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Communication with college friend is a one-way street

DEAR ABBY: A friend of mine
from college (I graduated four
years ago) is incredibly kind but
terrible at keeping in touch. She
has never been good
at responding to
texts, but now that
we no longer live in
the same area, we
don’t communicate.

When she invited
me to her wedding, I was sur-
prised because when she got
engaged, I reached out to con-
gratulate her and asked for the
story of the proposal, and she
never responded. Her wedding
reception was postponed because
of COVID-19, but I watched the
Zoom ceremony.

I knew it was hard on her, so I
have reached out every month or

so for the past four months to tell
her I'm thinking of her, but she
never replies. I mailed her a card
for her wedding, which she also

did not acknowl-

edge. She sees my

Instagram posts,
DEAR and I'm connected
ABBY with her sister and

brother-in-law on

social media, so I
know no harm has come to her,
and her cellphone is working.

1 miss my friend, but I'm con-

flicted about whether I should
RSVP “yes” to the postponed
reception. Normally, I would
assume silence means someone
doesn’t want to continue a friend-
ship, but she invited me and a
plus-one. Should I accept or
reach out to a mutual friend to

Fake U.S. leg band
gets pigeon a reprieve
in Australia

CANBERRA, Australia — A
pigeon that Australia declared a
biosecurity risk has received a
reprieve after a U.S. bird orga-
nization declared its identifying
leg band was fake.

The band suggested the bird
found in a Melbourne backyard
on Dec. 26 was a racing pigeon
that had left Oregon, 8,000 miles
away, two months earlier.

On that basis, Australian
authorities on Thursday, Jan. 14,
said they considered the bird a
disease risk and planned to kill
it.

But Deone Roberts, sport
development manager for the
Oklahoma-based American
Racing Pigeon Union, said on
Friday the band was fake.

The band number belongs to
a blue bar pigeon in the United
States which is not the bird pic-
tured in Australia, she said.

“The bird band in Australia
is counterfeit and not traceable,
Roberts said. “They do not need
to kill him.”

Australia’s Agriculture
Department, which is respon-
sible for biosecurity, agreed that
the pigeon dubbed Joe, after
U.S. President-elect Joe Biden,
was wearing a “fraudulent copy”
leg band.

“Following an investigation,
the department has concluded
that Joe the Pigeon is highly
likely to be Australian and does
not present a biosecurity risk,” it
said in a statement.

The department said it will
take no further action.

Acting Australian Prime
Minister Michael McCormack
had earlier said there would be
no mercy if the pigeon was from
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see what's going on?
— HOLDING ONTO
FRIENDSHIP

DEAR HOLDING: You stated
that your friend has never been
good at responding. The mes-
sage she’s sending through her
extended silence is that you are no
longer as important in her life as
you were before. Your geograph-
ical separation may have some-
thing to do with it.

If you would like to attend her
reception — when and if it is held
— respond affirmatively to the
invitation. However, if you do, do
not expect to be acknowledged for
your effort because those niceties
are not in her makeup.

P.S. You can stop sending
the “thinking of you” messages
because they are not being appre-
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ciated in the manner you would
like them to be.

DEAR ABBY: I have a child
with autism. He’s my world, and
I love him deeply. Because he
has special needs, I can’t afford
a babysitter, so my parents watch
him all the time or I cancel what-
ever [ need to do that day.

Because my parents are my
only source of babysitting, they
think they don’t have to listen to
me. If I tell them the time I give
him his medication, so don't
change it, they think he needs
it earlier, and they know better
than I do. I'm constantly sec-
ond-guessed, and if they don’t
agree with my decisions, they go
behind my back. If I buy my son
a new toy and my dad doesn’t
like it, he screams at me and

makes me feel 2 inches tall. He
was an absent father, and my
mother can’t relinquish control of
anything.

I'm at a loss on how to handle
this because I know they want
what’s best for my child, but so
do I As his mother, shouldn’t I be
able to make that decision?

— MY CHILD IN ILLINOIS

DEAR MY CHILD: Yes, you
should be able to make decisions
regarding your son and expect
that they will be respected. How-
ever, your parents have you over a
barrel, and they know it.

You do not have to tolerate it.

I suggest you contact the Autism
Society (autism-society.org).
When you do, you will be con-
nected with a local branch for
guidance and options.

Channel 9 via AP

In this image made from video, a pigeon with a blue leg band sits on a rooftop Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021, in
Melbourne, Australia. A U.S. bird organization said the leg band identifying the bird as a U.S. racing pigeon
was counterfeit, which may save the bird from strict Australian biosecurity policies that would call for a U.S.

pigeon to be killed.

the United States.

“If Joe has come in a way
that has not met our strict bios-
ecurity measures, then bad luck
Joe, either fly home or face the
consequences,” McCormack
said.

Martin Foley, health minister
for Victoria state where Joe is
living, had called for the federal
government to spare the bird
even if it posed a disease risk.

“I would urge the Common-
wealth’s quarantine officials
to show a little bit of compas-

sion,” Foley said.

Andy Meddick, a Victo-
rian lawmaker for the minor
Animal Justice Party, called for
a “pigeon pardon for Joe.”

“Should the federal govern-
ment allow Joe to live, I am
happy to seek assurances that
he is not a flight risk,” Meddick
said.

Melbourne resident Kevin
Celli-Bird, who found the ema-
ciated bird in his backyard,
was surprised by the change of
nationality but pleased that the

bird he named Joe would not be
destroyed.

“I thought this is just a feel-
good story and now you guys
want to put this pigeon away and
I thought it’s not on, you know,
you can’t do that, there has got
to be other options,” Celli-Bird
said of the threat to euthanize.

Celli-Bird had contacted the
American Racing Pigeon Union
to find the bird’s owner based on
the number on the leg band. The
bands have both a number and
a symbol, but Celli-Bird didn’t

remember the symbol and said
he can no longer catch the bird
since it has recovered from its
initial weakness.

The bird with the genuine
leg band had disappeared from
a 560-kilometer (350-mile) race
in Oregon on Oct. 29, Crooked
River Challenge owner Lucas
Cramer said.

That bird did not have a
racing record that would make it
valuable enough to steal its iden-
tity, he said.

“That bird didn’t finish the
race series, it didn’t make any
money and so its worthless,
really,” Cramer said.

He said it was possible a
pigeon could cross the Pacific on
a ship from Oregon to Australia.

“In reality, it could poten-
tially happen, but this isn’t the
same pigeon. It’s not even a
racing pigeon,” Cramer said.

The bird spends every day in
the backyard, sometimes with a
native dove on a pergola.

“I might have to change him
to Aussie Joe, but he’s just the
same pigeon,” Celli-Bird said.

Lars Scott, a carer at Pigeon
Rescue Melbourne, a bird wel-
fare group, said pigeons with
American leg bands were not
uncommon around the city. A
number of Melbourne breeders
bought them online and used
them for their own record
keeping, Scott said.

Australian quarantine author-
ities are notoriously strict. In
2015, the government threatened
to euthanize two Yorkshire ter-
riers, Pistol and Boo, after they
were smuggled into the country
by Hollywood star Johnny Depp
and his ex-wife Amber Heard.

Faced with a 50-hour dead-
line to leave Australia, the dogs
made it out in a chartered jet.

— The Associated Press
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