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Proposal from Bureau of Land Management focuses on mainly sagebrush habitat in multiple states, including Oregon

By Keith Ridler its analysis can be used to Project, blasted the document
Associated Press OK treatments for projects ~ as essentially a way to man-
BOISE — USS. officials on involving prescribed fires, fuel age land to benefit ranchers
Friday, Nov. 27, released an breaks and other measures ~ while harming wildlife.
overarching plan for remov- to prevent or limit massive “With this project, the
ing or changing vegetation blazes that have worsened in  BLM is clearly trying to
over a huge swath of the U.S. recent decades. write itself a blank check
West to stop devastating USS. land managers typi- to do large and damaging
wildfires on land used for cally analyze proposed proj-  vegetation removal without
cattle ranching, recreation ects by writing environmental any further input or detailed
and habitat for imperiled impact statements to avoid analysis,” he said. “This is an
sage grouse. inadvertently harming some  agency whose track record of
The plan released by the aspect of the environment. vegetation manipulation has
U.S. Bureau of Land Manage- The plan is called a pro- overwhelmingly resulted in
ment aims to limit wildfires grammatic environmental habitat destruction.”
in a 350,000-square-mile area impact statement. Its analy- In a related matter, the bu-
of mainly sagebrush habitat sis can be used to help OK reau last summer approved
that includes parts of Idaho, “project-level” environmental ~ a plan to limit wildfires in

Oregon, Washington, Califor-
nia, Nevada and Utah.
The plan, which cost about

impact statements without sagebrush habitat in Idaho,
having to duplicate previ- Oregon, California and Ne-
ous studies, saving time and ~ vada by building some 11,000

$2 million, originated during S. John Collins/Baker City Herald File Photo, 2014 money, officials said. miles of fuel breaks on strips
the Obama administration A single-engine tanker drops fire-retardant ahead of a blaze in sagebrush country east ~ Specifically, the agency said of land up to 165 yards wide.
as officials sought to avoid of Baker City in July 2014. the document can be used Ecologists have offered
listing sage grouse as pro- to help local land managers ~ mixed responses on that
tected under the Endangered driven by cheatgrass, an inva- industries, moved ahead with  Director for Policy and Pro-  comply with an environmen-  plan, noting it will fragment
Species Act, which could sive species that relies on fire  efforts to control the giant grams William Perry Pendley tal law, the National Environ- habitat and likely harm
have severely limited mining, to spread to new areas while  blazes that typically also said in a statement. “People =~ mental Policy Act, when land  some wildlife, including sage
ranching and recreation. killing native plants,includ-  destroy rangeland needed by  in the Great Basin depend managers seek approval for  grouse. However, they note,
Giant rangeland wild- ing sagebrush on which sage  cattle ranchers. on these landscapes for their ~ specific projects. the massive and at times
fires in recent decades have  grouse depend. “Restoring sagebrush livelihoods and recreation, Erik Molvar, executive di-  unstoppable wildfires can de-
destroyed vast areas of Sage grouse were never communities improves the and wildlife rely on them for  rector of Western Watersheds — stroy huge chunks of habitat.
sagebrush steppe ecosystems  listed but remain imperiled.  sustainability of working habitat.”
that support some 350 spe-  The Trump administration,  rangelands and can reduce The plan released Nowv. O
cies of wildlife. Experts say while lifting restrictions on the expansion of invasive 27 does not authorize any R a W el T NTTTTTS T

the blazes have mainly been ~ mining and other extractive =~ annual grasses,” Deputy specific projects. Instead,

SALEM — The Oregon Department ~ main $10 for a combo license (angling, ¢ Wildlife area parking permit ($30
of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) offers a hunting, plus shellfish and Columbia annually; included with hunting license)
list of suggested holiday gifts for hunt-  River Endorsement) for both residents The permit allows parking at all of
ers, anglers, wildlife viewers and other ~ and nonresidents and $55 for a Youth ODFW”s more than 20 wildlife areas.
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