
D
uring the 2019 Oregon Legis-
lative Session, Senate Bill 770 
was passed. which created the 

governor’s Task Force on Universal 
Health Care. The charge of the task 
force is to “recommend the design 
of the Health Care for All Oregon 
Plan, a universal health care system, 
administered by the Health Care for 
All Oregon Board, that is equitable, 
affordable and comprehensive, pro-
vides high quality health care and is 
publicly funded and available to every 
individual residing in Oregon.”

The United States is the only 
industrialized nation that does not 
have universal health care. With the 
passage of the American Care Act 
in 2010, millions of previously unin-
sured were finally able to gain health 
care coverage. According to an article 
in the New England Journal of Med-
icine, there were 49 million Ameri-
cans without health insurance prior to 
the passage of the ACA. That number 
has been reduced to approximately 30 
million prior to the current COVID 
crisis. With a significant rise in unem-
ployment due to the pandemic, this 
number will undoubtedly increase. 
Additionally, under the ACA we saw 
the elimination of denials for pre-ex-
isting conditions and young adults 
were able to remain covered by their 

parents insurance until age 26; both 
of which have been jeopardized by 
recent attempts to repeal the ACA.

Through the task force on Uni-
versal Health Care, we have an oppor-
tunity, in Oregon, to develop a health 
care plan that is affordable, equitable 
and disconnected from an individual’s 
employment.Oregon could lead the 
nation in developing a health plan that 
aligns us with every other industrial-
ized nation in the world.

Although this health plan would be 
government funded, it would not be 
government run. In other words, your 
health care decisions would be made 
between you and your health care pro-
vider who would then be reimbursed 
by the state for the services provided 
to you. Under our current system, 
your health care decisions are often 
made, not by your health care pro-
vider but rather, by your insurance 
provider. You would also no longer 
need to worry about whether or not 
your health care provider is part of 
the insurer’s network of preferred pro-
viders. Under a universal plan, you 
could choose any health care provider 
who meets the requirements to deliver 
services under the plan.

We have all heard the horror stories 
of being treated in a hospital setting 
and when you receive the bill, you dis-
cover that some of the providers in the 
hospital were out of network resulting 
in your co- payment responsibility 
being much higher than expected. 
Under universal health care, you 
would no longer be faced with what 

is referred to as “surprise billing”. In 
fact, you may well see the elimination 
of co-pays and deductibles, entirely.

As a member of the governor’s 
task force on Universal Health Care, I 
am committed to work with the other 
members of the task force to develop 
a system that is fair, equitable and 
meets the needs of all Oregonians in 
a cost effective and medically respon-
sive manner. The work of the task 
force began in August of this year and 
will continue into 2021.

I encourage everyone with an 
interest in how this plan is being 
developed to attend our task force 
meetings, which are all being held vir-
tually. Public input is welcome at all 
meetings either in written form or by 
signing up to give oral input during 
our meetings. For a schedule of task 
force meetings and instructions for 
attending and/or giving input go to 
www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/HP/Pages/
Task-Force-Universal-Health-Care.
aspx.

The task force meetings are all 
liv streamed and anyone is welcome 
to attend as well as give input into 
the work of the task force. 

The work of the task force is 
intended to improve the lives of all 
Oregonians by providing a compre-
hensive, fair and equitable health 
care system for all residents.

———
Dwight Dill lives in La Grande, 

is retired and serves as a member of 
Oregon’s Task Force on Universal 

Health Care.

W
inter is coming.

There is a good chance, in fact, 
that last weekend’s dusting in Union 

County was but just a preview of Mother 

Nature’s annual slide into winter. Bad weather 

conditions, however, in the Burnt River Canyon 

east of Baker City closed Interstate 84 for about 

four hours on Sunday, Dec. 13, after several 

commercial trucks crashed on the snow-slick-

ened freeway, providing an instant reminder that 

driving habits need to adjust with the changing of 

the season.

Interstate 84 has a history of bad crashes in 

winter — the 2012 charter bus crash that killed 

nine people on Cabbage Hill, the 26-vehicle pre-

dawn pileup that injured 12 in 2015 just east of 

Baker City — are but just a couple of examples.

This early in the winter, the snow — if it 

arrives — won’t stick around long. Yet, it is prob-

ably a good time for residents to begin thinking 

about the challenges — and benefits — winter 
weather furnishes the region.

One of the key items for winter weather 

driving is a simple one. Check road conditions 

before hitting the road. The Oregon Depart-

ment of Transportation’s online Tripcheck system 

is a reliable and easy way to access informa-

tion regarding local road and highway road 

conditions.

Often motorists are taken by surprise when 

they travel onto the interstate and suddenly find 
themselves battling whiteout or blizzard con-

ditions. The state highway department Trip-

check system takes the guesswork out of winter 

driving.

Speed also often is a factor in winter crashes. 

The knowledge that simply slowing down can 

decrease a motorist’s chances of miscue on snow 

and ice sometimes takes a while to sink in, espe-

cially early in the winter when no one is quite 

used to winter driving conditions. But cutting the 

speed of your vehicle can mean the difference 

between a close call and a serious crash.

Another important tip to moving through 

the winter without a major accident also is a 

simple one. Motorists should, if they can, try to 

ensure their vehicle is in good condition. That 

means clean headlights, good brakes and tires 

and working windshield wipers. Motorists also 

should be prepared. That means ensuring there 

is extra water, a blanket and perhaps some non-

perishable food in the car so that if severe winter 

weather does force a delay, the motorist is ready 

to wait it out.

These all seem like mundane tips and cer-

tainly the subject of careful winter driving isn’t 

going to be delivered with blaring headlines, 

though it probably should. That’s because every 

year someone, somewhere, on Oregon’s high-

ways is killed or severely injured because of mis-

takes made during winter weather driving. That 

means the message of safety, of caution on slick 

or icy roads, just doesn’t get through. And that is 

troubling.

Winter is coming, but let’s all pay attention, 

slow down and make sure this season is about the 

fun of winter recreation in our great region and 

not about statistics regarding crashes.
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Be safe 
out on the 
highway

Contact your public officials
State officials
Rep. Greg Barreto of Cove (58th District): Sa-

lem office: 900 Court St. N.E., H-384, Salem, OR 

97301; 503-986-1458. Email: rep.gregbarreto@

oregonlegislature.gov.

Sen. William S. Hansell of Athena (29th 

District): Salem office: 900 Court St. N.E., S-423, 

Salem, OR 97301; 503-986-1729. Email:

sen.billhansell@oregonlegislature.gov

Gov. Kate Brown: 254 State Capitol, Salem, OR 

97310; 503-378-3111; www.governor.oregon.

gov.

United States officials
Rep. Greg Walden (2nd District): walden.

house.gov; D.C. office: 2182 Rayburn Office 

Building, Washington, D.C., 20515; 202-225-

6730; fax 202-225-5774; La Grande office: 1211 

Washington Ave., La Grande, OR 97850; 541-

624-2400; fax, 541-624-2402.

Sen. Jeff Merkley: merkley.senate.gov.; D.C. 

office: 313 Hart Senate Office Building, U.S. 

Senate, Washington, D.C., 20510; 202-224-3753; 

fax 202-228-3997. Portland office: One World 

Trade Center, 121 S.W. Salmon St., Suite 1250, 

Portland, OR 97204; 503-326-3386; fax 503-

326-2900. Pendleton office: 310 S.E. Second St., 

Suite 105, Pendleton 97801; 541-278-1129.

Sen. Ron Wyden: wyden.senate.gov.; D.C. 

office: 221 Dirksen Senate Office Building, 

Washington, D.C., 20510; 202-224-5244; fax 

202-228-2717. La Grande office: 105 Fir St., No. 

210, La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-7691; fax, 

541-963-0885.

President Donald Trump: The White House, 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 

20500; 202-456-1414; fax 202-456-2461; to 

send comments, go to www.whitehouse.gov/

contact.

Local officials
La Grande: City Manager Robert Strope, 541-

962-1309, fax 541-963-3333; RStrope@cityofla-

grande.org; P.O. Box 670, La Grande, OR 97850; 

Mayor Steve Clements, mayor@cityoflagrande.

org; Councilors Gary Lillard (mayor pro tem), 

glillard@cityoflagrande.org; Nicole Howard, 

nhoward@cityoflagrande.org; Corrine Dutto, 

cdutto@cityoflagrande.org; Mary Ann Miesner, 

mmiesner@cityoflagrande.org; Justin Rock, 

jrock@cityoflagrande.org; and through the city 

manager’s office.

Elgin: City Hall, 790 S. Eighth Ave., Elgin, OR, 

97827; City Recorder/Administrator Brock 

Eckstein, cityadm@cityofelginor.org; Mayor 

Allan Duffy, 541-240-9763, mayor@cityofelgi-

nor.org; Councilors Mary West, 541-805-0443, 

councilor3@cityofelginor.org; Kathy Warren, 

541-786-9611, councilor6@cityofelginor.org; 

Risa Hallgarth, 541-437-9462, councilor2@

cityofelginor.org; Rocky Burgess, 541-786-2417, 

councilor1@cityofelginor.org; David Reed,541-

975-3306, councilor4@cityofelginor.org; and 

Ryan Martin, councilor5@cityofelginor.org.

Cove: City Hall, 504 Alder St., P.O. Box 8 Cove, 

OR 97824; City Recorder Donna Lewis, 541 568-

4566, donna.lewis@cityofcove.org; Mayor Del 

Little, 503-508-6727.

Union County: County Courthouse: 1106 K 

Ave., La Grande, OR 97850; 541-963-1001; fax 

541-963-1079; Commissioners Donna Beverage, 

dbeverage@union-county.org, Matt Scarfo, 

mscarfo@union-county.org, and Paul Anderes, 

panderes@union-county.org; administrative 

officer Shelley Burgess, sburgess@union-coun-

ty.org.

Wallowa County: Courthouse, 101 S. River St., 

Enterprise OR 97828, 541-426-4543 ext. 15; fax 

541-426-0582; Commissioners Susan Roberts, 

ext.133, sroberts@co.wallowa.or.us; Todd Nash, 

ext.132, tnash@co.wallowa.or.us; John Hillock, 

ext.131, jhillock@co.wallowa.or.us.
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