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Man has had enough with proselytizing in-laws

DEAR
ABBY

.| ADVICE

Dear Abby: I am having
trouble dealing with my wife’s
extended family, who are mostly
evangelicals. My family isn’t
overly religious and some are
atheists. Her family doesn’t think
twice about asking me if [ have
a relationship with God, and
have even declared that they are
praying for me and my children. I
chafe at these comments because
I feel they do not respect our reli-
gious beliefs, as I do theirs.

This has been going on for all

of the 40 years we’ve been mar-
ried, and I'm ready to disasso-
ciate from them altogether. I do
not want to be negative about
their beliefs, but I should be enti-
tled to mutual respect. Can you
help, please? — Losing Patience
in California

Dear Losing: I can try. One of
the tenets of the faith of evangel-
icals is evangelizing — in other
words, spreading the word about
their beliefs. They feel that by
doing this they are following their
religion. When you are asked
whether you have a relationship
with God, your response should
be that your relationship with
God is as close as you need it to
be, thank you — and please do

not ask again.

When they tell you they are
praying for you and your chil-
dren, say thank you again. A little
prayer on our behalf hurts no one,
and may make them feel better
about their own lives. Limit your
exposure if you must, but shun-
ning your in-laws isn’t the answer
if your wife wants to maintain a
relationship with them.

Dear Abby: My ex-hus-
band had an affair with a woman
named “Lily” that lasted for the
entire year we were separated.
Although we tried to work on
things, he continued to sleep with
both of us. I got PTSD because
of how bad it messed with my
head. I wanted to keep my family

together, but I was tired of being
hurt.

When [ finally let go, so did
Lily. She got engaged not long
after meeting her new boyfriend,
but she and my ex still slept
together. He had four relation-
ships after her and kept trying to
pursue me, but I didn’t give him
any more chances and met my
now-husband.

After cheating in their sub-
sequent relationships, my ex
and Lily got back together. (She
moved in because her fiance
kicked her out.) Eight months
later they are now engaged.

I don’t feel safe with my son
around them because they are so
toxic. Am I wrong for wishing

they would separate again and
both stay out of my life? It’s
affecting me emotionally again,
as well as making it hard for me
to love. — Almost Destroyed in
Ilinois

Dear Almost Destroyed:
You are spending too much
time focused on your ex and
his fiancee. They are birds of a
feather and meant for each other.
Because you are unable to elim-
inate your ex from your life —
I presume because of the child
you share — and the stress is
affecting your mental health, it’s
time to consult a licensed mental
health professional for help in
insulating yourself from this
toxic twosome.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Wandering elephants near southwestern city in China

The Associated Press

BEIJING — Elephants in a
wandering herd in southwest
China walked down paved roads
and poked their trunks through
windows as they neared a city and
authorities rushed to protect both
animals and people.

It’s not clear why the 15 wild
Asian elephants made their long
trek from a nature reserve, a
journey documented and moni-
tored both on the ground and from
the air by a dozen drones. Author-
ities have urged people in the area
to stay indoors and are blocking
roads with construction equipment
while seeking to lure the animals
away with food.

The elephants have already
walked 300 miles from the reserve
in Yunnan’s mountainous south-
west. They appear healthy in
images showing them roaming
through farmland, villages and
down paved roads at night in
urban areas.

One city along their route,
Yuxi, deployed hundreds of trucks
along a road to discourage the herd
from approaching, the Beijing
News reported. Drivers ate and
slept in the vehicles for days, even

Xlnhua News Agency via AP

A herd of wild Asian elephants on May 28, 2021, stands in E’shan county in southwestern China’s Yunnan Province.
A herd of 15 wild elephants that walked 300 miles from a nature preserve in China’s mountainous southwest were
approaching the major city of Kunming on Wednesday, June 2, as authorities rushed to try to keep them out of
populated areas.

up at a retirement home and poked
their trunks into some of the
rooms, prompting one elderly man
to hide under his bed, according

to residents interviewed by online
channel Jimu News.

The Xinhua News Agency
reported on June 3 that the herd

as they heard the elephants moving

about after dark, the newspaper

said in a video clip posted online.
On Tuesday, June 1, they turned

by late night June 2 had reached
the Jinning district on the edge
of Kunming, a city of 7 mil-
lion people that is the capital of
Yunnan province.

The government of the semi-
rural district issued a notice urging
residents not to leave corn or other
food out in their yards that might
attract the animals and to avoid
contact with them.

It was “forbidden to surround
and gawk at the elephants” or to
disturb them by using firecrackers
or other materials, the notice said.

Sixteen animals were origi-
nally in the group, but the govern-
ment says two returned home and
a baby was born during the walk.
The herd is now composed of
six female and three male adults,
three juveniles and three calves,
according to official reports.

No injuries have been reported,
but reports say the elephants have
damaged or destroyed more than
$1 million worth of crops.

When and how the elephants
will be returned to the reserve isn’t
clear.

Elephants are the largest land
animals in Asia and can weigh up
to 5 tons.
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