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EOU posts
four-game
football
schedule

By KALEB LAY
The Observer

WHITEFISH, Mont.

— The Frontier Confer-
ence announced in a press
release on Thursday, Jan.
21, that collegiate football
tams can begin practicing
as soon as Feb. 15.

Eastern Oregon Univer-
sity is a part of the Fron-
tier Conference, and Moun-
taineer footballers already
have been undergoing con-
ditioning even though they
have been unable to fully
practice, according to EOU
Athletics Director Anji
Weissenfluh.

Under the conference’s
plan, the first day of com-
petition in the month-
long season would be Sat-
urday, March 13, while
the last would be April
10. According to the
release, conference teams
will have the ability to
play “up to five football
games” during the season.
The NAIA football play-
offs are scheduled for
April 17 and 24 and May
1 with the National Cham-
pionship game scheduled
for May 10, 2021 at Eddie
Robinson Stadium in
Grambling, Louisiana.

EOU 2021
FOOTBALL

e Game 1 — vs. Montana
Western, 1 p.m. March 20
e Game 2 — at Montana
State-Northern, noon
March 27

e Game 3 — at Montana
Tech, noon April 3

e Game 4 — vs. Southern
Oregon, 1 p.m. April 10

Sports

By ANNIE FOWLER

The Observer

turned in a 21:26.60 at the

Two more Eastern Oregon glrls to run at EOU

For the East Oregonian

LA GRANDE — A pair of
Eastern Oregon friends are
lacing up their spikes for cross-
country and track and field at
Eastern Oregon University.

Heppner senior Madelyn
Nichols signed a letter of
intent on Jan. 6 to run with
the Mountaineers, and Pendle-
ton’s Jordyn Murphy signed her
letter of intent on Jan. 14.

“At first, I was set on
Eastern,” Nichols said. “My
brother (Hunter) is there. Then
I started talking to coaches at
Mount Hood (Community Col-
lege), Lane (Community Col-
lege), Western Oregon and Col-
lege of Idaho. Eastern won out
because I know a lot of people
there and I’'m familiar with the
campus.”

EOU also moved to the
top of the list because the
COVID-19 pandemic limited
campus tours, and meeting
with coaches and prospective
teammates.

“Madelyn and I have run
together with Athletic East
(running club) since the seventh
grade,” Murphy said. “Eastern
is close to home, and my friend
Kaylee runs there and we are
super close.”

Kaylee is Kaylee Cope of
Helix, who joined the EOU pro-
gram in April 2020.
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Kathy Aney/East Oregoman File
Madelyn Nichols runs in the
3A/2A/1A district cross-country
championships in November 2019.
The Heppner senior signed a let-
ter of intent on Jan. 6, 2021, to run
cross-country and track at Eastern
Oregon University, La Grande.

At 5-feet-11, Murphy has a
long stride that has served her
well on cross-country courses.
Her personal best time is 19
minutes, 56.10 seconds, which
she ran as a sophomore at

Julie Murphy/Contributed Photo
Jordyn Murphy of Pendleton runs
in a cross-county race in 2019. She
signed a letter of intent on Jan,
14, 2020, to run cross-country and
track at Eastern Oregon Universi-
ty. An honor student, Murphy has
plans to major in athletic training.

the Kyle Burnside Wildhorse
Invite.

Her junior year, Murphy ran
a 21:15.50 at the Mustang Invi-
tational in Heppner.

Three weeks later, she

Intermountain Conference dis-
trict meet in The Dalles, fin-
ishing 14th.

“I love seeing our kids sign
to compete at the collegiate
level,” Pendleton cross-country
and track coach Ben Bradley
said. “Especially when they are
nearby. Eastern has done well
with their distance runners, and
Ben Welch is a good coach.”

In the fall of her junior year,
Nichols finished fifth at the
3A/2A/1A Special District 3
Cross-Country Championships
at Pendleton Community Park.
She ran a personal best 19:41.60
to earn the last spot to state.

She finished 18th at the state
meet in a time of 20:33.10.

Nichols has a 4.0 GPA and
will graduate in the spring with
about 50 college credits. She
would like to major in molec-
ular biology.

“I’ve thought about being
a doctor or a (physician assis-
tant),” she said. “There is less
schooling being a PA.”

An honor student, Murphy
has plans to major in athletic
training.

“I like learning what hap-
pens to your body and how to
stay healthy,” she said. “I like
learning how the body works,
and how to prevent and help
people through injuries. I want
to stay involved in sports.”

EOU men’s
wrestling
receives
votes in
latest poll

The Observer

KANSAS CITY — The
National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics
released its third set of the
top-20 rankings for the
2020-21 men’s wrestling
season on Thursday, Jan.
21, and a pair of Cascade
Conference teams remain in
the top 20.

Arizona Christian Uni-
versity leads the CCC at
No. 18 in the fourth edi-
tion of the 2020-21 NAITA
Wrestling Coaches’ Top
20, while Montana State-
Northern sits at No. 20.

Grand View University
claimed the No. 1 spot, fol-
lowed by Life University at
No. 2, Lindsey Wilson at
No. 3, Reinhardt University
at No. 4 and Indiana Tech
rounding out the top five.

Cascade Conference’s
Vanguard University sits
just outside the top 20, sit-
ting three points behind
the Lights. Eastern Oregon
University dropped in the
poll from 20th to 23rd.

Despite the slip in the
team rankings, Eastern
still has three grapplers in
the top-20 for their respec-
tive weight classes. Keegan
Mulhill ranks seventh at 174
pounds, as does Noel Oroz-
coat 285 pounds. Marco
Retano rounds out the trio at
No. 16 for 197 pounds.

Two individual CCC
wrestlers remain at the top
of their respective weight
classes, with Warner Pacific
University’s Austin Wal-
lace-Lister in the No. 1 spot
at 133 pounds and MSUN’s
Isaac Bartel leading the
197-pound weight class.

FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field

Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in
determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users
experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers.

Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in LA GRANDE and the surrounding areas.

LA GRANDE
111 Elm Street

La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a
painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to

Expires: January 25" 2021

BAKER CITY

2021 Washington Ave.
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

the eardrum, as well as other common causes of hearing deficiencies.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:
e Live in La Grande or the surrounding area
Are at least 55 years of age or older

[ ]
e Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids
[ ]

Don’t currently work for a market research company

@

FIELD TEST

PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product
currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been
authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take
the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to keep
them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.*

113-1/2 Front E. Main St.
Enterprise, OR 97828

ENTERPRISE

541-239-3877

Promotional offer available during special event dates only. f1f you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in

satisfactory condition. See store for details.

TO PARTICIPATE:

1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office
Mention Code: 21JanField

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our
office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come,
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure
your spot in the Product Field Test.

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will
receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a token

of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING — CALL AND MENTION CODE: 21JanField

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free
gift card may be used toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash.




