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Couple’s roommates get snippy over canine care

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

Dear Abby: My husband and
I are newlyweds and share an
apartment with another couple
because we ran into financial dif-
ficulties, and this was our only
option. The problem is the other
couple has two dogs they expect
us to take care of while they’re
at work.

My husband and I get home
two hours earlier than they do
in the evening, and they have
become accustomed to our gen-

erosity in occasionally taking
the dogs out and walking them.
They now expect us to do it
every day, and get angry and
nasty if we don’t. Please help. —
In The Doghouse in Georgia
Dear In The Doghouse: You
and your roommates appear to
have a communication problem.
Speak up. Tell them you dislike
their palming off the respon-
sibility for walking their ani-
mals and you won’t be doing
it anymore. Then remind them
that while you were willing to
do an occasional favor, you do
not appreciate their attitude of
entitlement. You are not their
built-in dog walkers. You only

have to occupy the “doghouse”
if you allow yourself to be put
in one.
Dear Abby: I have never
told anyone about this. I was
molested by my pastor when I
was 8, and again when I was
14. I see a doctor because of
depression and PTSD. My doctor
doesn’t know, and I don’t want
my family to know. I don’t even
know if the pastor is still alive.
Should I tell my doctor or
just let it go? I have heard about
priests doing this, but I was
going to a Pentecostal church. —
Male Reader in Kentucky
Dear Male Reader: It is very
important for your mental health

that you tell your doctor every-
thing you have disclosed to me,
because what happened to you is
likely the cause of your depres-
sion and PTSD.

Do this, not only for your-
self, but also because it may help
other young people who belong
to that church and who also
may have been molested by that
predator.

Dear Abby: Is it appropriate
to use dental floss in public?
When my mom eats out, she uses
dental floss while she is still at
the table or while walking out of
the restaurant. She thinks she’s
being discreet, but what she’s
doing is obvious.

When I ask her to stop, she
says she can’t stand having food
in her teeth. I tell her to go into
the restroom or do it outside, but
she does neither and continues
to floss. I'm hoping she’ll listen
to you and that you will back me
up. — Ellen in the USA

Dear Ellen: I agree that
flossing one’s teeth in public is
unsightly and something that
should be done in private. If it
becomes necessary, it should
be done in the restroom. (Need
I add that if there is mouth-
rinsing, the sink should be
cleaned afterward and any
detritus stuck to the mirror
removed?)
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blistering run at any moment. But
it didn’t. I got it in more quickly
than the first one, but as we got it
boatside, the scale of the nearly
10-footer was staggering. It was
also much, much thicker.

“This fish is pretty green, so be
careful,” Dom said as we staged
for pictures. I snapped a few mid-
dling ones before the fish got irri-
tated and swept its massive tail
out of my hand and dove. With a
powerful stroke, its tail slapped
into Dom’s shoulder with a wet
smack that would’ve broken his
nose if delivered just a bit higher.

We wrestled the beast back
in, unhooked it and caught our
breaths.

My largest fish was now a
(very conservatively) 9-foot lemon
shark that weighed 328 pounds,
according to NOAA. Probably
more like 350 or 375 given how
thick the pregnant female was.

Reef madness

My spirit was willing, but my
body was only marginally able. I'd
pulled my left forearm, my right
hand was swollen and aching, my
back screamed in pain and I felt
as though I'd just sprinted several
miles in double gravity.

So naturally, this is when we
hooked up again.

The third and final shark of the
day was a reef shark, the same
species that had sampled Dom’s
foot years before. But it was just
a 6-footer, and we got it boatside
relatively quickly on the heavy
gear.

At Dom’s instruction, I loos-
ened the drag and placed the rod
in the holder so we could handle
and release the fish. I only loos-
ened the drag three or four clicks,
though. Something told me to
loosen it more, but I didn’t. With
the lemon, the rod was facing
the same way as the fish when in
the holder. This reef was facing
the opposite way. I brushed the
thought away.

We got some fantastic pictures
and tried to unhook it. At this,
the reef shark dove with shocking
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My 7-foot sandbar shark. A new species and (briefly) my largest fish ever at 7 feet
long and about 150 pounds.

This one was almost exactly
6-foot and weighed 80 pounds via
NOAA.

We finished up the day chasing
a smaller quarry before limping
back to the dock. Even with the
broken rod, bruised shoulder and
aching muscles, it was a great
day. Those are the risks of shark
fishing, and better a broken rod
than a bitten foot, right?

speed. Dom had been holding the
steel leader in his gloves and let
go. [ was holding the one-pound
sliding sinker in one hand to pro-
tect our teeth and the 250-pound
mono leader in the other. I was
not wearing gloves. And like an
idiot, I didn’t let go immediately.

I'moved to grab the rod but
before I could react, the mono dug
into my palm and left me with a
friction burn. I flinched instead
of going for the rod, which was
being pulled backwards. In a hor-
rifying moment, it snapped.

It was my fault.

We both cursed but Dom
was much more gracious than [
would’ve been. I felt sick, but we
were able to re-land and release
the fish, though our shark fishing
was over.

Sign up for every single
CaughtOvgard column at www.
patreon.com/CaughtOvgard.
Read more for free at caugh-
tovgard.com; Follow on Insta-
gram and Fishbrain @lukeov-
gard; Contact luke.ovgard@
gmail.com. Thank you for your
continued support of local
Jjournalism.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
Man with coronavirus
disguises as wife on flight

The Associated Press

TERNATE, Indonesia — An
Indonesian man with the coro-
navirus has boarded a domestic
flight disguised as his wife,
wearing a niqab covering his
face and carrying fake IDs and a
negative PCR test result.

But the cover didn’t last long.
Police say a flight attendant
aboard a Citilink plane traveling
from Jakarta to Ternate in North

Maluku province on Sunday,
July 18, noticed the man change
clothes in the lavatory.

“He bought the plane ticket
with his wife’s name and
brought the identity card, the
PCR test result and the vaccina-
tion card with his wife’s name.
All documents are under his
wife’s name,” Ternate police said
after arresting the man upon
landing. He was only identified
by his initials.

Police took him for a
COVID-19 test, which came
back positive.

The man is currently self-iso-
lating at home and police said
the investigation will continue.

Indonesia is in the grip of
the worse coronavirus surge in
Asia with 33,772 new confirmed
cases and 1,383 deaths in the
last 24 hours. The total number
of reported cases is 2.9 million
with 77,583 fatalities.

Restrictions on public gather-
ings and on nonessential travel,
including a mandatory negative
coronavirus test, been toughened
this week.

Cocaine disguised as cake
seized from vehicle

NEW YORK — A New York
man and a Maine woman are
facing charges over cocaine dis-
guised as a cake that was seized
from their vehicle, the Maine
Drug Enforcement Agency said

Wednesday, July 21.

Acting on a tip, police
stopped the car on Interstate
295 in Gardiner on Tuesday,
and a drug-sniffing dog found
4 pounds of cocaine worth
$200,000 on the street, the
MDEA said. Also seized was
$1,900 in cash.

About 2 pounds of the
cocaine was disguised as a
marble cake with coffee grounds
used to cover up the scent, offi-
cials said.

The two were released on bail
and were expected in court on
July 21..

Florida man tries to
throw live gator onto roof

DAYTONA BEACH
SHORES, Florida — A Florida
man told police officers he was
“teaching it a lesson” when he
tried to throw a live alligator
he had stolen from a minia-
ture golf course onto the roof
of a beachside cocktail lounge,
authorities said.

The 32-year-old man was
arrested early Thursday, July
15, when Daytona Beach
Shores police officers spotted
him attempting to throw the
gator onto the roof of a cocktail
lounge just off Highway A1A,
according to a police report.

The officers then saw the
man take the alligator by its tail,
hit it against the awning of the
building, throw it to the ground
and stomp on it twice, the report
said. The man from Homestead,
Florida was taken into cus-
tody and charged with posses-
sion and injury of an alligator,
unarmed burglary of an occu-
pied dwelling, theft and criminal
mischief.

The man told officers that
he had stolen the gator from an
enclosure at a nearby miniature
golf course.
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