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Distance tests a
an engagement

DEAR ABBY:

Tve been in a long-
distance relationship
for2 1/2 years. We
are now engaged, but
haven’t set a date for our wedding.

We are both in the military, and we have maintained this
relationship well. But there was a time before we dated that I
was dating someone else. I ended that relationship, but haven’t
healed from it because I see him at work often, and I still have
feelings for him.

He lives in my neighborhood, and I enjoy talking to him.

1 like the attention he gives me, and I'm attracted to him. I
blame the geographical distance from my fiance for this. I
want someone close, and I would love for it to be the person I
am engaged to, but although I try to abstain from this other
person, I find myself drawn to him.

DEAR ABBY

— CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO

DEAR CAUGHT: You say you have been together with your
absent fiance for 2 1/2 years, but are still carrying on an emo-
tional affair with the man you broke up with. When you say
you are “trying to abstain” from this person, clearly you can't.

What is going on isn't fair to the man you are engaged to.
Ifhe knew, I'm sure he would agree. Do not chalk this up to
“when I'm not with the man I love, I love the one 'm with.” Be
honest about what you really want, follow through, and you
won't be writing me again years from now asking what to do.

DEAR ABBY: 1 am a hairstylist with a client who was re-
ferred to me by a mutual fiiend, “Rita,” from high school. Rita is
also a client, and we go back 20-plus years. The client, who's close
friends with Rita, is picky and a terrible tipper:

She box. colors her hair at home, but comes to me for her hair-
cuts. I offer her 10% off of her haircut for prebooking, so she gets
a $35 service for $31.50. She usually tips me $3.50. She keeps
asking me to sell her hair products at a wholesale cost, which I
do for my family and for Rita, but no one else.

Cutting her hair is a chore, because she’s never completely
happy with the service and has asked to come back for free
retouching. If she were anyone else, Id part ways with her, but be-
cause of her close relationship with Rita, she sometimes comes to
dinner with us on girls nights and is involved in our group chats.

Is there a discreet way to end this business / client relationship
without screwing up my friendship with my high school pal? I'm
tired of dealing with her; but I don’t know how to get out.

—CUTTING HER OUT

DEAR CUTTING: Handle this by telling Rita what you
have written to me and explaining that the two of them may
be friends, but you no longer want the woman as a client.
Then sweetly tell the woman the next time she calls that your
professional relationship doesn’t seem to be a good fit because
she has voiced dissatisfaction with your work. Then offer to
refer her to someone else. Not every client is a good fit and
vice versa. It's a fact of business life.

DEAR ABBY: I usually send special occasion flowers to my
wife at work. I was wondering if it could make some co-work-
ers who do not receive flowers from their partner or husband
feel neglected, and worse, cause friction between them and my
wife. If you feel this could be a potential problem, I can have
the flowers delivered to our home.

— EXCLUDED IN FLORIDA

DEAR EXCLUDED: If receiving flowers at her job has
caused any tension in the past, you probably would have
heard about it. However, you should ask your wife what she
would prefer because she may enjoy the public gesture of
husbandly love.
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The large numbers correspond to the three road junctions mentioned in the story, and the arrows indicate direction

of travel for hiking the loop clockwise.

WI LD from the confluence of wild-
land and four-lane freeway.

Continued from Page 2B From this last intersection
Here the views open to the  it’s almost all downhill, with

north, dominated, as is the the interstate occasionally

case throughout the Durkee  visible several hundred feet

country, by the bald summit  below.

of Lookout Mountain. At Extremely downhill, in a

7,120 feet it is the tallest peak few sections.

in the southeast corner of For what might have been

Baker County, and it com- the first time, all four of us

mands the terrain in a way

befitting its name.

(It’s also, appropriately
enough, the site of a Bureau
of Land Management fire
lookout, which is used each
summer.)

The road heads straight to-
ward Lookout Mountain for a
quarter mile or so to the third
and final junction. The bonus
here is a brief but stirring
glimpse at a small section of
the Wallowas. This great-
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est of our mountain ranges
in Northeast Oregon seems
almost Himalayan from this
vantage point. It is a singular
experience, it seems to me,
to stand in what is in effect
a desert landscape and to
see, in the distance, an alpine
world of snowfields and gran-
ite horns and high meadows
that will still be green and
lush with frigid snowmelt in
August, when the grass we're
walking through will long
have gone to seed.

This is another sort of jux-
taposition, but not so different

agreed that I had made the
right decision to hike the loop

clockwise.

(I almost always endorse
my route-finding choices, but
mine typically is the lone
voice, drowned out by the

familial choir.)

This road, which also clings
to the spine of a steep and
narrow ridge, also reveals an
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intriguing basin, similar to
the one mentioned earlier but
larger and more varied in its
collection of stony sculptures.
It’s the sort of place that in a
national park probably would
be penetrated by a paved
path.

The loop is about three
miles, with an elevation gain
of around 700 feet.

HONOR THE SENIOR IN YOUR LIFE
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in this special way with a customized,
double-sided 18” x 24” yard sign,
constructed from corrugated plastic.

Order by May 5th and we’ll deliver

to your door by May 21st!
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