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Kristof’s
residency
quandary

f it takes 15 pages to convince somebody you
Iare an Oregon resident, well, it could be the

evidence is so overwhelming that there’s a lot
to say.

It could be that the argument is not so great,
so might as well throw everything in there. Or it
could just be complicated.

Which brings us to the 15 pages by lawyers for
Nicholas Kristof, arguing yes, he is a resident of
Oregon and is qualified to run for governor.

Kristof indisputably won the Pulitzer Prize,
twice. The first time was for his reporting of the
1989 Tiananmen Square protests and a second
time for his columns for the New York Times on
genocide in Darfur. (You can read the pieces at
tinyurl.com/Kristofchina and tinyurl.com/Kristo-
finDarfur. Worth it.)

Kristof indisputably is also Oregon grown,
raised in Yambhill. He indisputably owns property
there.

Whether he is an Oregon resident may be
mostly true or mostly not true. It’s mostly argued
so he might be governor. He may meet the
requirement for “a resident within this state” for
a period of “three years next preceding his elec-
tion.” It’s not axiomatic. We can’t tell you what a
court would decide.

The 15 pages read like a combination of
learned treatise, campaign flyer and some odd
facts. We learn legal history of the concept of res-
idency. We repeatedly are told Kristof consid-
ered Oregon home. He would mention he was
“home” in his columns, referring to Oregon. We
learn “he made a significant investment to con-
vert his Yamhill family farm from growing cher-
ries to cider apples and wine grapes.” His family
“keeps personal items like clothing” at the home
in Oregon. The family dog’s name: Crystal.

It also says in 2000, he registered to vote in
New York state. He switched it to Oregon in
December 2020. And in New York, you must be a
resident of New York to vote in New York. Does
that mean he is not a resident of Oregon three
years preceding the Nov. 8, 2022, election? Or is
voting not enough to determine residency?

We’d like to see him run because he’s smart.
We would like to hear his vision for Oregon, what
policies he would choose to get us there and why
we should believe he would be good at governing.

It would be a worse race without him. The
Democratic Party primary may be the only part
of the race that really matters in the governor’s
election. And that field is crowded with candi-
dates such as House Speaker Tina Kotek and state
Treasurer Tobias Read, and the less well known.

Kristof would give voters another choice and
we imagine a meaningfully different one.
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river, as all great things,
Amust start somewhere. Like

the network of blood ves-
sels in your body, our watersheds
are interconnected. You have big
arteries running to your organs,
and from those arteries stems a
complex network of millions of
tiny blood vessels that allow the
rest of your body to function.

So too is true for our
watersheds.

Behind every rushing river
I raft and every hefty steelhead
I catch is a vast web of small
streams all lined up to do their
part. No matter what you call them
(tributaries, headwater streams,
intermittent streams, spawning
grounds), they’re incredibly
important.

Yet when we look at the various
policies crafted to safeguard water,
they’ve been relegated to some-
where on the spectrum of “over-
looked” to “intentionally ignored.”
In fact, many of these waters don’t
even appear on maps, and Oregon
has no comprehensive inventory.
This isn’t because they’re useless.
Far from it.

Without their cumulative influ-
ence, Oregon’s great rivers would
be shells of themselves.

Now, science is highlighting
the need to make up for decades
of neglect. I recently discov-
ered the paper Where Rivers Are
Born: The Scientific Imperative
for Defending Small Streams and
Wetlands, in which stream experts
detail the myriad contributions
to natural ecosystems and human
economies coming from headwa-
ters, even those that don’t run all
year.

For example, scientists have

catalogued 290 different types of
plants, animals and other living
organisms in headwater zones,
including some that are unique to
these areas. This fact comes as no
surprise to me.

Though I love to fly-fish, I also
love to snorkel, and I’ve discov-
ered that the ultimate way to get
to know some of these smaller
streams is by dipping my head in
to take a look. While they might
not look like much on the surface,
headwater streams are quite liter-
ally bursting with life.

My most recent snorkel in a
small bedrock-lined creek revealed
great plains of algae-covered rocks
upon which hundreds of caddis
fly larvae were munching, while
schools of juvenile wild steelhead
and salmon poked curiously at my
feet.

The health and abundance of
the tiny creatures I saw inhab-
iting those streams high up in the
river system directly contributes
to the downstream success of Ore-
gon’s recreational and commercial
fishing industries.

The abundant food, complex
structure and lower flows that
headwater streams provide create
ideal conditions for young fish to
Srow.

In Oregon, fish biologists have
found that coho salmon frequently
head to intermittent streams to
spawn, and young salmon will
later return to these streams
for refuge when conditions in
mainstream rivers prove to be
treacherous.

But more than just fish benefit.
Where Rivers Are Born outlines
how our human lives and econo-
mies are also very directly affected
by the health (or lack thereof) of
these streams. Protecting these
areas in their natural condi-
tion helps prevent downstream
flooding, cleans and recharges the
groundwater that fills municipal
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water stores (like your well, if you
have one), and leads to healthier
forests and more stable flows
throughout the summer.

By drastically altering these
forests, or removing them whole-
sale as we often do on private and
state lands across Oregon, we
accelerate the water cycle and lose
many of these key functions in the
process. We are already seeing the
consequences of overlooking these
integral components of our water-
sheds: struggling salmon runs,
toxic algae blooms and drought.

If we fail to protect these head-
water streams, we will continue
to see the state of our larger rivers
deteriorate.

Luckily, there are solutions that
I’'m feeling optimistic about. One
is U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden’s River
Democracy Act, a landmark piece
of legislation that looks holisti-
cally at watersheds, and aims to
protect a variety of public waters
throughout Oregon, including
select important headwater and
intermittent streams. Another
opportunity on the horizon is an
update to the Oregon Forest Prac-
tices Act, the law that governs log-
ging practices on state and private
lands (which, by the way, afford
little-to-no protections to these
waters).

Together, these proposals could
safeguard the water quality and
quantity for hundreds of thousands
of Oregonians, not to mention the
fish and wildlife that also rely on
these streams.

We’re getting a sneak preview
of what’s to come should we con-
tinue to ignore these critical head-
water streams. Let’s take action to
protect them now, while we still
have them.

Jamie Dawson is an enthusi-
astic angler, hunter and public
lands advocate for Oregon Wild.
She lives in Bend.
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