
By Sara Cline
Associated Press/Report for America

SALEM — State police 
declared an unlawful assembly 
at Oregon’s Capitol building 
Monday morning, Dec. 21, as pro-
testers opposed to COVID-19 
restrictions attempted to force 
their way in during the third spe-
cial legislative session.

Lawmakers are at the Cap-
itol to consider measures that 
would provide $800 million in 
relief to people struggling from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and this 
summer’s massive wildfi res.

Police said, while entering the 
building, protestors used chem-
ical agents and bear spray against 
offi cers. At least two people were 
arrested after a smaller group 
of protestors were successful in 
entering a portion of the Cap-
itol building. Outside protesters 
banged their fi sts against the 

doors chanting, “Let us in.”
Police blocked off streets sur-

rounding the Capitol building, 
but as of noon people remained, 
shouting “Arrest Kate Brown.” 
One person climbed on top of a 
20-foot tall relief sculpture, next 
to the front steps of the building, 
and waved an American fl ag as 
people cheered.

Other protestors walked 
around with rifl es slung across 
their body as state police, within 
armored vehicles, repeatedly 
announced that people must leave 
the area.

“The Oregon State Police 
encourage people to exercise their 
fi rst amendment rights, but it must 
be lawfully,” state police said 
in a statement Monday. “If you 
commit a crime you will be sub-
ject to arrest.”

The Capitol is closed to the 
public during the special ses-

sion as part of a COVID-19 safety 
measure. However virtual tes-
timony about the proposed bills 
that are expected to be discussed 
by lawmakers Monday was 
allowed during Thursday and Sat-
urday hearings.

There were tense moments 
inside and outside the Capitol.

On the Senate fl oor Monday 
morning, Republican Sen. Dallas 
Heard stood before his colleagues 
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SALEM — The Oregon 
Health Authority released new 
predictive modeling on Friday, 
Dec. 18, detailing three possible 
futures for COVID-19 in Oregon.

Two of the outcomes predicted 
by the modeling show an increase 
in daily cases and hospitalization 
as exponential spread of the virus 
continues throughout the state. 
The third predicts a slowing of 
spread driven by an increase in 
adherence to public safety mea-
sures such as avoiding gatherings 
and wearing masks.

The fi rst of the OHA’s models 
show what will happen if Ore-
gonians behave largely the same 
as they were in late November. 
Transmission rates of COVID-19 
at that point were roughly 1.2, 
meaning that every positive case 
spreads to become an average of 
1.2 new cases.

For example: at a transmis-
sion rate of 1.2, 100 cases of 
COVID-19 would lead to 120 new 
cases, which would then become 
144 new cases, which would then 
become 173 new cases and so on, 
an increase of 20% over each pre-
vious total — exponential spread.

At that rate, the OHA pre-
dicted that the spread of 
COVID-19 would result in 
average new cases jumping to 
2,200 per day, with daily new 
hospitalizations reaching 110. 
The fi rst model assumes that Ore-
gonians’ behavior in the coming 
weeks remains largely the same 
as it was in late November.

The Oregon Health Authority 
had predicted 110 daily hospital-
izations by Dec. 24 as the worse 
of two possible scenarios just two 
weeks earlier.

The second modeled scenario 
predicts what could happen if 
Oregonians loosen their restric-
tive behavior and COVID-19 
transmission rates rise slightly to 
1.3.

That scenario would lead to 
more rapid exponential spread. If 
it were to occur, daily new infec-
tions would rise to 2,550, with 
125 Oregonians hospitalized 

By Dick Mason 
The Observer

LA GRANDE — The 
Union County Board of Com-
missioners is extending a hand 
of assistance to nearly 100 
Union County businesses.

The board voted on Friday, 
Dec. 18, to give $735,409 
in federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity funding for COVID-19 
relief to 94 Union County 

businesses. The 
county received 
the CARES 
funding from the 
state earlier this 
month.

The commis-
sioners decided 
to give a total of 
$504,586.50 to 
Tier I applicants. 
These are busi-
nesses that lost 
revenue in both of 
the freezes Gov. 
Kate Brown’s 
executive orders 

put into effect this year. 
The freezes ran from mid-
March to mid-May and later 
from mid-November to early 
December. The freezes were 
an effort to prevent the con-
tinuing spread of COVD-19.

The remainder of the 
CARES funding, $230,822.50, 
went to Tier 2 applicants. 
These are businesses hurt 
by one of the freezes or that 
demonstrated their revenue 
was down 25% or more for 
at least one month between 
March 1 and Nov. 30 compared 
to 2019 due to COVID-19.

“I wish we could give more, 
but I’m hopeful that this will 
make a difference,” said Paul 
Anderes, chair of the county 
board.

The county notifi ed busi-
nesses of the availability of 
CARES funding on Dec. 7, 
and they had until noon Dec.15 
to apply for it. All businesses 
applying received equal con-
sideration regardless of when 
they applied, as long as it was 
before the deadline.

Every city in Union County 
has businesses that will receive 

By Kaleb Lay
The Observer

UNION COUNTY — As the 
COVID-19 pandemic has exacer-
bated the systemic issues of food 
insecurity, health care access and 
unemployment, more and more 
people have leaned on the ser-
vices of nonprofi t organizations 
to get them through the crisis.

Oregon Community Founda-
tion, a statewide philanthropic 
network, has been doing its 
part to make sure those non-
profi ts can keep up their work, 
including providing support to 
nonprofi ts in Union County.

OCF had donated more than 
$1.4 million to nonprofi ts in 
Eastern Oregon as of mid-No-
vember, nearly $118,000 of 
which went to organizations in 
Union County. The organization 
has shifted its focus to helping 
Oregon’s nonprofi ts survive the 
upheaval of COVID-19 since the 
pandemic began.

“What we have funded 
since March is a whole lot dif-

ferent than our typical previous, 
what we called our Community 
Grants Process … and it was 
really responding to commu-
nity needs,” said Cheryl Puddy, 
a program offi cer with OCF. 
“We threw that process out the 
window. … We knew we could 
not do that during the time of 
COVID, so we turned that whole 
program into what we called 
our Oregon Community Relief 
Fund.”

The largest donation in Union 
County went to Community 
Connection of Northeast Oregon, 
which operates the Northeast 
Oregon Regional Food Bank and 
provides services to the commu-
nity from housing rehabilitation 

to public transit and senior ser-
vices, among much more.

CCNO received a total of 
$78,000 from the Oregon Com-
munity Foundation, $68,500 of 
which came from their Oregon 
Community Relief Fund. The 
other $9,500 was allocated from 
the Foundation’s general fund.

Another benefactor of the 
OCF’s philanthropy in 2020 
was the Northeast Oregon Net-
work, La Grande, which works 
to reduce barriers to health 
care in Union, Wallowa, Baker, 
Umatilla and Malheur coun-
ties. NEON received $25,000 
from the Oregon Community 
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Philanthropy helps keep local nonprofits going
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Thomas Houck, a food distribution and warehouse assistant with the Community Connection of North-
east Oregon Regional Food Bank, moves pallets of food March 21, 2020. The Oregon Community Foun-
dation, a statewide philanthropic network, provided $78,000 to CCNO this year.

LOCAL RECIPIENTS OF OREGON COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION FUNDS
• $78,000 to Community Connection of Northeast Oregon, La Grande
• $25,000 to Northeast Oregon Network, La Grande
• $5,450 to Eastern Oregon Regional Arts Council (Art Center East, La 
Grande)
• $5,000 to Eastern Oregon Film Festival, La Grande
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Tensions rise inside and 
outside Oregon’s Capitol
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Pro-Trump and anti-mask demonstrators protest outside the Oregon 
State Capitol on Monday, Dec. 21, 2020, as legislators meet for an 
emergency session.
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