COVID-19
claims
12th life
in Union
County

Smaller local schools
expect to continue
in-person teaching;
La Grande students
might return to school
rooms in January

By Kaleb Lay
The Observer

UNION COUNTY — It was
a week of extremes in Oregon in
the fight against COVID-19.

The Oregon Health Authority
reported the state broke the
100,000-case threshold Friday,
Dec. 18, at 12:01 a.m., and
COVID-19 claimed more than
a hundred lives in the state in
a two-day span, including two
Union County residents. The dis-
ease’s death toll in the county now
stands at 12.

Gov. Kate Brown on Thursday,
Dec. 17, extended her declaration
of a state of emergency regarding
COVID-19 for an additional 60
days, until March 3, 2021. The
previous executive order was set
to expire Jan. 2. The declaration,
acceding to the press release from
the governor’s office, is the legal
underpinning for the Brown’s
COVID-19 executive orders and
the Oregon Health Authority’s
health and safety guidance.

“As we near 100,000 cases of
COVID-19 in Oregon, and with
hospitals and health care workers
stretched to their limits, there is
no doubt that COVID-19 con-
tinues to pose a public health
threat,” Brown said in the press
release. “We continue to lose too
many Oregonians to this deadly
disease, including over 100
reported deaths in the last two
days.”

And the first doses of a
COVID-19 vaccine — Pfizer and
BioNTech first-of-its kind mes-
senger RNA vaccine — arrived at
hospitals in Ontario and Portland
this week, and the first of Orego-
nian health care workers received
protection from a disease that
has claimed more than 300,000
American lives.

“These are the darkest days of
this pandemic,” Brown continued
in the release. “And yet, hope has
arrived. Beginning this week,
each time another Oregonian
is vaccinated against COVID-

19, we are one step closer to the
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Rafters paddle on the Snake River in Hells Canyon on Aug. 16, 1983. This photo is from the new autobiography of Brock Evans, an
environmentalist who now lives in La Grande and in the 1960s and ‘70s fought to keep dams from being built in the canyon.

Saving Hells Canyon

Brock Evans details efforts to block dams in new autobiography

By Dick Mason

aloud to an audience of 80 some friends

The Observer

LA GRANDE — The date was May
24,2017, and George Venn, an award-win-
ning La Grande writer and poet, had just
completed a reading in Cove at an event
honoring Brock Evans, one of the nation’s
most decorated environmental activists.

Venn did not know it then, but the end
of the reading actually was a beginning —
the start of a literary journey unlike any
he may travel again.

Venn gave his reading at a surprise
party celebrating Evans’ 80th birthday.
The works Venn chose for the occa-
sion included two poems by Evans from
a collection of writings in his basement,
“Keepers of the Door” and “Elgy.”

The quality of Evans’ verse piqued
Venn’s curiosity.

“That experience — reading his work

and environmentalists — made me
wonder what else there might be worth
sharing — even publishing— in that base-
ment archive,” Venn said.

Depth of material

It did not take Venn long to realize
Evans’ literary wellspring runs many ink
wells deep.

“I quickly learned that he was a prolific
writer, one who had had been writing a
diary daily since he was in eighth grade,”
Venn said, noting that Evans, who moved
to Union County in 2016 from Wash-
ington, D.C., and now lives in La Grande,
had donated 124 boxes of his papers to the
University of Washington and another 134
boxes to the American Heritage Center at
the University of Wyoming.

Venn, already a friend of Evans,

NS

Venn

offered to help the environ-
mentalist assemble his diary
entries, speeches and essays
into an autobiography.

Venn informed Evans that
much of the work was essen-
tially written and all it needed
was to be oraganized.

“George told me I had
a great pile of lumber that
needed form to become
a house,” Evans told The
Observer on Dec. 16, 2020.

Evans agreed, and Venn

then prepared a plan and helped him write
his work. The result is a new work, “End-
less Pressure Endlessly Applied — The
Autobiography of an Eco-Warrior.”

Venn, who has teamed up to help a
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Levy, Barreto sign letter supporting Texas lawsuit

By Antonio Sierra
East Oregonian

SALEM — Bobby Levy will
replace Greg Barreto as District
58’s state representative in 2021,
but they got a chance to collab-
orate before the end of Barreto’s
tenure on a letter supporting the
effort to halt the Electoral Col-
lege vote in several key swing
states in the 2020 presidential
election.

Barreto and Levy signed
a Dec. 11 letter from a group
of GOP legislators to Oregon
Attorney General Ellen Rosen-
blum requesting she join a Texas
lawsuit that sought to block elec-

tors in Georgia,
Michigan, Penn-
sylvania and Wis-
consin from voting
for President-elect
Joe Biden.

The letter didn’t
sway Rosenblum,
a Democrat, who
joined 22 attorneys
general in filing

a brief opposing
e the lawsuit. On
Barreto  the same day the

Oregon legislators
sent the letter, the U.S. Supreme
Court declined to hear the case,
asserting that Texas didn’t have

standing to sue other states over
their election systems.

In the lawsuit, Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton argued that
the changes these states made to
their voting processes in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic led to a
dramatic increase in mail-in bal-
lots that weakened election secu-
rity and led to “significant and
unconstitutional irregularities in
those four states.”

The letter from the Repub-
lican legislators quoted from the
lawsuit and urged Rosenblum to
join the lawsuit.

“We believe that fair elec-
tions are vital to our democratic

republic and that the submission
of electors by these four states
should be at least postponed,” the
lawmakers wrote.

Levy said she signed the letter
not because she wanted to over-
turn the election, but because she
wanted to support election integ-
rity after seeing a video of vote
counting in Georgia.

A clip from the security video
of a ballot counting site in Fulton
County, Georgia, shows elec-
tion workers removing bins from
under tables late at night during
the vote counting process.
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