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U.S. team
vows to
continue
after yacht
capsizes

By STEVE McMORRAN
Associated Press

AUCKLAND, N.Z. —
American Magic will miss
the next round of racing in
the America’s Cup chal-
lenger series after its dra-
matic capsize, but the team
is determined to be ready
for the series semifinals in
11 days.

The New York Yacht
Club-backed team faces a
huge repair job after a high-
speed crash while leading
the race Sunday, Jan. 17,
against Italy’s Luna Rossa
left its yacht Patriot with a
gaping hole in its hull.

Skipper Terry
Hutchinson on Monday,
Jan. 18, said the yacht
sustained internal and
external structural
damage, and would need
to replace the complex
system that controls its
foils and almost all of its
electronics. The work is
likely to take 8 to 10 days,
leaving American Magic
on a tight deadline to have
any race time before the
semifinals begin.

Hutchinson feared
Patriot might sink but
a lengthy salvage effort
involving fire officers,
Coast Guard and rival
teams saved the high-tech
75-foot yacht, which was
towed back to its base in
Auckland, New Zealand
late Sunday night.

“Fortunately we didn’t
sink this one, and we’ll
live to fight another day,”
Hutchinson said. “While
the boat has a bit of damage
to her, the crew is safe and
at the end of the day that’s
really all you can ask for.”

Hutchinson said Amer-
ican Magic’s rivals, notably
the defender Team New
Zealand, have offered per-
sonnel and facilities to help
rebuilt Patriot.

“We’ve had great sup-
port from all the teams and
everybody has offered up
their services to get Patriot
back on the water,” he said.
“As competitors we sit
here and argue with each
other about little things
about racing sailboats.

At the end of the day you
couldn’t come across more
sportsmanship or more
generous teams. In all sin-
cerity in the world they’ve
extended pretty much all
of their facilities to use to
rebuild Patriot.”

American Magic lost its
first three races in and was
heading for its first win of
the series when the capsize
occurred.

“Our team has an incred-
ible amount of resolve to it,”
Hutchinson said. “We’ve
battled a lot of different
things over the course of
this program and the last
three days (of racing) really
haven’t been the standard
that we’re after. Yesterday
capped it all off. When you
walk around and look at
everyone in the face and
look at everyone in the
eyes, you get a sense of
we’re going to do whatever
it takes.”

Hutchinson said team
members, sponors and the
New York Yacht Club had
never wavered from the
commitment.

“We're all in this
together. You can walk
into our camp and you
can see a genuine compo-
nent of wanting to win this
regatta,” he said.

Hutchinson described
the experience of the crew
as Patriot reared up, then
heeled over as “pretty hair-
ball.” Several of the crew
were submerged beneath
the yacht’s giant mainsail.
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Saints’ QB exits playoffs, perhaps career, on sour note

By BRETT MARTEL
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS —
Nearly two hours after
the New Orleans Saints’
season had ended, Drew
Brees stood on the Super-
dome field in street clothes,
throwing passes to his chil-
dren while his wife, Brit-
tany, captured images of
those moments with her
cell phone.

Brees routinely throws
the ball around with his
kids after home games, but
after a 30-20 playoff loss
to the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers on Sunday night, he
lingered longer than usual
— and there was no telling
whether that familiar post-
game scene would play out
again.

Two days after Brees’
42nd birthday, his 20th
NFL season ended with
statistically his worst
playoff performance.

Brees threw three inter-
ceptions, his most in 18
postseason appearances.
His 134 yards passing were
a career-playoff low. And
because of COVID-19
restrictions, there were
fewer than 4,000 fans in
the 73,000-seat Super-
dome to bid him farewell
— if indeed it was his final

game in a Saints uniform.

For now, Brees won’t
say. But he’s also said
nothing that would lead
one to believe he’s pre-
pared to play next season,
his last under contract.

“I’Il answer this ques-
tion one time and that
is that I'm going to give
myself an opportunity to
think about the season,
think about a lot of things
just like I did last year and
make a decision,” Brees
said.

That decision for the
NFL’s all-time leader in
yards passing will come
after a fourth straight
season that saw the Saints
(13-5) win 11 or more
games and go to the play-
offs, only to come up short
of the Super Bowl.

This season, Brees
missed four games with
multiple broken ribs and a
punctured lung, but came
back in time to see New
Orleans through to its
fourth straight NFC South
crown and a playoff victory
over Chicago in the wild-
card round.

“I would never regret it.
Never. No complaints, no
regrets,” Brees said. “I’ve
always tried to play this
game with a great respect

Brynn Anderson/AP Photo
New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees blows a kiss
to his family and fans after an NFL divisional round play-
off football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
Sunday, Jan. 17, 2021, in New Orleans. The Buccaneers
won 30-20.

and a great reverence for
it, and I appreciate all that
this game has given to me.
“There are obviously
so many incredible mem-
ories and so many incred-
ible relationships that have
come as a result of playing
this game,” Brees con-
tinued. “You find out so
much about yourself and
you have to fight through
so much when you play
this game. And I’d say this
season I probably had to
fight through more than
I’ve ever had to in any
other season in my career,

from injury to all the
COVID stuff, to just crazy
circumstances. And it was
worth every moment of it.
Absolutely.”

Brees said the way this
season ended “won’t have
anything to do” with his
decision on whether to
retire. As for what will go
into the decision, Brees
said, “I’ll keep that to
myself right now.”

Other teammates didn’t
wait, though.

“He’s been everything
you could imagine a leader
could be,” said Saints

defensive end Cameron
Jordan, Brees’ teammate
since 2011.

“He’s the first one in,
the last one out. Every ste-
reotypical leadership core
value you think of, Drew
has. He exemplifies every-
thing that he does in terms
of wanting to be a better
teammate.”

Veteran linebacker
Demario Davis said
playing with Brees has
meant “everything” to him.

“When I came to New
Orleans, I wanted to help
Drew Brees win another
Super Bowl because I feel
like he deserves it for the
accomplishments that he’s
had,” Davis said. “I wanted
him to have some more
championship trophies on
the mantel.”

Brees, who brought the
Saints their only Super
Bowl appearance and
win in the 2009 season,
is not only the all-time
leader in yards passing
with 80,358, but also com-
pletions 7,142. He began
this season first in touch-
downs, but is now second
with 571, behind the 581
of Tampa Bay’s Tom
Brady, who is moving on
to his 14th conference title
game at age 43.

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field

Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in
determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users
experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers.

FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

We are looking for additional candidates in LA GRANDE and the surrounding areas.
EXxpires:

LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street

La Grande, OR 97850
541-605-2109

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a
painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to

2021 Washington Ave.
Baker City, OR 97814

January 25" 2021

BAKER CITY

541-239-3782

the eardrum, as well as other common causes of hearing deficiencies.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:

@

FIELD TEST

PARTICIPANTS
Will be tested and
selected same-day.

AVOID WAITING — CALL AND MENTION CODE: 21JanField

*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free
gift card may be used toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash.
Promotional offer available during special event dates only. f1f you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in

satisfactory condition. See store for details.

Live in La Grande or the surrounding area
Are at least 55 years of age or older

Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids
Don’t currently work for a market research company

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product
currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been
authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take
the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to keep
them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.*

ENTERPRISE
113-1/2 Front E. Main St.
Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

TO PARTICIPATE:

1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office

Mention Code: 21JanField

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our
office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come,
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure

your spot in the Product Field Test.

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will
receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a token

of our thanks.




