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Warnock, Ossoff win in Georgia, handing Dems Senate control

By STEVE PEOPLES,
BILL BARROW and
RUSS BYNUM
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Dem-
ocrats won both Georgia
Senate seats — and with
them, the U.S. Senate
majority — as final votes
were counted Wednesday,
serving President Donald
Trump a stunning defeat in
his last days in office while
dramatically improving
the fate of President-elect
Joe Biden’s progressive
agenda.

Jon Ossoff and Raphael
Warnock, Democratic
challengers who repre-
sented the diversity of their
party’s evolving coali-
tion, defeated Republicans
David Perdue and Kelly
Loeffler two months after
Biden became the first
Democratic presidential
candidate to carry the state
since 1992.

Warnock, who served
as pastor for the same
Atlanta church where
civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr. preached,
becomes the first African
American from Georgia

elected to the Senate. And
Ossoff becomes the state’s
first Jewish senator and, at
33 years old, the Senate’s
youngest member.

Their success is a
symbol of a striking shift
in Georgia’s politics as
the swelling number of

diverse, college-educated
voters flex their power

in the heart of the Deep
South.

This week’s elections
mark the formal finale to
the turbulent 2020 elec-
tion season. The unusually
high stakes transformed
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Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Rev. Raphael Warnock waves to supporters during a
drive-in rally, Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021, in Savannah, Georgia. Warnock defeated incumbent
Republican incumbent Kelly Loeffler in the runoff election Tuesday, Jan. 6.

Georgia, once a solidly
Republican state, into one
of the nation’s premier bat-
tlegrounds for the final
days of Trump’s presidency
— and likely beyond.

In an emotional address
early Wednesday, War-
nock vowed to work for all

Mardi Gras: No big crowds, but plenty of cake

By REBECCA SANTANA
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A
subdued Carnival season
begins Wednesday, Jan. 6,
after the coronavirus pan-
demic put an end to the
crowd-heavy balls and
street parades that draw
thousands of people to the
city every year.

The Mardi Gras season
always starts Jan. 6 and
ends on Fat Tuesday, which
this year falls on Feb.

16. The season is usually
marked by extravagant balls
and parades where cos-
tumed riders throw trin-
kets to the mobs of people
packed along the parade
routes.

The coronavirus has put
an end to those large events.
But that has not stopped
notoriously creative New
Orleanians from coming up
with socially distant ways
to celebrate.

The Krewe de Jeanne
d’Arc is a club that annually
pays homage to the fallen
French hero with a parade
through the French Quarter
on the official start of the
Carnival season. This year,
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In this Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020, file photo, Bourbon Street
is a sea of humanity on Mardi Gras day in New Orleans. A
subdued Carnival season begins Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021,
after the coronavirus pandemic put an end to the balls and
parades that draw thousands of people to the city every

year.

the krewe is hosting a “Tab-
leaux de Jeanne d’Arc,”
where onlookers will drive
by various “tableaux” —a
French term for “living pic-
tures” — that will include
stations of costumed rev-
elers sparring as knights,
sharpening their swords
and feasting at a grand fire-
place with a pig roasting in
the background.

“Life as usual is gone,

so we had to look for dif-
ferent ways of doing things
this year,” said Antoi-
nette de Alteriis, one of the
club’s captains.

The Phunny Phorty
Phellows, a group that
usually gathers Jan. 6 to
mark the beginning of the
season with a costumed
party on a street car, is
also altering its plans.
Usually throngs of people

gather at the facility where
the street car starts its
journey to see the group
off, but this year people
are asked to disperse along
the street car route and
watch from there instead.
But people can still eat
cake — king cake that is.
The sweet cakes, which are
decorated with the official
Carnival colors of purple,
green and gold, are only to
be eaten starting on Jan.6.
In Mobile, Alabama,
dozens of parades, balls and
other events also have been
canceled. The city on the
Gulf of Mexico calls itself
the birthplace of Mardi Gras
since celebrations began
there a few years earlier
than in New Orleans.
Coastal Alabama typ-
ically begins its obser-
vances later in Jan-
uary than New Orleans,
meaning the current coro-
navirus surge could be
easing by the time events
were set to start. But
multiple organizations
began announcing cancel-
lations last month to pro-
tect the health of members
and revelers.

Biden to name judge Merrick Garland as attorney general

Move pushes against Republicans who
spurned Garland’s nomination in 2016

By ERICTUCKER and
MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President-elect Joe Biden
has selected Merrick Gar-
land, a federal appeals
court judge who in 2016
was snubbed by Repub-
licans for a seat on the
Supreme Court, as his
attorney general, two
people familiar with the
selection process said
Wednesday, Jan. 6.

Biden is expected
to announce Garland’s
appointment on Thursday,
along with other senior
leaders of the department,
including former home-
land security adviser Lisa
Monaco as deputy attorney
general and former Jus-
tice Department civil rights
chief Vanita Gupta as asso-
ciate attorney general.

In picking Garland,
Biden is turning to an
experienced judge who
held senior positions at
the Justice Department
decades ago, including as a
supervisor of the prosecu-

tion of the 1995 Oklahoma
City bombing.

The pick will force
Senate Republicans to con-
tend with the nomination
of someone they spurned
in 2016 — refusing even
to hold hearings when a
Supreme Court vacancy
arose — but Biden may
be banking on Garland’s
credentials and reputation
for moderation to ensure
confirmation.

Garland was selected
over other finalists
including Alabama Sen.
Doug Jones and former
Deputy Attorney General
Sally Yates. The people
familiar with the pro-
cess spoke on condition of
anonymity.

If confirmed, Garland
would confront imme-
diate challenges, including
an ongoing criminal tax
investigation into Biden’s
son, Hunter, as well as
calls from many Demo-
crats to pursue inquiries
into Trump after he leaves
office. A special counsel
investigation into the ori-

gins of the Russia probe
also remains open, forcing
a new attorney general to
decide how to handle it and
what to make public.

Garland would also
inherit a Justice Depart-
ment that has endured a
tumultuous four years and
would likely need to focus
on not only civil rights
issues and an overhaul of
national policing policies
after months of mass pro-
tests over the deaths of
Black Americans at the
hand of law enforcement.

It was unclear how Gar-
land’s selection would be
received by Black and
Latino advocates who
had advocated for a Black
attorney general or for
someone with a back-
ground in civil rights
causes and criminal justice
reform.

Garland would also
return to a Justice Depart-
ment radically different
than the one he left. The
Sept. 11 attacks was years
away, the department’s
national security divi-
sion had not yet been cre-
ated and a proliferation of
aggressive cyber and coun-
terintelligence threats from
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foreign adversaries have
made counties like China,
Russia and North Korea top
priorities for federal law
enforcement.

But some of the issues
from Garland’s first stint
at the department per-
sist. Tensions between
police and minorities,
an issue that flared fol-
lowing the 1992 beating
of Rodney King in Los
Angeles, remain an urgent
concern particularly fol-
lowing a summer of racial
unrest that roiled Amer-
ican cities after the May
killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis.

And the FBI has con-
fronted a surge in violent
from anti-government and
racially motivated extrem-
ists. That is a familiar threat
to Garland, who as a senior
Justice Department offi-
cial in 1995 helped manage
the federal government’s
response to the bombing of
a government building in
Oklahoma City that killed
168 people. The bomber,
Timothy McVeigh, who
was later executed.

Georgians whether they
voted for him or not, citing
his personal experience
with the American dream.
His mother, he said, used
to pick “somebody else’s
cotton” as a teenager.

“The other day,
because this is America,
the 82-year-old hands
that used to pick some-
body else’s cotton picked
her youngest son to be a
United States senator,” he
said. “Tonight, we proved
with hope, hard work and
the people by our side,
anything is possible.”

In an interview with
ABC’s “Good Morning
America,” he described his
win as a “reversal of the
old Southern strategy that
sought to divide people,”
Warnock told ABC’s
“Good Morning America.”

Loeffler remains a
Georgia senator until
the results of Tuesday’s
election are finalized,
returned to Washington
on Wednesday morning to
join a small group of sena-
tors planning to challenge
Congress’ vote to certify
Biden’s victory.

Georgia’s other runoff
election pitted Perdue, a
71-year-old former busi-
ness executive who held
his Senate seat until his
term expired on Sunday,
against Ossoff, a former
congressional aide and
journalist.

“This campaign has
been about health and jobs
and justice for the people
of this state — for all
the people of this state,”
Ossoff said in a speech
broadcast on social media
Wednesday morning.
“Whether you were for me,
or against me, I’ll be for
you in the U.S. Senate. |
will serve all the people of
the state.”

Trump’s false claims
of voter fraud cast a dark
shadow over the runoff
elections, which were held
only because no candi-
date hit the 50% threshold
in the general election. He
attacked the state’s elec-
tion chief on the eve of
the election and raised the
prospect that some votes
might not be counted even
as votes were being cast
Tuesday afternoon.
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Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier within its service area for universal service
purposes. CenturyLink’s basic local service rates
for residential voice lines are $21.00-$21.43 per
month and business services are $28.00-$32.00
per month. Specific rates will be provided upon

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone
or broadband service more affordable to eligible
low-income individuals and families. Eligible
customersare those that meeteligibility standards
as defined by the FCC and state commissions.
Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal
Lands may qualify for additional Tribal benefits
if they participate In certain additional federal
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is
available for only one telephone or qualifying
broadband service per household, which can be
either a wireline or wireless service. Broadband
speeds must be 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps
upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the
Lifeline program as any individual or group of
individuals who live together at the same address
and share income and expenses. Lifeline service
is not transferable, and only eligible consumers
may enroll in the program. Consumers who
willfully make false statements in order to obtain
Lifeline telephone or broadband service can be
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be
barred from the program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please
call 1-855-954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application
for the Lifeline program.
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