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LETTERS

• The Observer welcomes let-

ters to the editor. We edit let-

ters for brevity, grammar, taste 

and legal reasons. We will not 

publish consumer complaints 

against businesses, personal 

attacks against private indi-

viduals or comments that can 

incite violence. We also dis-

courage thank-you letters.

• Letters should be no longer 

than 350 words and must be 

signed and carry the author’s 

name, address and phone 

number (for verifi cation only). 

We will not publish anonymous 

letters.

• Letter writers are limited to one 

letter every two weeks.

• Submission does not guarantee 

publication, which is at the dis-

cretion of the editor.

SEND LETTERS TO:

letters@lagrandeobserver.com

or via mail to Editor, 911 Jeff erson 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850

Tuesday, August 24, 2021 

U
.S. Sen Ron Wyden, D-Oregon, will 
host an online town hall meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 31, and if you get the 

chance, we urge you to listen in.
The subject of the town hall will be the River 

Democracy Act, a sweeping piece of new legis-
lation pushed by Wyden and Sen. Jeff  Merkley, 
D-Oregon.

The bill is designed to greatly expand con-
servation protections to more than 4,000 miles 
of rivers and streams in Oregon, including 
many waterways in the eastern part of the state.

Wyden touts the legislation to expand recre-
ation access, protect drinking water, limit wild-
fi re and safeguard endangered fi sh and wildlife.

The spirit of the bill — to protect more 
waterways — is a good one. Our natural 
resources are a fi nite commodity and represent 
national treasures that enhance us as a people 
and a nation.

Now, more than 2,000 river miles in the 
state are protected under the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act.

As much merit as the proposed legislation 
has, it still needs to be explained carefully to 
voters. That it is why it is so important for area 
voters to participate in the town hall.

While protecting rivers and streams is a 
good idea, the fact is, there already are existing 
protections — such as the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act — on many waterways. 
Other federal laws, such as the Endangered 
Species Act, also help add a layer of protection 
to streams and rivers.

The danger in such pieces of legislation is 
unintended consequences. That’s why Wyden 
must explain how, or if, private property rights 
will be impacted with the legislation. He also 
must explain how, or if, grazing rights will be 
aff ected by the legislation.

The streams and rivers of Eastern Oregon 
are part of our heritage and must be safe-
guarded, but too often the region is seen as a 
kind of giant, conservation amusement park for 
a minority of people who have little or no con-
nection to our unique way of life.

The natural bounty of our region isn’t some-
thing taken for granted for most of us who live 
in Eastern Oregon. We see it every day. No one 
wants to see our local natural resource trea-
sures destroyed.

But before we go and create yet another layer 
of federal regulations to our region, let’s make 
sure we are all on the same page and working 
for the same results.

So, tune into the town hall and exercise 
your right to give feedback to your elected 
representative.

OUR VIEW

Opinion 4A

Unenrolling your students will 
only hurt the community

As a long-time member of this 
community and former La Grande 
School District Board member, I 
want to share information about the 
current situation in hopes of pre-
venting unforeseen negative conse-
quences in our community.

1. Our school board and district 
administrators have your children’s 
best interest at heart. I know fi rst-
hand that they want what is best for 
our kids.

2. The mask mandate is out of 
our control, as a school district and 
community.

3. By unenrolling students, you 
are not hurting the governor — you 
are hurting our community.

4. Unenrolling students will 
reduce jobs in our district, taking 
jobs away from talented educators, 
whose skills/experience are in high 
demand right now.

5. LGSD money benefi ts the 
community beyond primary wages, 
and by decreasing the district’s 
enrollment numbers you will hurt 
local businesses, force people to 
leave and decrease the number of 
opportunities for our children.

6. Important programs in the 
school district, such as music, 
sports, clubs, etc., will have 
to be cut because of decreased 
enrollment.

7. “Boycotting” the district will 
not impact the governor or the new 
mask mandate.

In conclusion, unenrolling your 
students will not force a change 
in policy (set by the governor in 
Salem). Rather, unenrolling your 
students will hurt our community.

If you are angry about the mask 
mandate and concerned about its 
impact on your students, take your 
fi ght to the governor. She is the only 
one who can change it.

Michelle Perry
La Grande

Future could be dark for Union 
County

I was in search of a new 
career with real growth poten-
tial and exceptional earnings, so 
I responded to an ad on a match-
book cover for the Acme School of 
Fortune-Telling. They promised a 
real job after a three-month inten-
sive course. I graduated magna 
cum larde and embarked on my 
new career. A real advantage of this 
business is its portability. I could 
set up my booth (decorated like a 
haunted house), two folding chairs, 
an old card table and a patchou-
li-scented candle almost anywhere.

My market research told me I 
would be overwhelmed with cus-
tomers so I fl ipped a coin and 
determined to read only the 
futures of participants who were 
unmasked and not vaccinated for 
the COVID-19 virus. I knew in La 
Grande and Union County there 

would be many takers. I had con-
fi dence that the masked and vacci-
nated had futures mostly so bright 
they’d have to wear shades.

I was taught to divine the for-
tunes of these potential unfortu-
nates using the customary tools 
of the trade: a Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention app 
on my iPhone, a Magic 8 Ball for-
tune-telling sphere, a magnifying 
glass to better read palms, a ther-
mometer, online COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County and my own 
well-developed intuition.

It was easy for me to discern 
with my taught techniques mem-
bers of the Union County Freedom 
Alliance, avid supporters of the 
sheriff ’s arrogant letter to the gov-
ernor, “died” in the wool “aunty”-
vaxxers, Don’t Tread on Me fl ag 
wavers, believers in conspiracy the-
ories and folks who just plain didn’t 
give a dang for the health and well-
being of their neighbors and fellow 
community members.

I prefer to think of myself as 
a generally kind and thoughtful 
person so I resolved not to inform 
these individuals that they could 
spread the COVID-19 virus, pos-
sibly fall deathly ill themselves, 
maybe condemn fellow commu-
nity members to a hospital stay or 
land an unknown person on their 
deathbed.

I fervently wish I could fold my 
fortune-teller’s tent. But in the end 
you don’t need a seer to tell you 
how it’s going to go. The future is 
looking pretty dark for La Grande 
and Union County. Please get your 
shots and mask up.

M.R. Rosenbaum
La Grande 

Wearing a mask is a small price 
to pay for freedom

Local leaders have used freedom 
as an argument against mask man-
dates. While I agree that masks are 
unpleasant, I don’t agree that they 
infringe on the freedoms granted to 
me in the U.S. Constitution. Using 
that terminology in opposition to a 
widely accepted public health rec-
ommendation is a disservice to our 
community.

As Union County Sheriff  Cody 
Bowen knows, unchecked freedom 
is chaos. His job is to uphold law 
and order, and these are achieved 
by limiting freedom to a narrower 
band in which our lives are more 
predictable and safe. Laws, rules 
and mandates provide a protected 
space in which we can enjoy our 
rights to self-expression, commu-
nity and enterprise. In this country, 
freedom has never been carte 
blanche to do anything we want. 
We accept this limited version of 
freedom because, for the most part, 
it gives more than it takes away.

It is often said in times of 
war that “freedom isn’t free” — 
freedom costs money, human 
life and constant vigilance to 

uphold. Here, in the war against 
a deadly and highly contagious 
virus, freedom is equally expen-
sive. Either it will cost our commu-
nity more lives, personal suff ering, 
medical debt and stress to small 
business, or it will cost each of us 
the discomfort of wearing a mask. 
Either way, it won’t be free.

In America, freedom is a set 
of mutually benefi cial limita-
tions, and it always has a price. I 
hope our leaders will acknowledge 
that masks are the cheaper way to 
uphold freedom in our COVID-19 
world.

Sarah West
Cove

Sheriff  pledged to protect all 
of us

Cody Bowen, the sheriff  of Union 
County, pledged to protect all of 
us when he took the oath of offi  ce. 
He is not protecting me, an immu-
no-compromised citizen, when he 
writes a letter against a mask man-
date for children in our schools. He 
does not get to choose which laws he 
enforces. The governor took the hard 
stance to declare the mask mandate 
because local offi  cials did not have 
the fortitude to protect our commu-
nity by declaring the mask mandate 
themselves.

Why this issue is a problem is 
beyond my understanding. We stop at 
stop signs, wear seat belts and obey 
speed limits and a host of other laws 
every day. Those laws were made 
to protect us all from accidents with 
possible loss of life. Wearing masks 
is no diff erent. Let’s act like mature 
adults and protect our community 
from COVID-19 spread so we can get 
back to normal. The freedom to go 
maskless encroaches on my freedom 
to live as safely as possible.

Sharon Porter
La Grande

Opinions don’t matter to a 
virus

I am appalled by the conversa-
tions I am hearing in response to 
our current spike in coronavirus 
sicknesses and deaths. This virus 
has only one purpose: to replicate 
itself. And it’s very good at that.

Our only weapons to stop that 
attack are to wear a mask, keep 
physically distant and be vaccinated 
to lessen the impact on our bodies. 
There is no valid opinion that 
changes these biological facts.

We have proven that shouting 
opinions only keeps us from being 
safe. Opinions don’t matter to a 
virus, only replication. And so far 
the virus is winning by attacking 
everyone: young, old, compromised 
or healthy.

Our choices are clear. Talking it 
to death is having no eff ect. Mask, 
vaccinate, distance and sanitize. 
The goal is to stay alive.

Arlene Young
La Grande

LETTERS

The River 
Democracy 
Act deserves 
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