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Law enforcement seized 
two handguns, a pipe bomb 
and other items of evi-
dence. Offi  cers also found 
what appeared to be meth-
amphetamine, marijuana 
and alcohol in Burns’ bag 
along with the fi rearms and 
explosive device.

Both O’Quinn and 
Burns were lodged into the 
Union County Jail.

“Law enforcement acted 
immediately,” Lt. Jason 

Hays, of the 
La Grande 
Police Depart-
ment, said. 
“Thank-
fully, nobody 
was hurt and 
thankfully 

we had a witness who 
became a victim that was 
able to give us a very good 
description of the suspects 
involved.”

According to Hays, pre-
vious unrelated crimes 

by O’Quinn could point 
toward a crime spree. 
The investigation is still 
ongoing and additional 
charges could be fi led.

State court records show 
that O’Quinn’s criminal 
history in Union County 
extends to 2016, with con-
victions for unlawful entry 
into a vehicle, metham-
phetamine possession, 
misdemeanor theft and 
trespassing. O’Quinn also 
has pending criminal cases 

in Union County since 
2020, including felony 
criminal mischief and pos-
session of a burglary tool 
in one case and felony bur-
glary, altering or removing 
identifi cation informa-
tion on an AR-15 short 
barreled rifl e and felon in 
possession of a fi rearm in 
another case.

Burns has a pending 
case from September in 
Union County regarding a 
misdemeanor theft charge.
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last week for COVID-19 
were in quarantine after 
testing positive and the 
other four were absent 
because of close contacts.

The week before, two of 
the six staff  members out 
because of COVID-19 had 
tested positive for the virus.

Of the the fi ve staff  
out because of positive 
COVID-19 tests last week, 
four were from La Grande 
Middle School and one was 
a staff  member not based at 
a specifi c school.

Fifteen of the 21 stu-
dents out after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 were 
at the secondary school 

level. Nine were La Grande 
Middle School students and 
six were La Grande High 
School students. Elemen-
tary school statistics show 
six students out because of 
positive COVID-19 tests — 
three from Central Elemen-
tary, two from Island City 
Elementary and one from 
Greenwood Elementary.

La Grande Middle 
School had the highest 
number of students out due 
to close contacts with 22. 
LMS was followed by Cen-
tral, which had 11 students 
out due to close contacts. 
Island City had fi ve stu-
dents out, and Greenwood 
had four students out.

The school district has 
also released its September 
COVID-19 report, which 

indicates that 323 students 
and staff  were out at some 
point during the month 
after testing positive or due 
to close contacts. Mendoza 
said this is an refl ection of 
what the school district is 
facing as it continues func-
tioning during a pandemic.

“Even though there is a 
lot of COVID out there, our 
school district is still oper-
ating. We are still fi ghting 
to give students the best 
education we can,” he 
said. “We want to make it 
happen.”

Mendoza noted that in 
doing so the school dis-
trict’s staff  also is receiving 
an education.

“We are learning how to 
operate during a pandemic,” 
the superintendent said.
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La Grande School District Superintendent George Mendoza delivers opening remarks at the school board 

meeting held on Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021.

Following the renova-
tions in La Grande, that 
vision will exist for the 
local baseball and softball 
teams that frequent Pio-
neer Park.

“Everything went really 
smoothly,” Starwalt said.

According to Spence, 
there are several small 
projects that still need 
completion following the 
turf installation. The city 
will conduct irrigation 
and layout procedures on 
the outfi eld of Trice Com-
munity fi eld and perform 
hydroseeding where there 
is currently dirt from the 
renovations. At Optimist 
Field, some areas will need 
additional seeding in order 
to level out the surface 
of the playing area near 
fi rst base.

“Our goal is to get seed 
down ASAP,” Spence said.

According to Starwalt, 
the turf fi elds typically last 
approximately 10 years 
before needing an upgrade 
or replacement. He noted 
that one of the biggest 
advantages of having a turf 
fi eld is the decrease in rain 
delays and cancellations. 
The parks and recreation 
department will main-
tain brushing the turf and 
replenishing the rubber on 
a regular basis.

Another positive factor 
of a turf fi eld is expanded 
availability in the winter 
months, when most base-
ball fi elds in Oregon are 
unplayable.

“For the kids who are 
driven and want to work 
on their game in the off -
season, nothing really 
holds them back,” Starwalt 
said.

Enhanced 
performance

The turf fi elds will 
be a major draw for 
hosting teams from all 
across the region, as well 
as improving the home 
teams’ ability to train and 
perform.

According to Cody 
Bowen, co-head coach of 
the La Grande High School 
softball team, the turf will 
allow the team to train 
much earlier in the off -
season than in years past. 
The softball team previ-

ously had to wait to begin 
on-fi eld training until the 
rain decreased, while some 
teams with turf in other 
areas of the state would be 
able to get a head start.

Prior to the turf instal-
lation, the outfi eld at Trice 
Community Field had a 
severe drainage problem 
that often cause unplayable 
conditions. The project 

fi xed these drainage issues, 
which were a result of 
the fi eld being built on 
what was originally a 
wetland area.

“The fi eld never drained 
properly, so it was like 
playing on a wet sponge 
year-round,” Bowen said. 
“Now, we have less chance 
of injuries, and a proper 
fi eld surface will improve 

the kids’ abilities to react 
and respond to the ball.”

The high-quality 
playing surface is expected 
to draw in visiting teams 
and tournaments, and the 
quick turnaround between 
games is another added 
bonus of a turf fi eld. 
According to Starwalt, the 
time that would be spent 
preparing the dirt infi elds 

in between games is prac-
tically eliminated with 
turf. Teams will be able 
to switch onto the fi eld 
after the conclusion of the 
previous game with little 
wait time.

New opportunities

Upon completion, the 
two new fi elds will be 
accessible to the public by 
reservation with certain 
permissions through the 
La Grande Parks and Rec-

reation Department. The 
fi elds’ primary usage will 
be La Grande baseball and 
softball, Eastern Oregon 
University baseball and 
Little League.

Spence noted that the 
opportunity for tourna-
ments at both fi elds will 
be a positive thing for both 
the local sports programs 
and the city’s infrastruc-
ture. The new pitching 
mound on Optimist Field 
is removable, which will 
allow for two softball 
games to be played at once 
during tournaments.

“I think it will be a big 
draw for folks that want 
to come here and play 
on them,” he said. “We 
plan on off ering several 
tournaments throughout 
the year.”

Spence emphasized 
that the project came 
together through commu-
nity involvement and out-
reach. With the new turf 
being placed, the city of 
La Grande secured a major 
upgrade in its facilities 
that will benefi t the local 
sports programs and the 
community as a whole.

“Seeing the project 
come together with all 
the community sup-
porters has been very 
rewarding,” Spence said. 
“We couldn’t have done it 
without them. It’s just the 
way we do things in La 
Grande. People are very 
generous and have been 
willing to give to improve 
our facilities.”
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Keaton Weaver, an employee with Northwest Sports Turf Solutions, measures and cuts brown turf 

Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, as part of Optimist Field’s new makeover at La Grande’s Pioneer Park.
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Brandon Starwalt, an employee with Northwest Sports Turf Solutions and brother of the company’s owner, Ryan Starwalt, works on the ren-

ovation of Optimist Field on Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, in La Grande.

Take-out
Menu 

Updated 
Weekly

Open 
Fri-Sun 

5pm-8pm

www.tendepotstreet.com
541-963-8766

tendepotstreet@gmail.com

“Real Food for 
the People”

Get Trusted, 

Friendly, Expert 

Medicare Insurance 

Help

10106 North  C St. • Island City

541-975-1364 • Toll Free 1-866-282-1925  

www.reed-insurance.net

Trusted Insurance Help Since 1994

An Independent  

Insurance Agency

FREE DELIVERY

Union and Wallowa 

Counties

43 N. 8th  • Elgin, OR • 541-437-2054
ELGIN ELECTRIC

43 N. 8th   Elgin, OR   541-437-2054

Your home is only as smart as your Internet.
• Plans up to 100 Mbps.‡

• Free Smart Home Manager App1

 with Parental Controls.2

• The bandwidth to power multiple

 devices at once.
 Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

• Get a seamless whole-home Wi-Fi  

 experience with AT&T Smart Wi-Fi.3

 Limited availability. May not be available in your area. 

 Call to see if you qualify.

$
40/mo.

AT&T Internet

when bundled,

plus taxes &

equip. fee.

12 mo agmt, other qualifying service (min 

$19/mo) & combined bill req’d. $10/mo equip. 

fee applies. Incl 1TB data/mo. $10 chrg for 

each add’l 50GB (up to $100/mo).†

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.
$40 INTERNET OFFER: Price for Internet (768k - 100) for new residential customers when bundled with another qualifying AT&T service (DIRECTV, U-verse TV, AT&T TV or AT&T Phone or postpaid AT&T wireless). Prorated ETF ($180) applies if 
Internet is disconnected before end of 12 months. Must maintain all bundled services to receive advertised pricing. Additional Fees & Taxes: Excludes cost-recovery charges, where applicable and $10/mo equipment fee. Activ/Installation: $35 
activation fee (self-install) or $99 installation (full tech install) may apply. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. †Unlimited data allowance may also be 
purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo., or maintain a bundle of TV & Internet on a combined bill and receive unlimited internet data at no add’l charge. For more info, go to att.com/internet-usage.‡ Internet speed claims represent maximum 
network service capability speeds. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to att.com/speed101. 1AT&T Smart Home Manager is available to AT&T Internet service customers 
with a compatible AT&T Wi-Fi Gateway. Features limited to home Wi-Fi network. 2Parental Controls and Data Usage features available with BGW210, 5268AC and NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateways. 3AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 
5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole-home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. Offers may not be combined with other promotional offers on 
the same services and may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, the AT&T logo and all other AT&T marks 
contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.

Cut cable internet

and switch to AT&T

Internet. Call now! 888-486-0359
Iv Support Holdings LLC

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/14/21.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, 
Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6499

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!


