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The two
languages of
climate change

The latest update by the Intergovernmental
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Panel on Climate Change contained few
surprises. The average worldwide tem-
perature will continue to creep upward. However,
it will increase more slowly as the production
of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and
methane is reduced.

What is notable is not the contents of the report
so much as the reactions to it. Scientists agreed
that there wasn’t much new in it and said so. A
few pointed out the need to plan for ways to offset
the impacts of a warmer planet.

Politicians, however, seemed to be leaping for
the panic button. They wanted drastic action now
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reports.

For example, Cliff Mass, an atmospheric scien-
tist at the University of Washington, pointed out
that as the average temperature rises, the snow-
pack in the mountains will likely decrease even
as precipitation increases. The key for irrigated
agriculture, he said, is to increase the amount of
water storage.

“We can deal with it with more reservoir
capacity,” he told Capital Press reporter Don Jen-
kins. “We’ve been lazy. We’ve used the snowpack
as a reservoir.” o

Such an analysis seems reasonable. We have Sherlff B Owen does nOt Sp eak for me
long advocated more water storage across the
West in the form of reservoirs and aquifer
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