Sports

Chiefs try for first Super Bowl repeat win in

By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

Do it again?

Not in the NFL, at least
not lately.

Sunday, Feb. 7, the
Kansas City Chiefs will
be the latest franchise to
attempt winning succes-
sive Super Bowls when they
take on the Buccaneers.

In Tampa, of all places.
Against Tom Brady, of all
people.

It’s an achievement
simply to get this far once
again.

“The thing I can see as
a positive is the record, that
we’ve persevered through
some tough games,” Chiefs
coach Andy Reid said,
“and so the mental tough-
ness to do that individually
each week was important,
knowing that you’re going
to get people’s best shot,
and there’s the respect
factor.

“They didn’t ques-
tion each other, they didn’t
question the coaches, they
stayed focused and deliv-
ered. However, that falls in,
I’'m not sure how to cate-
gorize that, but I just think
that might have been the
biggest challenge. You’ve
seen that with teams, when
things aren’t going right,
they just kind of fall apart
there. Our guys have not
done that, they all stuck
together and trusted.”

Only twice since the

earlier this year.

Patriots pulled off the most
recent repeat in the 2003
and 2004 seasons has a
champion gotten back to the
big game. Seattle failed in
the 2014 season — against
New England, no less;
remember Malcolm Butler’s
goal-line interception? —
and the Patriots in the 2017
season, the Super Bowl fea-
turing the Philly Special.
Super Bowl repeats once
were relatively common.
The first two went to the
Lombardi Packers. Don
Shula’s Dolphins soon
replicated the feat, even
throwing in a perfect season
for 1972. And Pittsburgh’s
Steel Curtain not only went
back to back in the 1974
and ‘75 seasons, they did so
again in 1978 and “79.
We’re not done. The
Bill Walsh/Joe Montana

10 sign on to play
football for EOU
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LA GRANDE — Ten
freshmen signed national
letters of intent to come to
La Grande and play foot-
ball at Eastern Oregon
University.

EOU Mountaineers foot-
ball and its head coach Tim
Camp announced in a press
release the 2021 recruiting
class Thursday, Feb. 4. The
10 incoming student players
will join the Mounties in
the fall.

“Our No. 1 priority
in this unique year was
recruiting our locker room,
and taking care of the guys
we already have on this
roster,” Camp said in the
press release. “The 2021
signing class is full of size,
talent and academically
motivated young men. The
average GPA of our 2021
signing class is right around
3.50.”

Five of the recruits are
from Oregon, three from
Washington and one each
from Idaho and Nevada.
The following are the 2021
Mountaineers football
signing class.

 Hayden Bass, Eugene
— Bass, 6 feet, 5 inches
tall, 285 pounds, was a
multiple-year letterwinner
at Sheldon High School,
which won conference
championships in 2018 and
2019.

* Trey Darden, Dufur
— Darden, 6 feet, 5 inches
tall, 235 pounds, was a
multiple-year letterwinner
at Dufur High School. In
his junior season in 2019,
Darden garnered second
team all-state honors at
defensive line.

* Ramsey Hering, Banks
— Hering, 6 feet, 2 inches
tall, 265 pounds, played
his high school football at
Banks High School. He was
a three-year varsity letter-
winner and competed and
lettered in wrestling for
three seasons.

* Tyler Exline, Banks
— Exline, 6 feet, 1 inch
tall, 225 pounds, joins high
school teammate Hering in
coming to EOU from Banks
High School, where he was
a three-year varsity letter-
winner. He also competed
and lettered in basketball
for two seasons.

e Tristan Lee, Klamath
Falls — Lee, 6 feet, 3
inches tall, 195 pounds, was
a three-year varsity letter-
winner at Mazama High
School. He was named the
Skyline Conference Offen-
sive Player of the Year one
season and earned hon-
orable mention all-state
honors at quarterback and
defensive back.

* Caden Beazley,
Manson, Washington —
Beazley, 5 feet, 10 inches
tall, 185 pounds, was a
three-year letterwinner
at Manson High School,
where he played running
back and linebacker. In
his junior season, Beazley
rushed for 1,350 yards and
had a total yardage of 1,685.

* Eti Ena Jr., Cheney,
Washington — Ena Jr.,

5 feet, 10 inches tall, 225
pounds, was a three-year
varsity letterwinner at
Cheney High School and
earned honorable mention
all-conference one season.
He also competed and let-
tered in track and field for
three seasons.

* Max Prazer, Orondo,
Washington — Prazer, 6
feet tall, 215 pounds, played
his high school football
at Eastmont High School,
where he was a three-year
letterwinner and a team
captain in his final two sea-
sons. Prazer was named
first team all-league as a
junior and the league’s best
defensive lineman.

* Tanner Nett, Boise,
Idaho — Nett, 6 feet, 5
inches tall, 300 pounds,
played for Borah High
School and will play foot-
ball and compete in track
and field at EOU. In football
at Borah, he was a two-time
all-state selection, earning
first team honors as a junior
and second team accolades
as a senior.

* Anthony Peterson,
Winnemucca, Nevada —
Peterson, 5 feet, 11 inches
tall, 190 pounds, heads
to Eastern Oregon from
Nevada where he played
at Albert M. Lowry High
School. He competed in
football, wrestling and track
and field. Peterson was a
two-time all-league selec-
tion at running back in
2019 and 2020.
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Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid, right, watch-
es quarterback Patrick Mahomes warm up before a game

49ers were the 1988 and
89 champions; Dallas

and its Hall of Fame Trip-
lets of Emmitt Smith, Troy
Aikman and Michael Irvin
pulled off the double in
1992 and ‘93; then John
Elway finished off his illus-
trious Broncos career with
two straight NFL titles in
1997 and 98.

But since Tom Brady
took New England to the
top 2003 and ’04, nothing.

“It’s hard, you know?”
Brady has said — and
he is heading to his record
10th Super Bowl.

Brady led New England
to its first NFL title in the
2001 season, a second-year
backup until Drew Bledsoe
suffered a chest injury in
the second game of the
schedule. After missing the
playoffs entirely in 2002,
the Patriots were primed
for another championship
challenge the next year.
They put together a league-
best 14-2 record sparked
by the defense (238 points
allowed, an NFL low) at a
time when Brady was not
yet an offensive force.

That defense featured
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16 years

one Pro Football Hall of
Famer, cornerback Ty Law;
a 2021 finalist for the hall,
lineman Richard Seymour,
and such other notables as
Tedy Bruschi, Rodney Har-
rison, Willie McGinest and
Mike Vrabel.

But Brady was the man
in a weird Super Bowl in
Houston, when no points
were scored in the opening
or third quarter. But 61
points were packed into
the other two periods, and
Brady went 32 for 48 for
354 yards with three touch-
downs and one interception.

Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia

ARE YOU AT RISK?

According to a new study by Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and
the National Institute on Aging, men and women with hearing loss are much
more likely to develop dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. People with severe
hearing loss, the study reports, were 5 times more likely to develop dementia
than those with normal hearing.

Have you noticed a change in your ability to remember?
“The more hearing loss you have, the greater the likelihood of developing dementia or Alzheimer’s
disease. Hearing aids could delay or prevent dementia by improving the patient’s hearing.”

-2011 Study by Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and the National Institute on Aging

IS IT TIME FOR A HEARING TEST?

TAKE THIS QUIZ TO FIND OUT...
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[

[ ] [[] Do you feel that people mumble [ ] Do you have trouble understanding
or do not speak clearly? the voices of women and small
children when they are speaking?

[ ] [] Do you turn the TV up louder than
others need to? [] [] Is it hard to follow the conversation
in noisy places like parties, crowded

[ ] [] Do family or friends get frustrated restaurants or family get-togethers?

when you ask them to repeat themselves?

If you've answered “Yes"” to any one of these questions, there's good news!
Miracle-Ear can help! Don’t wait another moment. Call us today.

“Hearing loss, left untreated, can lead to serious problems
such as loneliness and isolation.”

FREE PUBLIC SERVICE

3-Days Only! All of the tests are FREE!

Your hearing will be electronically tested”
and you will be shown how your hearing compares to normal hearing.

Your ears will be examined with a video otoscope’
to determine if your hearing problem may just be excess wax.

In-store demonstration of the newest Miracle-Ear technology
so you can hear the improvement for yourself!

OFFER ENDS February 8th

Don't Wait! Call and make your appointment now!

I\, Miracle-Ear’

Special Notice State Employees.
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years.

Call for eligibility status.

Mention Code #
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ENTERPRISE
113-1/2 Front E. Main St.

Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave.

Baker City, OR 97814
541-239-3782

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory
condition for a full refund.




