RECREATION
REPORT

Some
state park
campgrounds
reopen

Several Oregon
state park camp-
grounds reopened
Friday and others
are slated to resume
overnight camp-
ing on June 9, the
Oregon Parks and
Recreation Depart-
ment announced.

Parks that re-
opened Friday are
ones that have first-
come, first-served
campsites.They
include:

® Minam, between
La Grande and Wal-
lowa

¢ Hilgard Junction
west of La Grande

¢ Catherine Creek
near Union

¢ Clyde Holliday
near John Day

¢ Cottonwood
Canyon southeast of
The Dalles

Campgrounds
scheduled to reopen
onJune 9:

*\Wallowa Lake

¢ Farewell Bend
near Huntington

“| am cautiously
delighted,” Lisa
Sumption, director
of the Parks Depart-
ment, said in a press
release. “We are
working hard to
welcome campers
wherever we can
safely do so, as soon
as we can.’

Sumption said that
due to lost revenue,
COVID-19 precau-
tions and staff reduc-
tions, services will
be reduced at most if
not all campgrounds
that reopen. Cabin
and yurt camping,
except in rare cases,
will not be offered.
Group camping re-
mains closed across
the state, due to
distancing concerns.
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Volcanic
eruptions and
wildfires both show
the power of nature,
and its resilience

High mountains stare
at one another across long
spaces. Think of how the Wal-
lowas and Elkhorns lock eyes
over the Baker Valley, how
the Wallowas in turn gaze
across Hells Canyon to the
Seven Devils.

Well to our west, the
solitary snowpeak stratovol-
canoes of the Cascades keep
a bead on each other with
dozens of miles between.
South of the high-standing
North Cascades, the inter-
vening range between those
white giants tends to be much
lower than they themselves
are. They've been compared
to an archipelago of snowy,

alpine islands — or a string of

icebergs — in a green sea.
I'm thinking of peak-to-
peak sightlines on account of
we're just past the
40th anniversary of
the great eruption
of Mount St. Helens
— also known by the
indigenous Sahaptin
name Loowit —
which ravaged its
north flank the morning of
May 18, 1980. There is no
shortage of incredible up-close
pictures of that cataclysm,
but, for me, some of the most
evocative photos are those
taken more distantly from
Mount Adams and Mount
Rainier. You can almost sense
these massive snowheads
keeping tabs on one another
across the millennia, waiting
to see which will make the
next violent move. These past
tens of thousands of years, it’s
often been Loowit to do so.
The mountain’s world-
famous 1980 eruption
— preceded by a couple of
months of quakes and steam
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occasional eruptions remind
us of the bygone volcanism
that roiled our landscape. But
more generally Loowit’s big
blow and its aftermath hold
lessons for us: perspectives
on the unfolding of earth-
time and what the sudden,
wholesale rearranging of a
landscape means.

Looking at those remark-
able before-and-after pictures
of Mount St. Helens is a
good trigger for pondering
the different, overlapping
timeframes at play in our
world. The 1980 eruption —
its transformation of smooth
cone (the “Mount Fuji of
America”) into ravaged am-
phitheater, of forest-cradled
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Photo by Ethan Shaw
Wildflowers rapidly return following a wildfire in the Wallowa Mountains.
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