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New feelings for longtime friend are not reciprocated

DEAR ABBY: My longtime
friend “Bonnie” and I have been
reconnecting during COVID,
mostly via text and video chat-
ting. She’s recently
moved back to my
area (she’s in the
military), so we
spent a weekend
together helping
her move in. It was
exhausting and stressful, and her
drinking concerned me. I know
drinking is prevalent in the mil-
itary, and as a relatively high-
ranking officer, she’s under a lot
of pressure all the time. I'm more
aware of it because my sister is a
recovering addict.

I'm a queer lady. Bonnie is

DEAR
ABBY

gay, and over the last couple
months 1've been nursing a crush
on her. She’s very supportive of
my artwork, and over the years
has been the one
doing the work to
keep our friendship
alive despite our
lives going in dif-
ferent directions.

1 told her I had a
crush on her during the stressful
moving weekend and asked her
to please not tell me about all the
girls she texts. She responded that
she does not return those feelings
for me. But we talk on the phone
Jfor hours at night, and she calls
me “Baby” sometimes. She also
tells me I'm sexually magnetic.

Our lives are intertwined enough
that both our parents think we're
dating, and Bonnie frequently
says things like, “My neighbor
thinks we're dating.”

How do I keep both our friend-
ship and my sanity?

— CRUSHING

DEAR CRUSHING: Regard-
less of what others might think,
you and Bonnie are NOT dating,
and she has told you plainly that
she’s not physically attracted to
you. She was honest with you, I’ll
give her marks for that. Whether
she’s being honest with herself,
however, is anyone’s guess.

My advice is to stop allowing
her to monopolize as much of your
time as she has been. It isn’t good
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You're going to need
a bigger boat — a
much bigger boat

BRISTOL, England —
Paleontologists with the
University of Bristol,
England, have unveiled
the true size of the pre-
historic mega-shark
megalodon.

Today, the most fear-
some living shark is the
Great White. Adults can
exceed 20 feet in length
and bite with a force of

for you because it keeps you from
looking for a companion who can
reciprocate your feelings. If you
continue as things are, you will
only subject yourself to more of
the confusion you are feeling now.
DEAR ABBY: My wife of 46
vears keeps telling me about her
deprived childhood. Everybody
else had a color TV; theirs was a
black-and-white. Granny didn’t
have a dryer; she had to use a
clothesline. They didn’t have a

car, and when they finally got one,

it was a used car. Finally, they
had a new car, but it was stolen
two weeks later.

All the other girls had ballet
lessons; all the other girls were in
Brownies. When Granny finally

signed her up, it was too late. My
wife had to get a used Brownie
uniform that didn’t fit, and they
put her in a troop with Girl Scouts
much older. She always wanted a
swing-set, but never got one.

Is there counseling and group
therapy for this self-pity condi-
tion? I'm laughing to myself and
my tears are getting into my beer.

— HAD IT ROUGH, TOO

DEAR HAD IT: I would like
to think your wife has it a lot
better now, but to be married to
someone as insensitive as you
appear to be can hardly be an
upper. Go pour yourself another
pilsner before your tears dilute
this one and bring you down fur-
ther, Laughing Boy.
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Right up to a body
more than 52 feet long.

The results suggest at
that size, Otodus mega-
lodon likely had a head
about 15 feet long, a
dorsal fin approximately
5.3 feet tall and a tail

“The reconstruction

of the size of megalodon
body parts represents a
fundamental step towards
a better understanding

of the physiology of this
giant,” according to the
press release, “and the
intrinsic factors that may
have made it prone to
extinction.”
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— and star of a share of
B movies — lived from
23 million to around
three million years ago.
The fossils of megalodon
are mostly huge trian-
gular cutting teeth bigger
than a human hand.

Jack Cooper, who
completed his mas-
ters courses in palaeo-
biology at the Univer-
sity of Bristol’s School of
Earth Sciences, and col-
leagues made close com-
parisons to a diversity of
living relatives with eco-
logical and physiolog-
ical similarities to meg-
alodon, according to the
press release, and used a
number of mathematical
methods to pin down the
size and proportions of
this monster.

Shark expert Dr.
Catalina Pimiento from

“I have always been
mad about sharks,”
Cooper said in the press
release. “As an under-
graduate, | have worked
and dived with Great
whites in South Africa —
protected by a steel cage
of course. It’s that sense
of danger, but also that
sharks are such beautiful
and well-adapted ani-
mals, that makes them so
attractive to study.”

“Megalodon,” he con-
tinued, “was actually the
very animal that inspired
me to pursue paleon-
tology in the first place at
just 6 years old.”

Previously the fossil
shark, known formally as
Otodus megalodon, was
compared with the Great
White.

Cooper and his col-
leagues, for the first time,

“We pooled detailed
measurements of all five
to make predictions about
megalodon,” he said.

Benton explained
the team first had to
test whether these five
modern sharks changed
proportions as they grew
to adulthood.

“If, for example, they
had been like humans,
where babies have big
heads and short legs,”
he said according to the
press release, “we would
have had some difficul-
ties in projecting the
adult proportions for such
a huge extinct shark.”

He said they were sur-
prised and relieved to dis-
cover the babies of all
these modern predatory
sharks start out as little
adults and don’t change
in proportion as they get
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sharks. Pimiento said
in the press release that

palaeontologist at Bristol,
supervised the project.

meant they could take the
growth curves of the five
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