
Call 

Phone:
541-963-3161

Toll free (Oregon):
1-800-781-3214

Email:

news@lagrandeobserver.com

www.lagrandeobserver.com

POSTMASTER
Send address changes to:

The Observer, 
911 Jefferson Ave., 
La Grande, OR 97850

Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, Oregon 97801 
Published Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
(except postal holidays) by EO Media Group, 
911 Jefferson Ave., La Grande, OR 97850 
(USPS 299-260)

COPYRIGHT © 2021

The Observer retains ownership and copyright 
protection of all staff-prepared news copy, advertising 
copy, photos and news or ad illustrations. They may 
not be reproduced without explicit prior approval.

An independent newspaper founded in 1896

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE

NEWSSTAND PRICE: $1.50
You can save up to 55% off the single-copy 

price with home delivery.
800-781-3214  to subscribe.

Subscription rates:

Monthly Autopay ............................... $10.75
13 weeks.................................................$37.00
26 weeks.................................................$71.00
52 weeks ..............................................$135.00

STAFF

Regional publisher. ...................... Karrine Brogoitti

Regional circulation director .................. Kelli Craft

Interim editor .................................... Andrew Cutler

News clerk ........................................Lisa Lester Kelly

Reporter ....................................................Dick Mason

Reporter ............................................Davis Carbaugh

Intern ...................................................Carlos Fuentes

Multimedia journalist ......................... Alex Wittwer

Home delivery advisor ............... Amanda Fredrick

Advertising representative ........... Juli Bloodgood

Advertising representative .................... Amy Horn

National accounts coordinator ...... Devi Mathson

Graphic design .................................. Dorothy Kautz

Page design .......................................... Martha Allen

A division of

EDITORIALS

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of The Observer editorial 

board. Other columns, letters and 

cartoons on this page express the 

opinions of the authors and not 

necessarily that of The Observer.

LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes letters 

to the editor. We edit letters for 

brevity, grammar, taste and legal 

reasons. We will not publish con-

sumer complaints against busi-

nesses, personal attacks against 

private individuals or comments 

that can incite violence. We also 

discourage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer than 

350 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number (for verifi -

cation only). We will not publish 

anonymous letters.

• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Longer community comment 

columns, such as Other Views, 

must be no more than 700 words. 

Writers must provide a recent 

headshot and a one-sentence 

biography. Like letters to the 

editor, columns must refrain from 

complaints against businesses or 

personal attacks against private 

individuals. Submissions must 

carry the author’s name, address 

and phone number.

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the discre-

tion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Tuesday, September 7, 2021 

T
he decision by the Union County Board 
of Commissioners to approve a resolution 
last week protesting Gov. Kate Brown’s 

COVID-19 mandates wasn’t much of a surprise, 

and in the end it probably won’t make much dif-

ference in terms of what is fast becoming a 

high-octane debate regarding the virus.

To be clear, this newspaper believes whether a 

person choses to get a COVID-19 vaccination is 

a personal matter, best decided between a patient 

and their health care provider.

However, while not scientifi c, we are con-
fi dent that most health care providers — the 
subject matter experts — would recommend 
vaccinations.

The decision by the county board, though, 

underscores how a medical and public health 

matter has spilled over into the public forum and 

become a lightning rod in certain areas of the 

state.

It is unfortunate the lines between medicine, 

public health and political rhetoric have become 

so blurred. While not exactly unexpected cur-

rently, the impact from such blurring is evident 

in measures like the one created and OK’d by the 

board of commissioners.

What really matters isn’t so much the political 

aspect of this debate but the eff ect it can have on 
those who are trying hard to wrestle and defeat 

another surge in the COVID-19 virus.

The virus is alive and well in Union County. 

And it is killing people.

Often the refrain is “Well, COVID-19 isn’t that 

bad. Most recover from it.”

What if you are one of those the virus does hit 

hard? What if you are one of those who dies from 

the virus? What then? The virus is more than a 

nuisance, or a vague concept, for those who die 

from it.

The emphasis has shifted from a medical issue 

to a political one and that is where the public, at 

large, loses.

Whether we like it or not we have a major 

public health crisis going on and people continue 

to perish because of it. Much like the Titanic, 

while people die, the band, so to speak, plays on, 

and elected leaders quickly jump on the boat to 

chastise the governor.

Our emphasis should be on stemming a public 

health crisis and saving actual lives, not picking 

political battles.

OUR VIEW

A4

Urgent action required to 
save Northwest salmon

As a retired fi sh biologist who 
still spends a lot of time with 
rivers, I’ve observed the impacts of 
warming rivers on fi sh and other 
wildlife here in Northeastern Oregon 
for many years. This summer has 
been grim.

Water temperatures are through 
the roof. In July, the entire run of 
endangered Snake River sockeye 
had to be trucked from Lower 
Granite Dam to their spawning 
streams. Water in the Snake was hot 
enough to kill them.

Climate change means that every 
year, we must be ready to imple-
ment drastic solutions like this on a 
moment’s notice or risk losing runs 
of salmon and other freshwater spe-
cies. Our “rubber meets the road” 
solutions need to be fl exible and 
immediate — not 10 years from 
now, but today.

Securing a future for our region’s 
iconic wildlife and fi ghting climate 
change should go hand in hand. 
Oregon is a leader in both these 
arenas, and Gov. Brown was correct 
in her recent op-ed: A federal infra-
structure appropriation is the right 
way to tackle these issues simultane-
ously. Sens. Wyden and Merkley, we 
need your leadership to secure fed-
eral investments for the Columbia 
Basin now.

Climate-smart energy infrastruc-
ture, and regional programs such as 
compensation to farmers who share 
their irrigation water with fi sh, are 
working solutions that make a dif-
ference right now. Expand these 
solutions.

Urgent action is required, or we 
risk a future fi lled with litigation, 
climate chaos and most certainly the 
extinction of many salmon species 
here in the Pacifi c Northwest.

Mary Edwards
Joseph

Compassionate people 
provide hope in time 
of unrest

The coronavirus pandemic, hur-
ricanes and fl ooding, wildfi res and 
the plight of refugees are fueling the 
division and political unrest in the 
United States, as well as the entire 
world. It is tempting to join in with 
the weeping and wailing and anger 
and blaming. And it tempts those of 
good will to sink into overwhelming 
depression and helplessness, not 
knowing how to deal with the suf-
fering of so many human souls.

We forget to refl ect on the cou-
rageous health providers who work 
long hours, sometimes unceasing, to 
care for the tragically sick and dying 
in our community and across the 
country. We forget to be thankful for 
the majority of citizens who care for 
the welfare of others in the commu-
nity enough that they get their vac-
cinations and wear masks in public 
in order to stop the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The astounding bravery of those 
people working to save the stranded 
in fl oods and devastation and to 
reconstruct the communities that are 
suff ering is worthy of thankfulness, 
gratitude and praise. As are the tire-
less fi refi ghters facing the wildfi res’ 
life-threatening danger.

The American service men and 
women, grateful for their assistance 
facing the enemy in Afghanistan, 
are providing an example of human 
compassion and brotherhood. Those 
workers and volunteers serving 
homeless refugees all over the world 
attempt to soften the suff ering of 
so many without food, clothing and 
shelter.

I thank God for the compas-
sionate people who work for the wel-
fare of others and provide hope for 
us all.

Eveyln Swart
Joseph

We need to change 
with the climate

A recent “Our view” editorial 
in The Observer, written after the 
release of the most recent report 
from the intergovernmental panel on 
climate change, implied that there 
are two sides to the climate debate.

But those two voices are really 
the same language spoken with a dif-
ferent accent.

It’s understandable that there’s a 
desire to put a positive spin on this. 
But getting policy proposals from 
academic experts is like buying your 
food from an auto dealership. That’s 
not their business. It takes decades 
to get a dam built, decades that we 
don’t have. And that’s before we talk 
about the disappearance of salmon 
and steelhead whose numbers have 
dwindled to nothing. The steep 
drop off  is because we’ve already 
dammed up so many streams. Those 
fi sh evolved in fast-fl owing waters 
and that’s what’s in short supply.

That said, there’s much to be opti-
mistic about, but it’s new stuff , stuff  
that will turn things upside down, 
and that’s hard. This isn’t about tech-
nology. Electric vehicles, charging 

stations, solar panels, wind turbines, 
battery storage, digital controls to 
connect them all — all that stuff  
exists. It’s about changing the way 
we do business, about who makes 
money and how it’s made.

We need a clear understanding 
that we have only a few years left 
to turn the ship around. We have to 
adopt those new ideas, to move in 
with them psychologically socially, 
and culturally. We need to change 
with the climate.

We also need to protect our 
waterways. That’s why the River 
Democracy Act should be supported 
by Union County. A changing cli-
mate is a serious threat to all of us 
because our fresh waters are what 
keep us all here and make agricul-
ture possible. Whether that water 
comes as rain or snow, and how long 
it stays in the mountains, that’s up 
to us. Capturing that water in res-
ervoirs that will only heat up with 
the climate is a sure route to more 
fi sh kill. We need to protect what we 
have.

It’s time to get real about what 
we face and what it will take to deal 
with it. The old ways are gone. It’s 
time for the new ways to take hold. 
That’s the voice we all need to speak 
with.

Norm Cimon
La Grande

Mason does outstanding 
job researching and 
formulating his stories

Although somewhat of a topic 
variation for Dick Mason, the article 
on the biologists’ study of climate 
change aff ecting the elk was inter-
esting and well written. The 1989 
Starkey Project has provided an 
abundance of information on our 
local elk and deer populations.

Whether covering local news, our 
military heroes or historical infor-
mation in Union County, Mason 
has always done an outstanding job 
researching and formulating his sto-
ries. I only hope the media organi-
zation and local readers realize the 
“jewel” we have reporting for The 
Observer.

I would also like to commend 
Ginny Mammen for her in-depth 
stories on the historical buildings of 
La Grande. I did not realize there 
would be so many articles or I would 
have saved them from the beginning. 
I hope she will incorporate this valu-
able history into a book for future 
preservation.

Gerald Hopkins
Island City

LETTERS

Political 
rhetoric won’t 
stop the virus

Opinion


