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Estranged mom pushes closer after first grandchild’s birth

DEAR ABBY: My mother and 1

comfortable discussing with her.

it would have given me more to

ical problems. I tried to help her

munication, and I want to help

have never been close. We talk to 1 honestly don’t view this as my ~ work with. as much as I could, but it became  her overcome this. What do you
or see each other five or six times  problem. We barely have a rela- Assuming there is a good clear that she was having trouble  suggest?
a year at family functions. Hon- tionship and haven’t for a long reason for it (which I am), your dealing with her condition. She — DISCREET HELPER IN

estly, I am fine with
this.

time, so I think she
should take what 1

mother is correct about what
she’s telling people. She ISN’T

was headed down a bad path and
struggling emotionally, so we

THE SOUTH
DEAR HELPER: I'm sug-

1 recently had DEAR am offering. I simply — welcome. In fact, she’s quite the gradually grew apart. gesting you unfriend Isabella
a baby (her first do not care to see opposite. If she doesn’t know the 1 friended her on Facebook immediately for the reason you
grandchild), and ABBY a lot of her. If she reasons for it, you should make because I still wanted to remain mentioned: the fear of guilt by

suddenly she wants
to come over all the

time. I have tried to set bound-

aries (giving a day and time

when she may come over), but it
makes me look like a bully, and

wants to see the

baby, I feel I must
be present because her having
time alone with the baby is not
an option that will work. Should
1 feel bad that she doesn’t feel

them clear to her. Because you are
hearing her complaints repeated
by others, feel free to explain to
them the reasons. You are within
your rights to set boundaries
regarding your mother’s visits,

friendly, but she never posted
anything until recently. Now
she has started posting about
heavy drug use and how much it
“helps” her.
1 don’t want to be associ-

association. As much as you
would like to help your old friend
with her addiction problem, and
while you might suggest she enter
a treatment program, it won’t
happen until she finally real-

she tells people she doesn'’t feel welcome? and you should not be made to ated with this. I'm building a izes the drugs are not only NOT
welcome. My issue is she strug- — IT’S COMPLICATED  feel guilty for doing it. career, and I don’t want anyone  improving her life, but preventing
gles with boundaries. She asks DEAR IT’S COMPLICATED: DEAR ABBY: I have known my  assuming I use drugs, too. How-  her from accomplishing it. From

about my finances, inappropriate

questions regarding my preg-

nancy, etc. — topics I don’t feel

I am sorry you weren’t willing to
share what caused your estrange-
ment from your mother because

Koala rescued after
5-car pileup on
Australian freeway

CANBERRA, Australia
— A koala has been res-
cued after causing a five-car
pileup while trying to
cross a six-lane freeway in
southern Australia.

Police said the crash in
heavy Monday morning
traffic in the city of Ade-
laide caused some inju-
ries but no one required an
ambulance.

The animal’s rescuer
said she got out of her car to
investigate what had caused
the pileup. Nadia Tugwell,
with her coat in hand,
teamed up with a stranger
clutching a blanket in a bid
to capture the marsupial. A
concrete highway divider
had blocked the koala’s
crossing.

“The koala was abso-
lutely not damaged in any
way,” Tugwell said. “It was
very active, but very calm.”

Once the koala was in
her trunk, Tugwell drove
to a gas station to turn the
animal over to wildlife res-
cuers. In the interim, the
koala was able to climb
from the trunk into her
SUV’s cabin.

with other koalas.

“I live up in the hills,
and if you let them do what
they want to do and you
don’t chase them or some-
thing, they’re OK,” Tugwell
said.

NadiaTugwell via AP
A koala perches inside Nadia Tugwell’s car in Adelaide,
Australia on Monday, Feb. 8, 2021. The koala was rescued
after causing a five-car pileup while trying to cross a six-
lane freeway in southern Australia.

wild bovines are getting
some love.

Cattle and water buffalo
embody hard work and
serenity in the 12-animal
Chinese zodiac, and were
used on Hong Kong farms

friend “Isabella” since elemen-
tary school. When we were teen-
agers, we both developed med-

NEws ofF THE WEIRD

ever, I want to remain friends
with Isabella on Facebook, since
it’s our only method of com-

what you have written, Isabella is
still neck deep in denial, and you
cannot fix that.

VincentYu/AP Photo

Cows and buffalos eat grass at Lantau island, the biggest island within the territory of
Hong Kong on Jan. 17, 2021. The Chinese Year of the Ox begins Friday, Feb. 12, and in the
shadow of Hong Kong's futuristic urban skyline, wild bovines are getting some love. Ho
Loy of the Lantau Buffalo Association and her team of volunteers dedicate most week-
ends to checking on the cattle that roam the biggest island within the territory of

Hong Kong.

grass and hay bought with
donated funds to different
herds around the island.
“The animals are a very
important part of our cul-
ture, of our city planning,
especially rural planning,”

Association hopes to pre-
serve the animals and
their habitat, reduce fric-
tion with growing human
communities and lobby for
long-term environmental
preservation policies.

Cattle, on the other
hand, are very sociable,
especially if you have
food.

“They will come and
get your food and they are
not scared of humans,” Ho

“It decided to come to The leather trimmings for centuries to plough rice  Ho said. The animals pro- While Hong Kong is said.
the front toward me, so [ of her luxury vehicle were fields, pull carts and pro- vide an opportunity to best known for its neon-lit, Fiona Woodhouse of
said, ‘OK, you stay here. I’ll  scratched by the animal, vide milk and meat. But as  explore “what that means densely-packed urban the Hong Kong Society for

299

get out,”” she said.

“It started sitting for a
while on the steering wheel:
(as if) saying: ‘let’s go for
a drive,” and that’s when I
started taking photos,” she
added.

Tugwell said she had
learned from past experi-
ence how to calm koalas
by covering their eyes.
She lives near a euca-

but Tugwell said the happy
ending was well worth the
damage.

The koala later was
released in a forest — well
away from the freeway.

Year of Ox puts
focus on Hong
Kong's wild bovines

HONG KONG— The

farms began to shut down
in the the 1970s, many ani-
mals were abandoned and
their descendants became
the wild cattle and buffalos
now commonly seen in
rural Hong Kong.

Ho Loy of the Lantau
Buffalo Association and
her team of volunteers
dedicate most weekends to
checking on the cattle that

to Hong Kong people
about the nature, the
remaining nature value in
Hong Kong.”

Hong Kong’s Agricul-
tural, Fisheries and Con-
servation Department
estimates there are approx-
imately 1,100 brown cattle
and 120 water buffalo
distributed across Hong
Kong’s Lantau Island and

environment, more than
three-quarters of the
southern Chinese terri-
tory of 7.5 million people
remains green hills and
forests.

Over her 14 years of
caring for the animals, Ho,
a Lantau resident herself,
has come to know them
well. Water buffalo are
“very shy, they spend most

the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals said the wel-
fare of wildlife speaks to
the overall health of Hong
Kong’s environment and
cultural heritage.

“So, we need to ...
ensure their welfare as
much as possible and look
at what we’re doing in
Hong Kong to see how it
impacts those animals and

lyptus forest outside Ade-  Chinese Year of the Ox roam the biggest island rural parts of the New Ter-  of the time in the wetland.  their ability to survive and

laide and has twice called  begins Friday, and in the within the territory of ritories near the border So, preserving the wetland  live safely in Hong Kong,”

animal handlers to rescue  shadow of Hong Kong’s Hong Kong. Starting mid-  with China. is one thing will help them  Woodhouse said.

koalas injured in fights futuristic urban skyline, morning they distribute The Lantau Buffalo to live healthy,” she said. — Associated Press
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