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CORVALLIS — The Cascade Col-
legiate Conference lost one member’s 
baseball and softball teams for the 2021 
season.

“COVID-19, provincial regula-
tions and the continued closed border 
between Canada and the United States 
has forced the University of British 
Columbia to opt out of Cascade Colle-
giate Conference play in softball and 
baseball for the 2021 season,” the con-
ference announced last week.

“UBC made the very diffi cult deci-

sion, and really had no choice given 
the circumstances,” stated CCC Com-
missioner Robert Cashell in the press 
release. 

“We support the Thunderbirds and 
look forward to their return to full par-
ticipation in 2022.”

University of British Columbia’s 
move reduces softball to 10 teams in 
the conference and baseball to fi ve and 
changes the schedule.

The Eastern Oregon University soft-
ball team opens the revised season 
March 5-6 at home against Warner 
Pacifi c University. 

And the EOU baseball team opens 
its season March 6-7 at Caldwell, 
Idaho, against the College of Idaho.

For a full schedule of Eastern’s 
sports, visit eousports.com.

By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer

The Associated Press 
will hand out its individual 
NFL awards on the night 
before the Super Bowl in 
Tampa. Until then, here are 
some off-the-beaten track 
honors to consider.

BEST GAME: In Week 
9, the fi rst professional 
matchup of Tua Tagovailoa 
and Kyler Murray lived up 
to the hype. The two young 
quarterbacks traded pin-
point passes, timely scram-
bles and other big plays 
in a dazzling show of the 
league’s future. Miami 
won 34-31. Tagovailoa led 
a 93-yard drive to tie it 
before Jason Sanders made 
a 50-yard fi eld goal. Arizo-
na’s Zane Gonzalez missed 
a 49-yarder that would have 
tied it.

Runner-up: There’s lots 
of support for Baltimore’s 
last-second shootout win at 
Cleveland in Week 14. For 
drama, it’s a good choice. 
For football, not so much. 
Was it the Big 12 we were 
watching? Or simply touch 
football with no defense? 
Exciting, yes. Classic, nope.

WORST GAME: 
Some day, the league will 
learn to keep the Lions off 
national TV. In Week 16, 
they got a Saturday after-
noon matchup with Tampa 
Bay. Lowly Detroit lost 
to Tampa Bay 47-7 — the 
game wasn’t that close. If 
the Buccaneers showed no 
mercy and left Tom Brady 
in after he threw four touch-
downs in the fi rst half, they 
might have broken the NFL 
record that Washington 
scored, 72 points against 
the Giants in 1966.

Runner-up: Pretty much 
anything involving the 
Jaguars.

BEST CELEBRA-
TION: Get a look at the 
Colts’ Nyheim Hines doing 
his best Simone Biles imi-
tation, not only in the end 
zone but on his way to it, 
against Detroit.

Runner-up: Aaron 
Rodgers’ simple “I LOVE 
GOLD” declaration after 
running for a touchdown 
against Carolina.

WORST CELEBRA-
TION: New York Jets 
fans’ reaction to their team 
breaking its winless string 

by beating the Rams in 
Week 15 — removing any 
chance to draft Clemson 
QB Trevor Lawrence.

Runner-up: All of those 
preening for the sideline 
videoboard shows when a 
penalty erased the big play.

BEST PLAY OF THE 
YEAR: HAIL MURRAY, 
naturally. When it comes 
to desperation heaves, so 
much must go right. Some 
of it didn’t on this one at the 
end of Arizona’s “miracle” 
victory over Buffalo. Kyler 
Murray nearly got knocked 
down. He had to scramble 
left. And DeAndre Hop-
kins had to outjump three 
defenders — all in as good 
a position to grab the ball 
as he was. He did, and the 
highlight will be shown 
forever.

Runner-up: Not every-
thing that happens in 
Vegas stays there. Ryan 
Fitzpatrick’s 34-yard pass 
to Mack Hollins while 
being dragged down by his 
facemask set up a winning 
fi eld goal in Week 16 with 
1 second remaining, put-
ting Miami on the verge of 
playoff qualifi cation.

WORST PLAY OF 
THE YEAR: Of course 
this category includes the 
awful Jets. With New York 
on the verge of its fi rst 
victory on Dec. 6 against 
Las Vegas, ahead 28-24 
lead with 15 seconds left, 
defensive coordinator 
Gregg Williams inexpli-
cably called an all-out 
blitz. Derek Carr read it, 

lofted a pass for Henry 
Ruggs III, who zipped 
passed rookie cornerback 
Lamar Jackson — who 
had no safety help — for a 
46-yard touchdown and the 
win. Williams was fi red 
the next day.

Runners-up: Dallas’ 
fake punt on fourth-and-10 
at its 24 down four points 
early in the fourth quarter 
against Washington. It 
fl opped, Washington scored 
on the next play to trigger 
a 21-point quarter on 
Thanksgiving.

And Giants QB Daniel 
Jones tripping over his own 
feet at the end of an 80-yard 
run. 

WEIRDEST INCI-
DENT: The Broncos were 
forced to face the Saints 
without any of their four 
quarterbacks. Drew Lock, 
Brett Rypien and Blake 
Bortles were maskless 
around Jeff Driskel, who 
tested positive for the coro-
navirus on Thanksgiving. 
Practice squad receiver 
Kendall Hinton completed 
one pass to a teammate 
and two to the Saints — 
his wristband wound up 
in the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. He was the fi rst 
non-QB to start at the posi-
tion since 1965.

Runners-up: Ravens 
CB Marcus Peters spitting 
behind the back of Browns 
WR Jarvis Landry; QB 
Dwayne Haskins, a fi rst-
round selection in 2019, 
cut by Washington just 
after Christmas.

One college drops out of CCC 
baseball, softball seasons

From 2020’s best play 
to its weirdest moment
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Arizona Cardinals wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins catches 
the game-winning touchdown as Buffalo Bills cornerback 
Tre’Davious White (27), free safety Jordan Poyer (21) and 
strong safety Micah Hyde, left, defend during an NFL foot-
ball game, Sunday, Nov. 15, 2020, in Glendale, Arizona. 
The Cardinals won 32-20.

Border closure means 

University of British 

Columbia won’t compete

6A

Ronde
GRANDE

Retirement & Assisted Living

1809 Gekeler Ln.

La Grande

541-963-4700

PROTECTING our 
Residents during this 

Pandemic

Helping Seniors

Live Safe at

2021

Member FDIC

Our
Christmas Club

began in 1959! Now’s the perfect 
time to

 Join the Club 
for 2021*

Inquire at your

LA GRANDE Branch

2514 COVE AVE.

Start Saving for 
next Year with interest!

* RESTRICTIONS APPLY

HO
UR8 8AM TO 4PM

RESERVE YOUR ADS BY CALLING

Available 
dates in blue

%
OFF
Open Rates

AD SIZES AVAILABLE

1/4 page - 3 col. (5.167”) x 10.5” tall

1/2 page - 6 col. (10.5”) x 10.5” tall

1/2 page - 3 col. (5.167”) x 21” tall

Full page - 6 col. (10.5”) x 21” tall

SPECIAL RATES FOR 
THE OBSERVER

1/4 page - $162.41 BW

1/2 page - $324.83 BW

Full page - $649.66 BW

Add Color for just $100 per run

RUN DATES
Jan. 12 THRU FEB. 27

Amy Horn

541.786.7746

Juli Bloodgood

541.786.3034

MEGA

60

SALE
FRI. ONLY
JAN. 8TH


