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Girlfriend notes change in man’s talks with his ex

don’t really communicate unless

tra

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

gic events or things involving

the kids come up. However, there
has been an increase in dialogue
between them beyond these

events. It seems odd to me that

Dear Abby: [ am dating a
slightly older divorced man.
He and his ex-wife have been
divorced 15 years. They remain
civil. Their two children are
now adults. Recently, a friend of
my boyfriend and his ex passed
away. They spoke on the phone,
caught up a bit and that was the
end of that.

out of the blue their communica-
tion has increased.

Granted, it was sparked by

unfortunate events, but while
those have come and gone, the
talking remains, even though it
never used to. Should I be con-
cerned? Should I bring this up?

Ex Issue in New England
Dear Ex Issue: I am sorry

longer than six months, you are
within your rights to point out
that this is a change in his pat-
tern of behavior and ask him
what’s up.

Dear Abby: My mom and I
haven’t been close in 20 years.
We live on opposite sides of
the country, talk monthly and
FaceTime on holidays. She has
abused alcohol for years, and has
gone through phases of phoning
me drunk and berating me for
leaving our hometown. Recently,
she’s been saying she wants me
to visit, but she is anti-vax. I’'m

Dear Staying: [ assume you
have been vaccinated. If so, and
your mother is willing to wear
a mask and socially distance
during your visit, then you could
go. Of course, my response is
predicated upon your desire to
visit your mother, and from the
tone of your letter, I have the
impression you would rather not.
(And for good reason.)

Dear Abby: My mother
passed away from dementia in
January 2020. When she was
diagnosed in 2016, I started
keeping all her appointments

ness

an outlet for my feelings. I have
11 small journals I
occasionally, and it would be
a shame to throw them away.
Please tell me what to do with
them. — Remembering

Dear Remembering: The
course of your dear mother’s ill-

still read

must have been painful. The

intimate thoughts and feelings
you kept in those journals might
be of some value to your chil-
dren,
the writings are of such a per-
sonal nature, offer the journals to
them. If they refuse, you might

if you have any. Because

Another tragic event hap-

pened last week that caused them
to talk again. Early in our rela-
tionship, he told me he and his ex

you
and

didn’t mention how long you
this man have been seeing

each other. If your exclusive
relationship has been going on

not comfortable visiting her
until she gets vaccinated. Please
advise. — Staying Away in

Oregon

also contact the Alzheimer’s

and anything else important in a
journal. During those four years,
my life was so involved with
hers that writing daily became

Association and ask what others
do with these kinds of sensitive
documents.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

‘Homing plgeons that can’t find their home’ block Florida highway

The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH,
Florida — An exit off Inter-
state 95 in Florida had to
be closed for three hours
after 100 homing pigeons
fell off a truck and refused
to move, posing a driving
hazard, officials said
Wednesday, June 30.

The crate of homing
pigeons fell off the truck
late June 29 near Daytona
Beach. Because the birds
roost at night, the pigeons
stayed on the road until
bright lights from vehi-
cles startled them. They
flew into the air and cre-
ated a hazard for drivers,
according to a news release
from Volusia County
officials.

“It’s the worst-case sce-
nario — homing pigeons
that can’t find their home,”
the news release said.

Sheriff’s deputies, state
troopers and animal service
workers attempted to cap-
ture the pigeons, ultimately
recovering 73. The birds
weren’t banded so their

owner wasn’t immediately

determined, officials said.
“Our job is to help ani-

mals find their way home,

Officer Alicia Dease/Volusia County Animal Control
This photo provided by Volusia County Animal Control shows pi-
geons off an exit on Interstate 95 in Florida. A crate carrying 100 hom-
ing pigeons fell off a truck late Tuesday, June 29, 2021, near Daytona
Beach. The exit had to be closed for three hours after the pigeons
efused to move, posing a driving hazard to motorists, officials said.

whether they’re covered

in fur, scales, or in this
case feathers,” said Volusia
County Animal Con-

trol Officer Alicia Dease.
“We’re hoping someone out
there might have informa-
tion on where these birds
came from or the truck that
was carrying them.”

Montana man reunites
with puppy after bear
attack in Alaska

ANCHORAGE,
Alaska — A Montana
man was reunited with his
14-week-old border collie
two days after the dog dis-
appeared following a bear
attack on Alaska’s Kenai
Peninsula.

Jason Umbriaco was
hospitalized after the brown
bear with two cubs bit him
twice last month, Alaska’s
News Source reported.

“It was just a shock.

I couldn’t believe it,”
Umbriaco said after being
reunited with Buckley. “1
had kind of given up hope,
and I was sort of making
preparations inside to just
move forward without him,
and now it’s like I’'m gonna
have those times back of

just joy, and peace.”

The attack happened in
the Kenai National Wild-
life Refuge, about 60
miles south of Anchorage,
while he and Buckley were
hiking.

Umbriaco said the bear
moved on him so fast, he
didn’t have time to pull out
his bear spray. He said the
bear covered about 50 feet
“in an instant. So then I
held my arms up in sort of a
defensive position and then
she bit me on the forearm.”

When the bear let go, he
panicked and jumped into
the adjacent Kenai River.

“In almost any other cir-
cumstance and in prob-
ably this circumstance, it
was a terrible option, but
that was the one I had,” he
said. “And then she reaches
down and then bites me on
the shoulder.”

The bear retreated after
the second bite and was last
seen walking up a hill with
her cubs. Umbriaco walked
back to his truck to call for
help.

“I was calling and

calling for Buckley, and
apparently he had just run
off, you know,” he said. “He
was just terrified and had
taken off.”

Umbriaco was taken to
a hospital for his injuries,
where employee Bonnie
Nichols heard about his lost
dog. Nichols put a picture
of the dog and the general
location on Facebook.

Meanwhile, Wendie
Wilson was driving to
Anchorage and made a stop
at the refuge, where she
found a stray dog.

Umbriaco said Buckley
lost his collar and ID tags
in the encounter with the
bear.

The next day, Wilson
saw Nichols’ Facebook post
about Buckley.

“She called me and said,
‘I think I have the missing
dog,” Nichols said.

Umbriaco was reunited
with Buckley after spending
one night in the hospital.
He said he was grateful for
the many strangers who
stepped in to help reunite
him with Buckley.
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