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Schedules collide when mother and daughter share a car

DEAR ABBY: [ am a
16-year-old girl, and I'm having
a conflict with my mom over my
car. Her car broke down and she
needed to use mine, which is com-
pletely understand-

tinually tell me that should she
EVER need the car, I have to give
it to her.
While I understand she needs
it to get to and from work, and
I'm willing to be

able, and I agreed. 3 flexible so she can,
However, I have DEAR her demand that [
a work schedule [ ABBY not use it the entire

have to stick to, and

I need my car to get

to and from. I pay

all the bills for it, and the title is
in my grandfather’s name.

[ asked her to let me use my
car to get to and from work and
for Valentine’s Day with my boy-
friend. She seemed upset by it,
and now she and my stepdad con-

time hers is in the

shop (majority of

this time is on a
weekend when she’s not working)
is unacceptable because I also
have responsibilities.

How do I help her understand
that while she can use it for work
because that is important, when
1 need it after her work hours, 1

should be able to use it because
I pay for it? Must I just suck it up
and let her continue using it (put-
ting my relationship with my boy-
friend at risk and possibly having
to walk five miles to work in bad
weather) or tell her the days [
need it are absolute, and since it
is my car, I will be using it?

— CONFUSED IN MISSOURI

DEAR CONFUSED: While I
agree with the concept of “yours”
and “mine,” there are times when
family has to pull together.

On the grand scale of things
at this point, your mom’s respon-
sibilities as an adult are more
important than your love life. If
your boyfriend thinks so little of
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you that your being carless on a
special occasion will destroy your
relationship, then that relationship
isn’t destined to last forever.

If lacking access to your car
means you would have to trudge
five miles in bad weather to and
from work, ask your stepdad or
your grandfather if — in an emer-
gency — one of them can trans-
port you. But do not attempt to lay
down the law to your mother, or
I guarantee you will not like the
consequences.

DEAR ABBY: There is this guy
that I like a lot. I want to ask him
out, but it recently came to my
attention that we have a mutual
ex-boyfriend. Should I bring it

up or let it go? He is friends with
our shared ex on Facebook, and [
don’t know what to do.
— GUY WITH A CRUSH IN
PENNSYLVANIA
DEAR GUY: Once the quar-
antine and social distancing are
lifted, ask him out. When you do,
I think it would be wise to disclose
this information to your crush
because it will become apparent
soon enough. If things move for-
ward, there will likely be pictures
posted on Facebook. If you try to
sweep it under the carpet, he will
think you are doing it because you
have something to hide. Introduce
the subject this way: “Small world,
isn’t it?”

Poland plans pensions for
dogs, horses in
state employment

WARSAW, Poland —
They locate survivors in
collapsed buildings, track
down fugitives, foil drugs

for adoption.

the owners.

before they’re offered up

But more importantly, it
would extend state respon-
sibility for the animals into
their retirement time and
secure financial support for

“The dog may sud-
denly remember that it
was trained to bite and it
will start biting, and when
left alone at home it may
demolish the couch because
it needs to have something
in its mouth,” Walkowiak

and explosives smugglers
and help control rowdy
crowds. All in exchange for
food and lodging — and an
occasional pat on the head.

But when retire-
ment time comes, state
care ends for the dogs
and horses that serve in
Poland’s Police, Border
Guard and Fire Service.
They are given away, with
no safeguards for their
future welfare.

Following appeals from
concerned service mem-
bers, the Interior Ministry
has proposed new legisla-
tion that would give these
animals an official status,
and paid retirement to help
cover the often costly care
bills their new owners face.

Interior Minister Mar-
iusz Kaminski described
the draft law as a “moral
obligation” that should get
unanimous backing when
presented in Parliament for
approval later this year.

life has been saved, more
than one dangerous crim-
inal caught thanks to the
animals in service,” he
said in February.

The new law would
affect some 1,200 dogs and
more than 60 horses in
service.

of the animals are retired,
according to the Interior
Ministry. Most of the dogs
are German or Belgian
Shepherds.

Pawel Kuchnio, handler
of Warsaw police sniffer
dog Orbita, said retired
dogs almost always require

Czarek Sokolowski/Associated Press

Mounted police patrol in a park in Warsaw, Poland, on Friday, March 5, 2021. Responding to calls from concerned
servicemen, the Interior Ministry has proposed a bill that would give the animals an official status and retirement
pension, hoping this gesture of “ethical obligation” will win unanimous backing.

deal with complaints such
as strained hind joints.

The pension money
“will certainly be a great
help and will make things
easier,” he said.

The bill would confirm
the unwritten rule that the
animals’ handlers have

Slawomir Walkowiak,
50, a former policeman
caring for retired service
dogs and horses at Poland’s
only dedicated shelter,
named “The Veterans’
Corner,” said regular state
payments would ease con-
cern over bills that reach
into thousands of zlotys
(dollars) monthly.

The privately run, farm-
like shelter in Gierlatowo,
west-central Poland, houses
10 dogs, and five retired
police horses in a spacious
paddock.

The oldest horse there,
Hipol, is in his late 20s and
almost blind. Walkowiak
said he would have a slim
chance of surviving at a
regular stable.

Walkowiak said many
service dogs end up chained
to posts or being given
unsuitable tasks, as people
think they would make
good guardians for farms or
other properties. This isn’t

said.

In Warsaw, mounted
police officer Dariusz Mal-
kowski said he would have
to pay the stabling fees
for his 13-year-old black
gelding Rywal if he were to
keep him after retirement.

A stable box near
Warsaw can cost some
2,500 zlotys ($650) a
month. The average pre-tax
monthly salary in Poland is
some 5,500 zlotys ($1,400).

On patrol with Mal-
kowski was Sgt. Katarzyna
Kuczynska, riding
13-year-old Romeo II, or
Romek, who can identify
Kuczynska by her voice.

“These animals have
worked for the state, they
have done their jobs well
and they should be entitled
to health care and proper
retirement — on green pas-
tures in the case of horses,”
Kuczynska said.

“The kids say they’re not
going,” he says.

“More than one human

Each year, some 10%

expensive medical care, to

priority in keeping them

always the case.

— Associated Press
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