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SALEM — In a year where 
Oregon has weathered a global 
pandemic that has killed more 
than 900 residents, forest fi res 
that ravaged 1 million acres and 
ongoing protests in the state’s 
largest city, Gov. Kate Brown’s 
budget proposal attempts to miti-
gate the effects of the turmoil.

The Democrat’s 2021-2023 pro-
posed budget and policy agenda, 
which she released Tuesday, Dec. 
1, relies heavily on securing addi-
tional coronavirus relief funds as 
monies are set to expire on Dec. 
31. For months Brown has urged 
Congress to immediately rein-
stitute the $600 supplemental 
benefi t for unemployment and 

enhance federal employment 
compensation.

“2020 has challenged Oregon 
in unimaginable ways. We have 
been tested to the core, and the 
most vital needs of Oregon fam-
ilies — health, safety, education, 
housing, and the ability to learn a 
living — have all been challenged 
in new ways,” Brown said.

Brown said not everyone would 
be happy with the budget.

“The pandemic has led to a 
state budget shortfall that will 
require not only scrapping plans 
for long-needed investments, but 
also making small but diffi cult 
cuts in services and programs that 
affect Oregonians’ lives daily,” the 
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By Kaleb Lay
The Observer

LA GRANDE — A child’s 
school-age years are often thought 
of as a time when they are pre-
occupied with some of life’s less 
serious problems: acne, quizzes, 
asking a date to prom.

Others, though, deal with prob-
lems on a daily basis as serious as 
they come.

Some 91 students in the La 
Grande School District fi nd them-
selves experiencing what Scott 
Carpenter called “housing insta-
bility.” At best, “housing insta-
bility” can mean students are 
living in less-than-adequate 
housing. At worst, it could mean 
they’re unaccompanied and don’t 
have a place to call home.

“Everything of value that we 
have as citizens is stored at our 
home,” said Carpenter, director of 
education programs at the school 
district. “That’s where we access 
it. And if you don’t have that place 
to store those things that help you 
to maintain life, then it’s whatever 
you can carry, and that just simply 
isn’t a lot. And it’s not enough to 
help a student to be ready to learn 
at high levels.”

Carpenter said about half of 
the more than 90 students live 
in less-than-adequate housing, 
meaning they are living in out-
dated or substandard housing.

The other half are living in 
more precarious situations, such as 
staying with another family, living 
in a motel or a shelter, or are alto-
gether unaccompanied.

Students who spend their time 
worrying about where they’re 
going to rest their head at night 
tend to do poorly in the classroom.

“I think it’s core to their suc-
cess in school,” Carpenter said. “If 
you’ve got a student who doesn’t 
know, and they’ve got the stress of 
trying to fi gure out, where they’re 

By Phil Wright
The Observer

LA GRANDE — Eastern 
Oregon University no longer 
requires standardized test 
results for fi nancial aid.

The change the La Grande-
based university implemented 
benefi ts incoming students and 
their families, especially those 
from marginalized communi-
ties. The university now will 
determine scholarships and 
merit-based awards based on 
students’ grades rather than 
ACT or SAT scores.

Genesis Meaderds, the 
school’s admissions director, 
said in a press release that 
becoming test-blind makes 
EOU’s admissions process 
smoother and easier to navi-
gate for prospective students.

“EOU has been test-op-
tional for years for admis-
sions,” Meaderds said. “The 
challenge was that we never 
were test-optional for scholar-
ships and fi nancial aid, so stu-
dents were being admitted, and 
then if they didn’t have SATs 
or ACTs on fi le they were inel-
igible for many merit-based 
scholarships.”

Meaderds met with a com-
mittee of university staff — 
Director of Financial Aid 
Sandy Henry, the Associate 
Vice President for Institu-
tional Effectiveness Holly 
Chason, Vice President for 
Student Affairs Lacy Karpilo 
and Assistant Athletic Director 
Mary Barnett — for a year to 
discuss the change.

The group reviewed studies 
that found evidence of racial 
and socioeconomic bias in 
standardized tests. Test anxiety 
or learning differences also 
can impact students’ ability 
to perform in this setting. The 
committee also found a stu-
dent’s high school grade point 
average is actually the best 
indicator of college success.

“Through EOU’s internal 
analysis on incoming stu-
dents,” University spokes-
person Vicky Hart explained, 
“high school GPA remained 
the strongest predictor of stu-
dent success, as defi ned by 
year-over-year retention, even 
after controlling for other vari-
ables including but not limited 
to gender, age, race/ethnicity, 
income and standardized test 
scores.”

Hart said the committee sub-
mitted its recommendations to 

By Dick Mason 
The Observer

LA GRANDE — Fifteen stair 
steps, 2,000 years.

Stepping back in time and 
into a re-creation of the world 
in which Jesus Christ was born 
will be as easy on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, as walking down the 15 
steps leading to the basement of 
Market Place Fresh Foods, La 
Grande.

The spacious Fresh Foods 
basement, normally not open to 
the public, will be the site of a 
free interactive program, Return 
to Bethlehem. Those taking the 
trip back in time will walk a 
short route simulating what it 
would have been like for Mary 
and Joseph and others to trek 
the 90 miles from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, where Jesus was 
born. People participating in 
the guided walks will encounter 
some of what Mary and Joseph 
did, including impatient Roman 
soldiers asking for identifi cation, 
a shepherd talking to an angel, 
shopkeepers and the appearance 

of the Magi.
Local performers will portray 

all the characters, said Shaun 
Halladay of La Grande, a volun-
teer leader of the program, which 
also features facades of shops, 

a model of a fi re that crackles, 
large video images of fl ocks 
of sheep, a realistic cutout of a 
donkey and much more.

BY THE NUMBERS 
Gov. Kate Brown’s 2021-2023 proposed budget includes the following:
• $100.2 billion in total spending, including $25.6 billion in general and lottery 
funds.
• $9.1 billion for main school fund.
• $189.5 million to rebuild communities impacted by the fi res.
• Calls for federal funds for COVID-19 testing, health services, rent forgive-
ness, targeted mortgage relief and more
• Calls for reforms in the justice system.
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Church group offers guided tours beginning Saturday
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Shaun Halladay, a volunteer leader for Return to Bethlehem, talks to people who will be assisting with 
the program on Monday, Nov. 30, 2020 in the basement of Market Place Fresh Foods, La Grande. The 
program opens Saturday, Dec. 5, and includes COVID-19 safety measures.

Dick Mason/The Observer

This photo on Monday, Nov. 30, 2020, shows one of the displays 
visitors will see in the Return to Bethlehem walking tour in the base-
ment of Market Place Fresh Foods, La Grande. The program opens 
Saturday, Dec. 5, and includes COVID-19 safety measures.

The Road to Bethlehem
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Brown releases state 
budget proposal
Oregon would require lots of help from Congress

AP fi le photo

Gov. Kate Brown unveiled a highly-aspirational two-year state bud-
get proposal Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2020, that would require a politically 
supportive U.S. Congress to make much of its most sweeping — and 
expensive — programs to work.
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