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“It has been
a long-term
goal and
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and saying, ‘I can’t wait to
get in there.” It’s going to be
awesome.”
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The facility will provide
space for the Mountain-
eers’ athletic teams to work
out in the winter and other
times of the year when there
is inclement weather. Some
EOU track athletes may
view it as a second home
since it will have a small
track to work out on, a
runway and sandpit for long
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dream. It is
nice to see
it coming to
fruition.”
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— Ben Welch,

jumpers and triple jumpers
and pole vaulting facilities.

The structure will also
house a classroom for
EOU’s Health and Human
Performance program that
will double as a lab. In
addition, the facility will
be the new home of EOU’s
Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram, now in the Hoke
Union Building. The space
for the Outdoor Adven-
ture Program will feature
a 40-by-47-foot indoor
climbing center.

Upper-level features will
include a mezzanine above
the classroom space.

Once completed, the
fieldhouse will be the
largest building of its kind
at any college or university
in Oregon, Washington and
Idaho that is not a NCAA
Division I school, said Ben
Welch, EOU’s head men’s
and women’s track and field
coach.

“It will be a difference
maker for us,” he said.

Welch believes that some
student athletes may not
fully appreciate what is
being built because many

such facilities.

universities do not have

“I don’t know if they
totally understand the sig-
nificance of this because
they have nothing to com-
pare it to,” he said.

Original designs for
the building called for it to
have 88,300 gross square
feet, which would have
allowed for a 200-meter
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Alex Wittwer/The Observer
Looming above a worker from the Mike Becker General Contractor company on
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, the steel frame of what will be Eastern Oregon University’s
fieldhouse gives a sense of the finished facility’s size.

track, making indoor track
meets a possibility. How-
ever, budget constraints led
to reducing the space by
about 25%.

Welch said the smaller
building and track still will
be a big plus for his team in
the winter. He said the track
team conducts its winter
practices in Quinn Colise-
um’s small gym, which has

EOU’s head men’s and women’s
track and field coach
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Alex Wittwer/The Observer
A construction worker from the Mike Becker General Contractor company on
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, installs the frame of what will be Eastern Oregon Universi-
ty’s athletic fieldhouse.

common in the Midwest
than in the Northwest,
according to Welch, a Uni-
versity of Kansas alum.
Welch had been working
to help Eastern get a field-
house since coming to the
university in the 1990s.

“It has been a long-term
goal and dream,” he said.
“It is nice to see it coming
to fruition.”

to house a 200-meter track
and making indoor track
meets a possibility.

Garlitz said the big-
gest obstacle to getting the
building constructed on
schedule is receiving con-
struction materials on time.
He said there continues to
be shipping delays because
of COVID-19.

Fieldhouses are more

4,545 square feet. But in
the fieldhouse, he said, his
team will have access to
about 48,000 square feet for
practices.

The track coach said
the south side of the field-
house will be designed so
that an additional 80 feet
could be added later when
funding becomes available,
providing the space needed

GRANTS

Continued from Page Al

out well over $100,000 in
grants and scholarships.
The purpose of the founda-
tion is not to pay for things
the school district already
covers, such as the salaries
of teachers and coaches
and travel expenses.
Instead, the foundation
wants to provide enrich-
ment funding for things
the school district cannot
afford, Lauritzen said.

“We want student teams
and organizations to have
to spend less time fund-
raising,” he said.

The LHS boys and girls
basketball teams receive
the most contributions
from the La Grande Edu-
cation Foundation each
year because of an endow-
ment for them created in
1998 by Fred and Patricia
Jarrard with a $100,000
donation. The money
established an endowment
for the basketball pro-
grams and cheerleading
program. Fred, who died
several years after making

the donation, was a 1947
LHS graduate.

The La Grande Educa-
tion Foundation now has

Baker City Herald, File

The La Grande High School boys and girls basketball teams will both
receive $6,000 from the La Grande Education Foundation in 2021.
The foundation also has granted $13,000 for other LHS athletic
teams, a music club, books, school furniture and scholarships.

$400,000 in total assets,
thanks to a surging stock
market and donations from
community members.

ROUND-UP
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and want to interact again,” he said.

The Pendleton Police Department
has 24 officers, a number that has not
changed since the 1960s.
Byram emphasized the
importance of having neigh-
boring law enforcement
assist with public safety
during Round-Up. Partici-
pants and spectators come
from across the country and
from foreign countries every
year for the famous event.

“We’re at full staff,”
Byram said, “and we obvi-
ously can’t do this without
our area partners.”

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office joins other law enforcement at
Round-Up, including the Umatilla County
Sheriff’s Office, police from Boardman,
Hermiston and Milton-Freewater and a
bicycle team from Oregon State Police.

Byram

“We know people are coming
here for a good time, but once
that jeopardizes the safety of
themselves or others, it'’s time

to nip that in the bud.”
— Pendleton Police Chief Chuck Byram

According to Bowen, the Union County
Sheriff’s Office has been sending depu-
ties to Round-Up for a number of years
now. Byram said that most visiting law
enforcement have attended the rodeo
before, which makes operations go
smoothly.

“We know people are coming here for
a good time, but once that jeopardizes the
safety of themselves or others, it’s time to
nip that in the bud,” he said.

The 2021 Pendleton Round-Up is set
to begin on Sept. 11, extending through
Sept. 18. Opening day events include
a Dress Up Parade in downtown Pend-
leton and a kick-off concert at the Happy
Canyon Arena.
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“ ATTENTION:

ALL RESIDENTS OF LA GRANDE AND SURROUNDING
AREAS INCLUDING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND
READERS OF DORY DIARIES

~

Dorothy Fleshman the author of the Dory Diaries column is turning 95 years old
on September 10, 2021. To show her our appreciation for all she has done for the
community, we are requesting that everyone (whether you know her personally or
not) please send her a birthday greeting card in the mail. She would be so thrilled
to receive birthday cards (not emails) from the entire community. We are praying
that we can reach at least 2,000 cards for her 95th birthday. Please send your birth-
day cards to “Dorothy Fleshman c¢/o The First Christian Church, P.O. Box 953, La
Grande, Oregon 97850

Please help us reach her goal and more as she would love to hear from each of you.
This would really make her 95th birthday extra special with the help of all of you.

Thank you and blessings.

Nicole Cathey

Turning 65, paying too
much or want to
compare your options?
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