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Exercise your
right to vote

he Observer issued an endorsement

Saturday in the Union County sher-

iff’s race, the most urgent and con-
tentious election in the county. Before that,
the EO Media Group’s recent online forum for
U.S. House District 2 candidates proved to be
a success. Both races carry real stakes at the
local level.

A gathering of candidates during an elec-
tion to answer questions and present their
views is always good news and should
help voters who are undecided to make
an informed choice. Such forums have
been tougher to do in this election due to
the restrictions to combat the spread of
COVID-109.

Candidate forums have become de rigueur
at the local level, having replaced real debate
years ago. If there is any race begging for a
real debate, its the sheriff’s race. But forums
and news coverage can help voters make an
informed choice.

As obvious as it sounds, to make an
informed choice, one must vote. Union
County as of Monday reported ballot returns
of 15.7%, according to the Oregon Elections
Division. Wallowa County stands at 14.6%.
Both are above the statewide average of
12.4%.

With a week to go, those figures will trend
up. The 2016 primary saw local voter turnout
hit 78.5%.

We harp on the importance of voting from
time to time for a good reason — because
it is important. Voting is a fundamental
right. There is no other more vital element to
democracy than voting for who we want to
serve as our public and political leaders.

Especially now as the entire nation staggers
under the effects of the COVID-19 virus, our
ability to exercise our right to vote is crucial.

The virus has changed our lives in funda-
mental ways, and going forward our nation
will be different until the discovery of a vac-
cine that we can administer on a widespread
basis. Until then, we will be subjected to
a new paradigm, but what will continue to
remain is our basic building block of govern-
ment — voting.

Voting — even vote by mail — can end
up being a chore. The ballot can sit on the
kitchen table or on the couch or chair for
days, seemingly forgotten as we all try to find
a way to respond and overcome the challenges
of COVID-109.

And too often we also hear the mantra,
“My vote doesn’t count.”

Union County Clerk Robin Church has a
take on that: That’s true as long as you do not
vote.

Even if you mess up on submitting your
ballot, Church stressed, the staff at her office
work diligently to verify your vote. But the
one sure way to ensure your vote will not
matter is not to cast it.

So, voters should not shrug off the primary
election. A lot may not seem to be at stake.
But voters in Union and Wallowa counties are
determining who they want as sheriff.

And the importance of this election for 2nd
Congressional District is huge for the future
of not only Oregon but our little piece of it.

The primary election is Tuesday, May 19.
Don’t forget to vote.

And do not mail in your ballot. Instead, put
it in a local ballot drop box to make sure it
gets to the elections office.
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President Donald Trump: The White
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington,
D.C. 20500; 202-456-1414; fax 202-456-2461;
to send comments, go to www.whitehouse.
gov/contact.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley: D.C. office:
313 Hart Senate Office Building, U.S.
Senate, Washington, D.C., 20510; 202-224-
3753; fax 202-228-3997. Portland office:
One World Trade Center, 121 S.W. Salmon
St. Suite 1250, Portland, OR 97204; 503-
326-3386; fax 503-326-2900. Pendleton
office: 310 S.E. Second St. Suite 105,
Pendleton 97801; 541-278-1129; merkley.
senate.gov.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden: D.C. office: 221
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C., 20510; 202-224-5244; fax 202-228-
2717. La Grande office: 105 Fir St., No. 210,
La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-7691; fax,
541-963-0885; wyden.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (2nd District):
D.C. office: 2182 Rayburn Office Building,
Washington, D.C., 20515, 202-225-6730;
fax 202-225-5774. La Grande office: 1211
Washington Ave., La Grande, OR 97850;
541-624-2400, fax, 541-624-2402; walden.
house.gov.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown: 254 State
Capitol, Salem, OR 97310; 503-378-3111;
WWW.governor.oregon.gov.

Oregon State Treasurer Tobias

Read: oregon.treasurer@ost.state.or.us;
350 Winter St. NE, Suite 100, Salem OR
97301-3896; 503-378-4000.

Oregon Attorney General Ellen E
Rosenblum: Justice Building, Salem, OR
97301-4096; 503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S. Hansell (29th
District/Pendleton): Salem office: 900
Court St. NE., S-423, Salem, OR 97301;
503-986-1729. Website: www.oregonlegis-
lature.gov/ hansell. Email: sen.billhansell@
oregonlegislature. gov.

State Rep. Greg Barreto (58th Dis-
trict/ Cove): Salem office: 900 Court St.
NE., H-384, Salem, OR 97301; 503-986-1458.
Website: www.oregonlegislature.gov/barre-
to. Email: rep.gregbarreto @oregonlegisla-
ture.gov.

State Rep. Greg Smith (57th Dis-
trict): Salem office: 900 Court St. NE.,
H-482, Salem, OR, 97301; 503-986-1457.
Heppner office: PO. Box 219, Heppner,

OR 97836; 541-676-5154; Website: www.
oregonlegislature.gov/smithg. Email: rep.
gregsmith@oregonlegislature.gov.

Oregon Legislature: Legislative docu-
ments and information are available online
at www.leg.state.or.us.

City of La Grande: Mayor Steve Clem-
ents, City Manager Robert Strope; PO. Box
670, La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-1309; fax
541-963-3333.
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Union County Commiissioners: Donna
Beverage, Matt Scarfo and Paul Anderes;
1106 K Ave., La Grande, OR 97850; 541-963-
1001; fax 541-963-1079.

Wallowa County Commissioners:
John Hillock, Todd Nash and Susan Roberts;
101 S. River St., Room 202, Enterprise, OR
97828; 541-426-4543, ext. 11; fax 541-426-
0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor Allan
Duffy, 501 N 11th St., 541-437-1016, mayor@
cityofelginor.org; Mary West, 260 N 5th Ave.,
541-805-0443, councilor3@cityofelginor.org;
Kathy Warren, PO Box 697, 541-786-9611,
councilor6@cityofelginor.org; Risa Hallgarth,
PO Box 525, 541-437-9462, councilor2@
cityofelginor.org; Rocky Burgess, 800 N 14th
St., PO. Box 854, 541-786-2417, councilor1 @
cityofelginor.org; David Reed, 1011 Detroit
St., PO Box 368; 541-975-3306, councilor4@
cityofelginor.org; Ryan Martin, councilor5@
cityofelginor.org.

La Grande City Council: Mayor Steve
Clements, Gary Lillard, Nicole Howard, Cor-
rine Dutto, Mary Ann Miesner, Jim Whitbeck,
Justin Rock; through the city manager’s
office, 541-962-1309.

City of Cove: Mayor Del Little, 503-508-
6727, 504 Alder St., PO. Box 8, Cove, OR
97824, City Recorder Donna Lewis, 541-
568-4566.

price with home delivery.
Call 541-963-3161  to subscribe.
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