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Overbearing boyfriend ruins family get-togethers

DEAR ABBY: We get our chil-
dren and grandchildren together
twice a year. Our oldest daughter
is divorced and, unfortunately,
has a significant
other the rest of
our family cannot
stand. He’s an arro-
gant, competitive
know-it-all.

We have been
around him only twice — the last
two times the family got together.
The second time was a disaster
for the rest of us. Should we tell
her we don’t want to invite him
this year, and how do we say it?
Or should we not tell her?

— TENTATIVE IN FLORIDA

DEAR TENTATIVE: Talk to
your daughter about this. When

you do, have handy a list of the
ways he offended your family
members at the gathering. Her
significant other may be so
self-centered he
doesn’t realize he’s

being obnoxious.
DEAR Ask her to ask
ABBY him to dial back his

need to compete,
impress, cover for
his own insecurity — whatever
drives him. Then give him one
more chance. If that fails, do not
invite him again, and tell her why.
You can always see your daughter
separately, I assume, and so can
her siblings.
DEAR ABBY: I had a relation-
ship with a wonderful woman
for almost six years. During the

course of our relationship, I pur-
chased a rather expensive pre-
cious stone — exactly what she
wanted — with the intent of giving
it to her as a promise ring. (Nei-
ther of us are fans of the institu-
tion of marriage.) We have since
gone our separate ways, but we
still communicate.

Because it was purchased
for her, I am tempted to give
her the stone. At the same time,
1 have entertained the notion of
keeping it and giving it to my
future life partner, should I meet
someone [ care for that deeply.
Your guidance would be greatly
appreciated.

— ROMANCING THE STONE

DEAR ROMANCING:
Promise rings symbolize the

promise of a proposal of marriage.
In the case of your former girl-
friend, it didn’t pan out. Because
the two of you still communi-
cate, why not mention to her that
you have the stone and ask if
she would like to have it. If she
says no, you can always offer it
to someone else, although I can’t
promise the lady will be eager
to receive a souvenir of a failed
relationship.

DEAR ABBY: A friend of mine
has a 70-pound dog that behaves
badly. When I visit her, it sprints
out of the front door, barking, and
Jjumps on my car. It has left deep
scratches on two of my vehicles.

She yells at it, and eventu-
ally the dog stops, but not before
Jjumping on me and leaving me

muddied and snagged.

This friend is due to have
a baby, and I am sure she will
be inviting me over to meet the
baby soon. How can I avoid
further damage to my car and
clothing without damaging my
friendship?

— ASSAULTED IN AUSTIN

DEAR ASSAULTED: The
obvious answer is to find the
courage to tell your friend you
are willing to visit only if she
confines her dog so it won’t
cause further damage to you
and your property. And while
you are at it, mention that you
are concerned about her baby’s
safety. Her dog’s lack of disci-
pline poses a distinct danger to
her little one.

Girl Scout cookies
take flight in Virginia
drone deliveries

CHRISTIANSBURG,
Va. — Missing out on
Thin Mints in the pan-
demic? A Google affiliate
is using drones to deliver
Girl Scout cookies to peo-
ple’s doorsteps in a Virginia
community.

The town of Christians-
burg has been a testing
ground for commercial
delivery drones operated
by Wing, a subsidiary of
Google’s corporate parent
Alphabet.

Now the company is
adding the iconic boxed
cookies to the more mun-
dane drugstore offerings,
FedEx packages and local-
ly-made pastries, tacos and
cold brew coffees it’s been
hauling to a thinly popu-
lated area of residential sub-
divisions since 2019.

Wing said it began
talking to local Girl Scout
troops because they’ve been
having a harder time selling
cookies during the pan-
demic, when fewer people
are out and about. The orga-

nization jumped on the new
twist to its skills-building
mission.

“I’'m excited that I get to
be a part of history,” said
11-year-old Gracie Walker,
of the Girl Scouts of Vir-
ginia Skyline Troop 224.
“People are going to realize
and be, like, ‘Hey, this is
better for the environment
and I can just walk out-

side in my pajamas and get
cookies.””

It’s the latest attempt to
build public enthusiasm
for drone delivery as Wing
competes against Amazon,
Walmart, UPS and others
to overcome the many tech-
nical and regulatory chal-
lenges of flying packages
over neighborhoods.

Federal officials started
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Sam Dean/Wing LLC via AP
In this photo from April 14, 2021, Girl Scouts Alice, right, and Gracie pose with a Wing delivery drone in
Christiansburg, Virginia. The company is testing drone delivery of Girl Scout cookies in the area.

rolling out new rules in mid-
April that will allow opera-
tors to fly small drones over
people and at night, poten-
tially giving a boost to com-
mercial use of the machines.
Most drones will need to
be equipped so they can be
identified remotely by law
enforcement officials.

The 10-pound Wing
drone that made the first

deliveries in Christiansburg
in fall 2019 is already an
artifact held at the Smithso-
nian National Air and Space
Museum. Whether it will go
down in history as a revolu-
tionary innovation or a uto-
pian flop remains to be seen.

Amazon has also been
working on drone delivery
for years. In 2013, Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos said in
a TV interview that drones
would be flying to custom-
er’s homes within five years,
but that deadline has long
since passed. The com-
pany did win government
approval to deliver pack-
ages by drones last August,
but Amazon said it was
still testing them and hasn’t
started delivering goods to
shoppers yet.

David Vos, an aerospace
engineer who led Google’s
Wing project until 2016,
said he’s been surprised that
drone delivery ventures hav-
en’t taken off more quickly.

“I thought it was com-
pletely doable to be up
and going by 2021,” Vos
said. While he still thinks
drone technology is getting
closer to delivering the size,

weight and power needed
to transport goods safely in
populated places, Vos said
the tech industry also needs
a cultural shift.

In particular, he said, it
needs to bring on people
from the traditional avi-
ation industry who have
experience building “safe-
ty-critical systems” that
meet strict performance
standards.

Wing’s drones are
able to navigate autono-
mously — without a human
pilot controlling them
remotely — and are pow-
ered by two forward pro-
pellers on their wings and
12 smaller vertical propel-
lers. When a drone reaches
its destination, it hovers
above the front lawn as a
tether releases to drop the
package.

“It was so smooth and it
didn’t shake,” said Walker,
who, before her troop added
drones to its sales strategy,
would don a mask and set
up a cookie booth outside a
home improvement store.
“They look like a helicopter
but also a plane.”

— Associated Press
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206 STEP UPTO STRESSLESS®
NEW STRESSLESS®
*
RECLINERS 4 RECLINERS AND SAVE $500.
Get $500 off Stressless® Signature base recliners and ottomans
STRESSLESS or recliners with Classic Power™:*
AEA S Stressless® Signature base recliners feature our BalanceAdapt™-system, giving you a soft, gentle rocking motion as your sitting angle adjusts
to your every movement. Stressless® recliners with Classic Power™ offer you enhanced motorized functionality with the touch of two concealed buttons.
* Free Delivery_ HOURS:Mon. - Fri. 9:30 am-6:30 pm -
¢ In-Store Credit Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm Sun. 12 noon-4 pm o 50 YEARS OF T
e 70 Store Buying Power {
e Decorating Assistance (541) 963-4144 « 888-449-2704 ¥ EXCELLENT COMFORT

 Stressless® Sunrise
with Classic Power™
shown in Paloma
Maroon

Stressless®

h Signature base

For five decades, we've offered a peaceful placeswhere peoplé can
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La GRANDE, OREGON 97850

ak from their stressful lives and relax and recharge their
T I . Our seating is designed with the most innovative
eworld The moment you slt, you can feel the
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1520 ADAMS AVENUE




