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LA GRANDE — Blue 
Mountain Referees, the 
organization that coordi-
nates high school game offi  -
cials between La Grande 
and Baker City, is searching 
for soccer referees for the 
upcoming fall season.

The organization, which 
is responsible for varsity 
and junior varsity matches 
for La Grande High School 
and Baker High School, 
currently has three senior 
referees and two regular 
offi  cials.

“There’s been a shortage 
of referees recently, in all 
sports, but specifi cally for 
soccer in this area,” BMR 
Soccer Referee Commis-
sioner Brandon Torres said.

The association hopes 
to hire up to three referees 
more by late August, when 
the high school soccer 
season begins. Varsity 
games require three offi  -
cials and JV requires two, 
although they have played 
games with just one offi  cial.

“It’s hard to fi nd people 
that are passionate about 
the sport and want to learn, 
but that’s the kind of person 
that I want to hire,” Torres 
said. “I just need people. As 
long as they’re willing to 
learn, I’m willing to train 
them.”

According to Torres, 
most new referees leave the 
position because of unac-
ceptable parent and fan 
behavior.

“Some teams and the 
people around them have 
fostered an attitude that if 
their team loses, it’s our 
fault,” Torres said. “I’ve had 
people scream at me, curse 
at me, but I’m stubborn 
enough to keep on doing it 
because I love it.”

According to Hank 
Hudson, a high school ref-
eree in the area since 1988, 

parents should be more con-
cerned about having ref-
erees at all. Over the last 
fi ve years, several games 
have been rescheduled 
because of the issue.

“Without referees, they 
can’t have the sport,” he 
said. “Games have had to 
be cancelled in the past 
because there weren’t 
enough refs, so that’s what 
parents should be worried 
about.”

Sidronio Rangel, the 
head coach of the La 
Grande High School’s boys 

soccer team, said promoting 
a strong sense of sports-
manship and respect is key 
to making referees feel 
comfortable — something 
he tells his team before 

every match.
“I’ve asked everyone to 

be sportsmanlike. There’s 
no tolerance for any sort of 
backtalk, abusive behavior 
or anything like that,” he 
said. “I want this to spread 
beyond the team itself, to 
the parents, fans, opponents 
and community members 
that are at our games.”

For Torres, the two main 
priorities for offi  cials should 
be integrity of the game and 
team safety. He said that 

anyone who is passionate 
about the sport and wants to 
uphold these values should 
consider applying, and 
Rangel agrees.

“It’s a good opportu-
nity to get to know the sport 
of soccer and also make 
some money,” Rangel said. 
“We’ve had to rearrange 
some games, but the refs 
have been great and I think 
it’s a good chance for edu-
cation for anyone who loves 
the game.”

BMR seeking high school soccer referees
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La Grande’s Lewis Wright is upended during a nonconference win 

over Pendleton on Sept. 7, 2016. Blue Mountain Referees, the or-

ganization that coordinates high school game offi  cials between La 

Grande and Baker City, is searching for soccer referees for the up-

coming fall season.

WHO TO CONTACT

Those interested in being a 

soccer offi  cial can reach BMR 

Soccer Referee Commissioner 

Brandon Torres at kraos1.bt@

gmail.com.

 Follow us on 

 Facebook!
THURSDAY, JUNE 10

Prep boys basketball

Union at La Grande, 6 p.m.

Enterprise at Joseph, 6:30 p.m.

Powder Valley at Nixyaawii, 

7:30 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Union at La Grande, 4:30 p.m.

Powder Valley at Nixyaawii, 

6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 11

Prep boys basketball

Union at Wallowa, 6:30 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Union at Wallowa, 5 p.m.

Ontario at La Grande, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 12

Prep boys basketball

Pine Eagle at Enterprise, noon

Wallowa at Enterprise, 3 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Wallowa at Enterprise, 1:30 p.m.

Prep wrestling

La Grande at 4A-SD4 District 

Wrestling Championship, La 

Grande, 10 a.m.

MONDAY, JUNE 14

Prep boys basketball

Powder Valley at Enterprise, 

2:30 p.m.

Union at Nyssa, 4:40 p.m.

Nixyaawii at La Grande, 

5:30 p.m.

Joseph at Grant Union, 

6:30 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Nixyaawii at La Grande, 1 p.m.

Powder Valley at Enterprise, 

1 p.m.

Joseph at Grant Union, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 15

Prep boys basketball

La Grande at Vale, 4:30 p.m.

Union vs. Crane, Powder Valley 

High School, TBD

Crane at Powder Valley, TBD

Prep girls basketball

Vale at La Grande, 5:30 p.m.

Union vs. Crane, Powder Valley 

High School, TBD

Crane at Powder Valley, TBD

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16

Prep boys basketball

Crane at Enterprise, 1:30 p.m.

Crane at Joseph, 6 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Crane at Enterprise, noon

Crane at Joseph, 4:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17

Prep boys basketball

Powder Valley at Joseph, 

3:30 p.m.

Union at La Grande, 6 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Powder Valley at Joseph, 2 p.m.

Union at La Grande, 4:30 p.m.

Prep wrestling

La Grande at SD4 District Meet, 

Gladstone High School, TBD

FRIDAY, JUNE 18

Prep girls basketball

Baker City at La Grande, 5 p.m.

Damascus Christian at Powder 

Valley, 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 19

Prep boys basketball

Joseph at Grant Union, 3 p.m.

Prep girls basketball

Powder Valley at Grant Union, 

1:30 p.m.

ON THE
SLATE

ELGIN ELECTRIC
43 N. 8th  Elgin, OR  541-437-2054

Ask about Free Delivery!

Helping you cook 

your bounty!

541-963-7400
10603 ISLAND AVE

ISLAND CITY

Basic Maintenance • Oil Change • Wash • Under Carriage Sprayer

ISLAND EXPRESS
LUBE CENTER & CAR WASH

Automotive Accessories
- Light Bars - Floor Mats

- Winches - Bumpers

- Fender Flares - Mud Flaps

- Vortex Spray-on Liner

- And More

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in 
determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users 
experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers. 
Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

W  (GENERAL LOCATION HERE) and the 
surrounding areas.

FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field
Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

Dates:

Product Test Site:

(DATES HERE)

AprField

 

(GENERAL LOCATION HERE)

1)
AprField

2)

3)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

 

W  (GENERAL LOCATION HERE) and the 
surrounding areas.

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a 
painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to 
the eardrum, as well as other common cause of hearing deficiencies.

 

Dates:

Product Test Site:

(DATES HERE)

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will
receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a token 
of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING – CALL AND MENTION CODE: 18AprField!
*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free

gift card may be used toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash.

Promotional offer available during special event dates only. †If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in

satisfactory condition. See store for details.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come, 
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure 
your spot in the Product Field Test.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:

• Live in (GENERAL LOCATION HERE)or the surrounding area

• Are at least 55 years of age or older

• Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids

• Don’t currently work for a market research company

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product

currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been 

authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take 

the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to keep 

them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.†

FIELD TEST
PARTICIPANTS

Will be tested and 
selected same-day.

TO PARTICIPATE:

1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office

Mention Code: 18AprField.

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our

office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

We are looking for additional candidates in LA GRANDE and the surrounding areas.

Expires: June 15th, 2021
LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave. 
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE
113-1/2 Front E. Main St.

Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

Mention Code: 21JunField

21JunField

Live in La Grande or the surrounding area

4.0

4.0

the eardrum, as well as other common causes of hearing deficiencies.


