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Story of wrongful conviction is shared without permission

DEAR ABBY: I'm a gay man
in my late 40s, partnered with a
man in his late 50s. There are a
lot of issues from my past that |
try hard to move beyond and let
go of. I was wrongly accused and
convicted of a crime
1 didn’t commit, for
which I was sen-
tenced to life in
prison.

I sat in prison
seven years before
[ was able to prove my innocence
and regain my freedom. Even
then, I was forced to accept cer-
tain requirements to keep my
freedom, regardless of being
proven innocent. Unfortunately,
I'm finding it difficult because my
partner keeps sharing my story
with people who are complete

strangers to me. When they meet
me, the first words out of their
mouths are things like: “You poor
man, I'm so sorry,” or “Wow, I
can’t believe you went through
that,” and “Man, you must be a
strong person to
have gotten through

DE AR that.”
How do I move
ABBY past this, if he keeps
telling people a
story that is NOT

his to tell, but mine to disclose
if I choose to do so? The shame
and embarrassment of facing this
trauma of my past on a regular
basis isn’t healthy for me. How
can I get him to understand that
he needs to stop doing it?

I'm afraid to say anything to
him about it. He dismisses my

feelings most of the time when [
bring up things he does that upset
me.

1 love this man with all of my
heart. He was one of only two
people who stood by me during
my trauma and made it possible
to prove my innocence. He was
also my “first.” My love for him
has only grown over the years,
but this issue of my story being
revealed has to stop.

— FRUSTRATED IN THE
MIDWEST

DEAR FRUSTRATED: You
not only have to speak up, but you
also have to be heard. That your
much older partner dismisses your
feelings is controlling and conde-
scending. He has no right to dis-
close VERY personal information
about you with strangers.

You wrote that this is your
first relationship. If this con-
tinues, it may not be your last.
Present it to your partner in
exactly these terms. Couples
counseling may save your rela-
tionship, but only if the balance
of power is adjusted.

DEAR ABBY: I was friends
with my guy before getting into a
relationship with him seven years
ago. The problem is, I feel like we
are not growing. He is still living
with his mom, we have no plans
for the future, etc.

At least once a year, I ask him
how he views our relationship,
but I only get the same response
that things are fine the way they
are. I have now started back
in college while maintaining a
full-time job, but I'm so frus-

trated I feel like giving up on
the relationship and moving on.
I'm actually stuck between a
breakup and keeping a friend-
ship. Any advice?

— UNCERTAIN IN ALABAMA

DEAR UNCERTAIN: Of
course your “guy” thinks things
are fine the way they are. They
are — for him. I’'m delighted you
decided to return to college and
get your degree. By doing so,
you are taking control of your
life, which is moving in the right
direction.

Please understand that you may
not only outgrow the relationship,
but also this young man. By all
means, keep him as a friend if you
can. Be a role model if he’s able to
learn from your example, but con-
tinue to broaden your horizons.

Thousands of
cold-stunned
sea turtles being
rescued in Texas

SOUTH PADRE
ISLAND, Texas — Resi-
dents, some of whom lack
heat or basic amenities in
their own homes due to the
unusually chilly weather,
have been rescuing cold-
stunned sea turtles and
taking them to a conven-
tion center in a South Texas
resort town.

“Every 15 minutes or
less there’s another truck
or SUV that pulls up,” Ed
Caum, executive director
of the South Padre Island
Convention and Visitors
Bureau, told The Associ-
ated Press on Wednesday,
Feb. 17.

He said sometimes
people bring one or two
sea turtles, sometimes
more. “We had trailers full
(Tuesday) coming in that
had 80, 100, 50,” he said.

The South Padre Island
Convention Center started
pitching in Monday when
its neighbor, Sea Turtle
Inc., could no longer handle
the number of sea turtles
being dropped off, and
their mostly outdoor oper-
ation had lost power. He
said the convention center
itself didn’t have power or
water till early Wednesday
morning.

He says they’ve “col-
lected” more than 3,500
sea turtles so far. He said
he hesitates to use the word
rescued because “we know
we’re going to lose some.”

Caum said that
with another cold front
approaching, they don’t
know when they’ll
be able to return the
sea turtles to the water.

NEws ofF THE WEIRD

Temperatures in the area
on Wednesday afternoon
were in the 40s. He said it
may be Saturday — when
temperatures are expected
to reach the low 60s —
before the turtles can be
released back into the Gulf.

He said with power
returned they have been
able to bring the convention
center’s temperature to 60
degrees.

“We're trying to do
the best we can to save as
many turtles as possible,”
he said.

UK's chief mouser
celebrates 10 years
on the prowl

LONDON — Larry the
cat, a four-legged inhabitant
of London’s 10 Downing
St., marked a decade as
Britain’s mouse-catcher in
chief on Monday, Feb. 15.

The tabby cat was
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Thousands of Atlantic green sea turtles and Kemp's ridley sea turtles suffering from cold
stun are laid out to recover Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, at the South Padre Island Convention
Center on South Padre Island, Texas.

recruited by then-Prime
Minister David Cameron to
deal with a pack of rats seen
scuttling close to the British
leader’s official residence,
and entered Downing Street
on Feb. 15, 2011.

The former stray,
adopted from London’s
Battersea Dogs and Cats
Home, was given the title
Chief Mouser to the Cab-
inet Office, an unofficial
pest control post. He was
the first cat to hold the rat-
catching portfolio since
the retirement of Hum-
phrey in 1997, and has loy-
ally served three prime
ministers.

But it seems like yes-
terday that Larry was just
another cat — as opposed
to a media superstar —
said Lindsey Quinlan,
the head of cattery of
Battersea.

“Throughout his time
at No.10, Larry has proven

himself to not only be a
brilliant ambassador for
Battersea but also demon-
strated to millions of
people around the world
how incredible rescue cats
are,” she said. “His rags
to riches tale is yet more
proof of why all animals
deserve a second chance
— one minute they may
be an overlooked stray on
the streets, the next they
could become one of the
nation’s beloved political
figures, with fans around
the world.”

Larry, who has met a
number of world leaders,
has been largely unfriendly
to men but took a liking
to former U.S. President
Barack Obama. When
former President Donald
Trump visited in 2019,
Larry took a nap under his
car.

His grip on the public
imagination is clear —

Mouser to the Cabinet Office
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In this May 21, 2020 photo, Larry, the official 10 Downing
Street cat, walks outside 10 Downing Street before the na-
tionwide Clap for Carers to recognize and support National
Health Service workers and carers fighting the coronavi-
rus pandemic in London. Monday, Feb. 15, 2021, marked
the 10th anniversary of rescue cat Larry becoming Chief

in a bid to deal with a rat

problem at 10 Downing Street.

and political leaders know
better than to ignore that
popularity. The tomcat was
a sentimental topic of con-
versation in Cameron’s final
appearance in Parliament
as prime minister when he
said he wanted to quash a
rumor that — perish the
thought — he didn’t like
Larry.

And just to prove it, he
whipped out evidence: a
picture of Larry lying on
his lap.

“He belongs to the house
and the staff love him very
much — as do I,” he said
at the time, explaining why
he wasn’t taking Larry with
him after leaving office.

After the December 2019
election, rumors swirled
that Larry might be headed
for retirement with the news
the new prime minister,
Boris Johnson, was a dog
man.

However, despite the

prime minister moving
Jack Russell cross Dilyn
into Downing Street, Larry
remained in office.

Reports of his rodent-
killing abilities vary. Larry
became known for his occa-
sional scraps with neigh-
boring cats — especially
Palmerston, chief mouser
to the Foreign Office across
the street — and fondness
for sleep. Palmerston has
retired to the country, so
things have been a bit qui-
eter of late.

These days Larry, now
14, often is seen by photog-
raphers patrolling his turf.

Visitors to the building
can sometimes find him
napping on a ledge above
a radiator or sleeping on
a floor, where dignitaries
occasionally have to step
over him. At the heart
of government, he special-
izes in power naps.

— Associated Press
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