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La Grande. There might be 
a few test results lingering 
from that clinic, but CHD 
Public Health Adminis-
trator Carrie Brogoitti said 
the majority of those test 
results have been processed.

“My understanding is 
that most of those, if not all 
of those results have come 
through from that two-day 
testing event,” she said.

Through Monday, there 
were 1,537 negative tests in 
the county — up 603 from 
the 934 negative results 
through June 19. Con-
versely, there have been 74 
new positive results since 
that date.

“It’s safe to assume that 
many of the positives were 
tested at those events,” 
Brogoitti said, although 
she also said there still are 
individuals getting tested 

through their care providers 
or at CHD. “I don’t want 
people to assume all of 
those positives came from 
those events.”

Since the 218 cases in 
the two peak days of the 

outbreak, Union County’s 
highest count of new cases 
in one day was 19 on June 
23. The county has added 
an average of 6.7 cases 
per day since the spike 
occurred.

Brogoitti said some of 
the cases are connected 
to the outbreak, but that 
doesn’t apply to all new 
cases. That also doesn’t 
mean they are necessarily 
community spread, she 
said, in which the virus 
is spreading from casual 
contacts among numerous 
people and cannot be traced 
to a source. Oregon health 
offi cials have been con-
cerned about the rise in 
those cases.

More than 1,400 of those 
have been confi rmed in 
the last week. In all, 204 
individuals in the state are 
reported to have died with 
COVID-19.

As of Saturday, Oregon’s 
overall positive testing 
rate was 3.4%, while the 
national average is 9%. But 
with the rate rising, state 
offi cials decided Monday it 
was time to act.

Less than 1% of those 
under 50 who are infected 

have died from the virus. 
Fatalities increase rap-
idly with age, with 20 per-
cent who are 75 and older 
dying. A New York Times 
statistical analysis reported 
54,000 of the deaths in the 
United States — 43% — are 
tied to nursing homes and 
long-term care facilities.

The Oregon Health 
Authority has used fore-
casts from the Institute 
of Disease Modeling to 
create a trio of scenarios of 
the growth of infections: 
optimistic, moderate and 
pessimistic.

State epidemiologists 
recently have said they were 
aiming to stay within the 
moderate scenario in which 
COVID-19 cases would rise 
to about 900 a day. Daily 
hospitalizations would go to 
27 per day. Under the pes-
simistic model, new cases 
could spike to more than 
4,800 per day and 82 new 
patients would need hospi-

talization each day.
The optimistic scenario 

saw cases remain at about 
180 new daily cases. But 
Oregon has passed 200 
cases in a day, with all but 
one of the highest number 
of daily cases occurring in 
the past two weeks.

Oregon joins a growing 
number of states that 
are backtracking on 
“reopening” amid a surge 
of new COVID-19 cases. 
Only two states — Rhode 
Island and Connecticut — 
have not shown a rise in 
coronavirus infections in 
the past week, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control. Florida, Texas and 
Arizona — three states 
that quickly reopened busi-
nesses in recent weeks — 
are showing the sharpest 
increases.

———
Gary A. Warner for the 
Oregon Capital Bureau 

contributed to this article.
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Wyden also talked about the 
need to increase testing and 
contact tracing, and said small 
community pharmacies such 
as Murray Drug in Heppner 
should be part of the solution 
in making testing available to 
everyone.

“This country needs to 
ramp up testing because it is 
a fundamental pillar of get-
ting the economy to reopen,” 
Wyden said. “We all want to 
reopen the economy. We just 
want to make sure it is done in 
a safe way.”

He also said he was 
working to help get personal 
protective equipment, testing 
reagents and other supplies to 
Oregon.

Wyden said that when a 
vaccine becomes available he 
wants to make sure it is afford-
able to everyone.

“As I’ve always felt with 
respect to pharmaceuticals, 
it’s great to have the product, 
but if people can’t afford to get 
the product, how did the inno-
vations and the breakthrough 
really help people in their 

homes and in their communi-
ties?” he said.

He promised as a member 
of Congress he would work 
to hold pharmaceutical com-
panies accountable that in 
exchange for all of the federal 
funding they were receiving 
to research COVID-19 and 
develop a vaccine or cure, 
there will be no “profi teering” 
off of the end result.

Other topics the Democrat 
addressed at the town hall for 
Umatilla, Morrow, Union and 
Wallowa counties included 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act, protecting the integrity 
of inspector general positions 
in federal agencies, problems 
with the Oregon Employ-
ment Department’s system 
for disbursing unemployment 
benefi ts and the importance 
of a strong meat inspection 
program.

He said when the United 
States is no longer dealing 
with the physical and eco-
nomic effects of the pandemic, 
he wants to see the country 
create a national strategic food 
reserve to prepare for future 
crises.

Wyden also addressed a 
question from Patricia Ken-

nedy of Union County on vote-
by-mail, a topic he frequently 
tweets about. She asked 
Wyden what is happening 
in the fi ght to allow mail-in 
voting nationwide.

Wyden, a Democrat, said 
he was the country’s fi rst 
senator elected completely 
by mail, and former senator 
from Oregon Gordon Smith, 
a Republican, was the second, 
proving members of both par-
ties can be elected through 
a vote-by-mail system. He 
also pushed back on Sen. 
Mitch McConnell’s claims 
that expanding mail-in ballots 
would encourage fraud.

He claims President Donald 
Trump, who has been vehe-
mently against nationally 
allowing mail-in voting, sub-
mits his votes through the mail 
along with many of his cab-
inet members, though mul-
tiple sources, including the Los 
Angeles Times, have reported 
Trump has voted by absentee 
ballot.

“The late (Oregon Secre-
tary of State) Dennis Rich-
ardson, who was a Republican, 
a conservative, he actually 
wrote Donald Trump and said 
‘Oregon just hasn’t seen it,’ 

and that’s because we have 
been so strong in opposing the 
kinds of things that could gen-
erate fraud,” Wyden said.

He said some in Wash-
ington, D.C. want to “suffo-
cate” the U.S. Postal Service 
to profi t off of privatizing the 
service or to prevent voting 
by mail. But he said the postal 
service provides medications 
and other important supplies 
to rural Americans who can’t 
access them locally.

“I don’t think rural Oregon, 
or rural America, can afford 
not to have this lifeline,” he 
said.

And Curtis Martin from 
North Powder said House Bill 
4206, now in the state Senate, 
would make meat inspection a 
state rather than federal func-
tion. Wyden said he is excited 
to see the reduction of barriers 
to meat production at the state 
level and stated his commit-
ment to see it done at the fed-
eral level.

“Oregon really ought to 
have its own meat inspection 
program,” Wyden said.

———
Reporter Sabrina 

Thompson of The Observer 
contributed to this article.
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donations can be brought 
to the Stubborn Mule in 
Joseph or to the Joseph 
Chamber. Checks should be 
made out to the chamber, 
her post said.

“The beaches will surely 
not be empty July 4, the 
streets will not be empty, 
the shops, the restaurants, 
or grocery stores,” Brook-
shire’s post stated.

Brookshire and Beth-
scheider both urged those 
viewing the show to keep 
safe, since the risk of the 
spread of coronavirus was 
a major factor in previous 
cancellations of the show.

“We want to encourage 
everyone to be safe and 
follow social distancing 
protocols and other guide-
lines recommended by our 
health care professionals,” 
Bethscheider said in a press 
release. “This celebration 
can be shared responsibly 
from a boat, a car, a front 
yard, a park or just about 
any other vantage point 

people have enjoyed it from 
over the years. This is a tra-
dition that needs to con-
tinue, and I truly believe it 
can be done safely.”

He said gathering for 
the fi reworks show is not 
unlike other gatherings that 
have taken place during the 
pandemic.

“Right now, there are 
people choosing to protest 
across the nation for the 
sake of equality, in large 
groups, I might add,” he 
said. “July 4 celebrates what 
this country was founded 
on, which is our freedom. 
Our freedom of choice 
means that you can choose 

to come enjoy the fi reworks 
show, or you can choose not 
to. It’s that simple.”

“Just as we encourage 
in each of these places, 
please practice social dis-
tancing when necessary, 
wear a mask if you’d like, 
don’t come if you’re not 
comfortable,” Brookshire 
posted. “It is up to each 
and every individual to 
think for themselves and 
practice what makes them 
comfortable. Please be 
respectful of others around 
you. Let’s celebrate what 
this country is all about, 
and that is the freedom to 
choose.”
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Jake and Kathy Wolfe of Enterprise wear masks when they 
are out and about, including grocery shopping. Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown issued orders effective Wednesday re-
quiring the statewide use of masks or other face coverings 
in indoor public spaces to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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he said, pointing not only to the cargo and 
LifeFlight transportation that takes place 
from the airport but also its use during fi re 
season and by “what I would call a robust 
general aviation” of personal pilots who 
use the airstrip.

Wright said improvement projects are 
identifi ed through an airport master plan. 
It includes a fi ve-year plan that he reviews 
with the FAA annually, and this improve-
ment has been on the radar.

“We’ve been working on this project for 
sometime now because it’s been identifi ed,” 
he said.

That identifi cation is necessary 
to qualify for funds from the federal 
government.

“I just really appreciate that we got 
bipartisan support. It’s exciting,” Anderes 
said. “We’re going to be able to move for-
ward on the project and make the airport a 
better place for us.”

The coronavirus pandemic stalled plans 
for the start of the project. Wright, though, 
said he is hopeful work can begin in July, 
and said the targeted completion date is 
June of next year.

“It’s basically a two-year project,” 
Wright said. 

“COVID-19 did delay things with what 
was going on with FAA, (but) we’re still on 
track.”
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