
T
oday my wife put a 
thank-you card and 
a jar of homemade 

jam in our mailbox for our 
mailman. This reminded me 
of how, for 
at least 70 
years, I have 
taken mail 
delivery and 
the post offi ce for granted.

I remember my child-
hood mailman, Mr. Crumley, 
bringing our daily mail in 
his leather mail pouch. I was 
a bit awed by the unoffi cial 
Postal Service motto — “Nei-
ther snow nor rain nor heat 
nor gloom of night stays these 
couriers from the swift com-
pletion of their appointed 
rounds.” 

My mother thanked Mr. 
Crumley at Christmas with 
a baked treat or sometimes a 
pair of warm woolen gloves.

I remember going to our 
local post offi ce with my 
war-bond book to purchase 
savings stamps supporting 
our troops fi ghting against 
the Nazis. Later I collected 
stamps and learned about U.S. 
history and about exotic for-
eign lands— Ireland, Hun-
gary, Egypt, India, Belgium 

and more. The post offi ce 
was my pathway to the wider 
world.

It never occurred to me that 
our post offi ces might cease to 

exist. Today 
most of us 
in Eastern 
Oregon take 
our post 

offi ces for granted. We rely on 
our Union County post offi ces 
in La Grande, Union, Sum-
merville, Imbler, Cove, North 
Powder, and Elgin. In Wal-
lowa County we depend upon 
our post offi ces in Lostine, 
Joseph, Wallowa, Enterprise, 
and Imnaha. We know that 
our mail will be delivered 6 
days every week.

The United States Post 
Offi ce was created in 1775 
under postmaster general 
Benjamin Franklin. The 
Postal Service is our coun-
try’s only universal delivery 
network. Unlike privatized 
delivery services, the Postal 
Service is required by law 
to deliver all mail and pack-
ages to everyone nationwide, 
regardless of where they live. 
No matter our address we 
know our mail will arrive. 
This is pretty amazing.

For thousands of families, 
a job at the USPS has been 
their path to the middle class. 
Currently, 600,000 postal 
employees are the lifeblood 
of America — bringing cru-
cial correspondence, Social 
Security benefi ts, bills, news-
papers and magazines, vote-
by-mail ballots and 1.2 billion 
packages of life-saving medi-
cine to millions of Americans 
regardless of their geography 
or their income.

Our Postal Service is at 
serious risk. The USPS is 
expected to lose about 50% 
of its revenue due to a loss 
of mail volume during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Postmaster General told Con-
gress that, without support 
from the federal government, 
the system would run out of 
funding in September. The 
USPS is asking for $25 billion 
in aid to stay afl oat. President 
Donald Trump responded by 
calling the Postal Service a 
“joke.” Both Senate Majority 
Mitch McConnell and Donald 
Trump have fl at out rejected 
support for post offi ces while 
providing billions of dol-
lars of subsidies to private 
corporations.

The United States Postal 
Service doesn’t run on tax-
payer dollars — it relies com-
pletely on revenue created by 
postage and postal services. 
Without relief or intervention, 
the USPS will not be able to 
sustain itself for the long term, 
which means it will not be 
able to deliver mail and pack-
ages to 160 million addresses 
all over the country. How will 
people get their prescription 
drugs and, once they become 
available, their coronavirus 
test kits? 

How will people vote by 
mail in a November election 
that is facing unprecedented 
hurdles to getting voters out to 
the polls?

Current attacks on the 
USPS are part of a longer 
Republican-manufactured 
crisis aimed at privatiza-
tion. The Republican-enacted 
Postal Accountability and 
Enhancement Act of 2006 
requires the Postal Service 
to prefund its retirees’ health 
benefi ts for 50 years up to the 
year 2056. This requirement 
— that no other entity, pri-
vate or public, has to meet — 
costs the USPS $5 billion per 
year. Without this obligation, 

the Post Offi ce actually turns 
a profi t.

Local post offi ces could 
increase funding by providing 
services like faxing, notaries 
public, hunting and fi shing 
licenses, even postal banking 
in remote communities.

The USPS is the most pop-
ular agency in the federal 
government. According to a 
2019 PEW survey, nine out 
of 10 people have a favor-
able opinion of the Postal 
Service—and it’s bipartisan, 
with 87% favorability by 
Republicans. 

Our post offi ces are com-
munity hubs, a common good, 
a rural lifeline. Let’s cherish, 
fund and save them.

About the author: Bill 
Whitaker lives in La Grande. He 
is professor emeritus of social 
welfare at Boise State University. 
He taught community organizing, 
social policy and planning for 40 
years while serving on national 
social work education boards and 
state legislative task forces.

Editor’s Note: “The Common 
Good” is the monthly column 
from Bill Whitaker of La Grande. 
We’re working on adding other 
local columnists. If you would be 
interested in providing a regular 
column, please email editor Phil 
Wright at pwright@lagrandeob-
server.com.
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Rasmussen questionable as leader 

Sheriff Boyd Rasmussen violated county regulations 
and state law when he paid himself over $7,000 for duty 
in Elgin. 

In The Observer’s May 2 edition, he says that he 
did not know he was violating the law. The man in 
charge of payroll for the sheriff’s offi ce has no idea 
what the laws and regulations are. Is this competent 
leadership?

Rasmussen has known for a fair amount of time that 
he did break the law. What has he done? He gripes in the 
newspaper, but I see no evidence that he admits his error 
or has made any effort at repaying his illegal gains. Is 
this honest or ethical leadership?

I think Rasmussen leaves us all with some real ques-
tions about his ability to lead the sheriff’s offi ce.

Marcus Lester
Summerville
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CONTACT YOUR PUBLIC OFFICIALS
President Donald Trump: The 

White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 

Washington, D.C. 20500; 202-456-1414; 

fax 202-456-2461; to send comments, 

go to www.whitehouse.gov/contact.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley: D.C. of-

fi ce: 313 Hart Senate Offi ce Building, 

U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C., 20510; 

202-224-3753; fax 202-228-3997. Port-

land offi ce: One World Trade Center, 

121 S.W. Salmon St. Suite 1250, 

Portland, OR 97204; 503-326-3386; fax 

503-326-2900. Pendleton offi ce: 310 

S.E. Second St. Suite 105, Pendleton 

97801; 541-278-1129; merkley.senate.

gov.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden: D.C. offi ce: 

221 Dirksen Senate Offi ce Building, 

Washington, D.C., 20510; 202-224-

5244; fax 202-228-2717. La Grande 

offi ce: 105 Fir St., No. 210, La Grande, 

OR 97850; 541-962-7691; fax, 541-963-

0885; wyden.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (2nd Dis-

trict): D.C. offi ce: 2182 Rayburn Offi ce 

Building,  Washington, D.C., 20515, 

202-225-6730; fax 202-225-5774. La 

Grande offi ce: 1211 Washington Ave., 

La Grande, OR 97850; 541-624-2400, 

fax, 541-624-2402; walden.house.gov.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown: 254 

State Capitol, Salem, OR 97310; 503-

378-3111; www.governor.oregon.gov.

Oregon Attorney General Ellen 

F. Rosenblum: Justice Building, Sa-

lem, OR 97301-4096; 503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S. Hansell 

(29th District/Pendleton): Salem 

offi ce: 900 Court St. NE., S-423, Salem, 

OR 97301; 503-986-1729. Website: www.

oregonlegislature.gov/ hansell. Email: 

sen.billhansell@oregonlegislature. gov.

State Rep. Greg Barreto (58th 

District/ Cove): Salem offi ce: 900 

Court St. NE., H-384, Salem, OR 97301; 

503-986-1458. Website: www.oregon-

legislature.gov/barreto. Email: rep.

gregbarreto@oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Smith (57th Dis-

trict): Salem offi ce: 900 Court St. NE., 

H-482, Salem, OR, 97301; 503-986-1457. 

Heppner offi ce: P.O. Box 219, Heppner, 

OR 97836; 541-676-5154; Website: www.

oregonlegislature.gov/smithg. Email: 

rep.gregsmith@oregonlegislature.gov.

Oregon Legislature: Legislative 

documents and information are avail-

able online at www.leg.state.or.us.

City of La Grande: Mayor Steve 

Clements, City Manager Robert Strope; 

P.O. Box 670, La Grande, OR 97850; 541-

962-1309; fax 541-963-3333.

Union County Commissioners:

Donna Beverage, Matt Scarfo and Paul 

Anderes; 1106 K Ave., La Grande, OR 

97850; 541-963-1001; fax 541-963-1079.

Wallowa County Commission-

ers: John Hillock,Todd Nash and Susan 

Roberts; 101 S. River St., Room 202, 

Enterprise, OR 97828; 541-426-4543, 

ext. 11; fax 541-426-0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor Allan 

Duffy, 501 N 11th St., 541-437-1016, may-

or@cityofelginor.org; Mary West, 260 N 

5th Ave., 541-805-0443, councilor3@city-

ofelginor.org; Kathy Warren, PO Box 697, 

541-786-9611, councilor6@cityofelginor.

org; Risa Hallgarth, PO Box 525, 541-

437-9462, councilor2@cityofelginor.org; 

Rocky Burgess, 800 N 14th St., P.O. Box 

854, 541-786-2417, councilor1@cityofel-

ginor.org; David Reed, 1011 Detroit St., 

PO Box 368; 541-975-3306, councilor4@

cityofelginor.org; Ryan Martin, council-

or5@cityofelginor.org.

La Grande City Council: Mayor 

Steve Clements, Gary Lillard, Nicole 

Howard, Corrine Dutto, Mary Ann 

Miesner, Jim Whitbeck, Justin Rock; 

through the city manager’s offi ce, 541-

962-1309.

City of Cove: Mayor Del Little, 

503-508-6727, 504 Alder St., P.O. Box 8, 

Cove, OR 97824; City Recorder Donna 

Lewis, 541-568-4566.

Your views

Write to us
The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. 
Letters are limited to 400 words and must be signed and 

carry the author’s address and phone number (for verifi ca-
tion purposes only). 

Letter writers are limited to one letter every two weeks.
Email your letters to news@lagrandeobserver.com or mail 

them to  The Observer, 911 Jefferson Ave., La Grande, OR 
97850.

United States Postal Service is worth saving

BILL 

WHITAKER
THE COMMON GOOD


