to function.

So too is true for our 
watersheds.

Behind every rushing river 
I raft and every hefty steelhead 
I catch is a vast web of small 
streams all lined up to do their 
part. No matter what you call them 
(tributaries, headwater streams, 
intermittent streams, spawning 
grounds), they’re incredibly 
important.

Yet when we look at the various 
policies crafted to safeguard water, 
they’ve been relegated to some-
where on the spectrum of “over-
looked” to “intentionally ignored.” 
In fact, many of these waters don’t 
even appear on maps, and Oregon 
has no comprehensive inventory. 
This isn’t because they’re useless. 
Far from it.

Without their cumulative infl u-
ence, Oregon’s great rivers would 
be shells of themselves.

Now, science is highlighting 
the need to make up for decades 
of neglect. I recently discov-
ered the paper Where Rivers Are 
Born: The Scientifi c Imperative 
for Defending Small Streams and 
Wetlands, in which stream experts 
detail the myriad contributions 
to natural ecosystems and human 
economies coming from headwa-
ters, even those that don’t run all 
year.

For example, scientists have 

catalogued 290 diff erent types of 
plants, animals and other living 
organisms in headwater zones, 
including some that are unique to 
these areas. This fact comes as no 
surprise to me.

Though I love to fl y-fi sh, I also 
love to snorkel, and I’ve discov-
ered that the ultimate way to get 
to know some of these smaller 
streams is by dipping my head in 
to take a look. While they might 
not look like much on the surface, 
headwater streams are quite liter-
ally bursting with life.

My most recent snorkel in a 
small bedrock-lined creek revealed 
great plains of algae-covered rocks 
upon which hundreds of caddis 
fl y larvae were munching, while 
schools of juvenile wild steelhead 
and salmon poked curiously at my 
feet.

The health and abundance of 
the tiny creatures I saw inhab-
iting those streams high up in the 
river system directly contributes 
to the downstream success of Ore-
gon’s recreational and commercial 
fi shing industries. 

The abundant food, complex 
structure and lower fl ows that 
headwater streams provide create 
ideal conditions for young fi sh to 
grow.

In Oregon, fi sh biologists have 
found that coho salmon frequently 
head to intermittent streams to 
spawn, and young salmon will 
later return to these streams 
for refuge when conditions in 
mainstream rivers prove to be 
treacherous.

But more than just fi sh benefi t. 
Where Rivers Are Born outlines 
how our human lives and econo-
mies are also very directly aff ected 
by the health (or lack thereof) of 
these streams. Protecting these 
areas in their natural condi-
tion helps prevent downstream 
fl ooding, cleans and recharges the 
groundwater that fi lls municipal 

water stores (like your well, if you 
have one), and leads to healthier 
forests and more stable fl ows 
throughout the summer.

By drastically altering these 
forests, or removing them whole-
sale as we often do on private and 
state lands across Oregon, we 
accelerate the water cycle and lose 
many of these key functions in the 
process. We are already seeing the 
consequences of overlooking these 
integral components of our water-
sheds: struggling salmon runs, 
toxic algae blooms and drought.

If we fail to protect these head-
water streams, we will continue 
to see the state of our larger rivers 
deteriorate.

Luckily, there are solutions that 
I’m feeling optimistic about. One 
is U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden’s River 
Democracy Act, a landmark piece 
of legislation that looks holisti-
cally at watersheds, and aims to 
protect a variety of public waters 
throughout Oregon, including 
select important headwater and 
intermittent streams. Another 
opportunity on the horizon is an 
update to the Oregon Forest Prac-
tices Act, the law that governs log-
ging practices on state and private 
lands (which, by the way, aff ord 
little-to-no protections to these 
waters).

Together, these proposals could 
safeguard the water quality and 
quantity for hundreds of thousands 
of Oregonians, not to mention the 
fi sh and wildlife that also rely on 
these streams.

We’re getting a sneak preview 
of what’s to come should we con-
tinue to ignore these critical head-
water streams. Let’s take action to 
protect them now, while we still 
have them.

———
Jamie Dawson is an enthusi-

astic angler, hunter and public 
lands advocate for Oregon Wild. 
She lives in Bend.
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