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 NEW YORK — Jerry 
Stiller, who for decades 
teamed with wife Anne 
Meara in a beloved 
comedy duo and then 
reached new heights in 
his senior years as the 
high-strung Frank Cos-
tanza on the classic sitcom 
“Seinfeld” and the base-
ment-dwelling father-
in-law on “The King of 
Queens,” died at 92, his 
son Ben Stiller announced 
Monday.

“I’m sad to say that 
my father, Jerry Stiller, 
passed away from natural 
causes,” his son said in a 
tweet.

“He was a great dad 
and grandfather and the 
most dedicated husband to 
Anne for about 62 years. 
He will be greatly missed. 
Love you Dad,” wrote 
Ben, who followed in his 
father’s comedic footsteps 
and became an A-list box 
offi ce star with movies 
like “Tropic Thunder,” 
“Dodgeball” and “Some-
thing About Mary.”

Jerry Stiller was 
a multi-talented per-
former who appeared in 
an assortment of movies, 
playing Walter Matthau’s 
police sidekick in the 
thriller “The Taking of 
Pelham One Two Three” 
and Divine’s husband 
Wilbur Turnblad in John 
Waters’ twisted comedy 
“Hairspray.”

He also wrote an auto-
biography, “Married 
to Laughter,” about his 
50-plus year marriage to 
soul mate and comedic 
cohort Meara, who died 
in 2015. And his myriad 
television spots included 
everything from “Murder 
She Wrote” to “Law & 
Order” — along with 36 
appearances alongside 
Meara on “The Ed Sul-
livan Show.”

Stiller, although a sup-
porting player on “Sein-
feld,” created some of the 
Emmy-winning show’s 
most enduring moments: 
co-creator and model 
for the “bro,” a brassiere 
for men; a Korean War 
cook who infl icted food 
poisoning on his entire 
unit; an ever-simmering 
salesman controlling his 
explosive temper with the 
shouted mantra, “Serenity 
now!”

Stiller earned an 1997 
Emmy nomination for 
his indelible “Seinfeld” 
performance. In a 2005 
Esquire interview, Stiller 
recalled that he was out 
of work and not the fi rst 
choice for the role of 
Frank Costanza, father to 
Jason Alexander’s neurotic 
George.

“My manager had 
retired,” he said. “I was 
close to 70 years old, and 
had nowhere to go.”

He was initially told to 
play the role as a milque-
toast husband with an 
overbearing wife, Estelle, 
played by Estelle Harris. 
But the character wasn’t 
working — until Stiller 
suggested his reincarna-
tion as an over-the-top 
crank who matched his 
wife scream for scream.

It jump-started the 
septuagenarian’s career, 
landing him a spot playing 
Vince Lombardi in a Nike 
commercial and the role 
of another over-the-top 
dad on the long-running 
sitcom “King of Queens.”

While he was known 
as a nut-job father on the 
small screen, Stiller and 
wife Meara raised two 
children in their long-
time home on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side: daughter 
Amy, who became an 
actress, and son Ben, who 
would become perhaps the 
most famous Stiller as a 
writer, director and actor.

He and Ben performed 
together in “Shoeshine,” 
which was nominated for 
a 1988 Academy Award in 
the short subject category.

Stiller was consider-
ably quieter and refl ective 
in person than in character 
— although just as funny. 
The son of a bus driver 
and a housewife, Stiller 

grew up in Depression-era 
Brooklyn. His inspira-
tion to enter show busi-
ness came at age 8, when 
his father took him to see 
the Marx Brothers in the 
comedy classic “A Night at 
the Opera.”

Years later, Stiller 
met Groucho Marx and 
thanked him.

Stiller earned a drama 
degree at Syracuse Uni-
versity after serving in 
World War II, and then 
headed to New York City 
to launch his career. There 
was a brief involvement 
in Shakespearean theater, 
including a $55 a week 
job with Jack Klugman in 
“Coriolanus.”

But his life and career 
took off after he met 
Meara in spring 1953. 
They were married that 
fall.

The seemingly mis-
matched pair — he a 
short, stocky Jewish guy 
from Brooklyn, she a 
tall, Irish Catholic from 
the Long Island suburbs 
— shared an immediate 
onstage chemistry, too. 
They were soon appearing 
on “The Ed Sullivan 
Show” and working night-
clubs nationwide.

The pair also wrote 
and performed radio com-
mercials, most memo-
rably a series of bits for a 
little-known wine called 
Blue Nun. The duo’s ads 
boosted sales by 500%. 
Ben Stiller recalled trips 
with his sister to Cali-

fornia when his parents 
would head west to do 
television appearances.

The couple went on to 
appear as a team in dozens 
of fi lm, stage and televi-
sion productions. One of 
them was “After-Play,” a 
1995 off-Broadway show 
written by Meara.

Stiller joined “Sein-
feld” in 1993, and moved 
on to “King of Queens” 
when the other Jerry & 
company went off the air 
in 1998. He also appeared 
in Ben Stiller’s spoof on 
modeling, “Zoolander,” 
released in 2001.

Jerry Stiller, comedian and 
‘Seinfeld’ actor, dies at 92

Photo by Charles Sykes/Associated Press

In this Feb. 11, 2011, photo, Ben Stiller (left) is shown with his father Jerry Stiller. Comedi-
an veteran Jerry Stiller, who launched his career opposite wife Anne Meara in the 1950s 
and reemerged four decades later as the hysterically high-strung Frank Costanza on the 
smash television show “Seinfeld,” died at 92, his son Ben Stiller announced Monday.
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medicines to you

An industry leader in digital hearing devices is sponsoring a product field test in your area next week
and they have asked us to select up to 15 qualified candidates to participate. They are interested in 
determining the benefits of GENIUS™ 3.0 Technology in eliminating the difficulty hearing aid users 
experience in difficult environments, such as those with background noise or multiple talkers. 
Candidates in other test areas have reported very positive feedback so far.

W  (GENERAL LOCATION HERE) and the 
surrounding areas.

FIELD TEST Candidates Wanted

URGENT NOTICE: You may be qualified to participate in a special Field
Test of new hearing instrument technology being held at a local test site.

Dates:

Product Test Site:

(DATES HERE)

AprField

 

(GENERAL LOCATION HERE)

1)
AprField

2)

3)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)
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Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

 

W  (GENERAL LOCATION HERE) and the 
surrounding areas.

In an effort to accurately demonstrate the incredible performance of these devices, specially trained
representatives will be conducting testing and demonstrations during this special event.

In addition to an audiometric hearing evaluation, candidates will receive a fiber-optic otoscope exam, a 
painless procedure that could reveal common hearing problems such as excessive wax or damage to 
the eardrum, as well as other common cause of hearing deficiencies.

 

Dates:

Product Test Site:

(DATES HERE)

Participants who qualify and complete the product test will
receive a FREE $100 Restaurant.com Gift Card* as a token 
of our thanks.

AVOID WAITING – CALL AND MENTION CODE: 18AprField!
*One per household. Must be 55 or older and bring loved one for familiar voice test. Must complete a hearing test. Not valid with prior test/purchase in last 6 months. While supplies last. Free

gift card may be used toward the purchase of food at participating restaurants where a minimum purchase may also be required. See restaurant.com for details. Not redeemable for cash.

Promotional offer available during special event dates only. †If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in

satisfactory condition. See store for details.

Qualified candidates will be selected on a first-come, 
first-served basis so please call us TODAY to secure 
your spot in the Product Field Test.

Qualified Field Test Candidates:

• Live in (GENERAL LOCATION HERE)or the surrounding area

• Are at least 55 years of age or older

• Have experienced some level of hearing difficulty, or currently wear hearing aids

• Don’t currently work for a market research company

We have a limited supply of the GENIUS™ 3.0 test product

currently on hand and ready for testing. We have also been 

authorized to offer significant discounts if you decide to take 

the hearing instruments home. If you choose not to keep 

them, there’s no risk or obligation of any kind.†

FIELD TEST
PARTICIPANTS

Will be tested and 
selected same-day.

TO PARTICIPATE:

1) You must be one of the first 15 people to call our office

Mention Code: 18AprField.

2) You will be required to have your hearing tested in our

office, FREE OF CHARGE, to determine candidacy.

3) Report your results with the hearing instruments to the
Hearing Care Specialist over a three week test period.

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

Miracle-Ear Service Center 
(ADDRESS HERE)

We are looking for additional candidates in LA GRANDE and the surrounding areas.

Expires: May 14th, 2020
LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY
2021 Washington Ave. 
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE
113-1/2 Front E. Main St.

Enterprise, OR 97828
541-239-3877

Mention Code: 0MayField

20MayField

Live in La Grande or the surrounding area

the eardrum, as well as other common causes of hearing deficiencies.


