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online school,” she said. 
“I talked with my parents 
and we were like it’s not 
worth it. I’d rather enjoy 
the time.”

She has filled a lot of 
that time with working 
out, cooking, being out-
side when possible and 
watching television and 
movies.

“I have been watching a 
lot of Star Wars,” she said.

Chamberlain, who 
next fall plans to attend 
Linn Benton Commu-
nity College, Albany, 
also is enjoying spending 
more time with her family 
during the pandemic. 
She said the situation has 
a silver lining: the La 
Grande High seniors will 
get a graduation like no 
other.

“We’re driving down 
a road and getting a 
diploma,” she said. “I 
think that’s pretty freaking 
cool.”

Roper Bingham, 
North Powder

North Powder senior 
Roper Bingham’s spring 
usually consists of a track 
uniform, running shoes 
and, if he’s in a relay, a 
baton.

This spring, he’s had a 
lot more time in a cowboy 
hat and boots while on a 
horse working almost daily 
on his family’s ranch.

“I’m not doing any 
sports or going to school, 
and with living on a ranch 
it (has) felt like a really 
long weekend,” he said.

He said he gets on a 
computer once or twice a 
week for an English class 
in which he is earning dual 
college credit. The others 
classes, he said, “I basi-
cally got a passing grade 
for.”

In addition to helping 
with building fence, he’s 
worked on irrigation and 
branding cattle.

Human interactions also 
have changed for him.

“When I do associate 
with people, it doesn’t 
feel as natural to talk to 
(them),” he said. “Before, 
you talked to different 
people every day.”

Bingham’s trip to visit 
Utah State University in 
the spring — where he 
intends to study agribusi-
ness with a farm and ranch 
focus — was canceled just 
days before he was set to 
take off. He said he hopes 
to still check it out before 
he moves there.

Bingham said he 
believes commerce needs 
to be opened back up soon, 
and that when a sense of 
normalcy does resume, 
humanity needs to change.

“If people let it, I think 
it can change them for the 
better,” he said. “If people 
become ignorant of (the 
pandemic), then we won’t 
learn anything from it.”

Ashlyn Gray, 
Enterprise

Enterprise senior Ashlyn 
Gray was unable to stay 
at home during the early 
stages of the pandemic.

“My sister (Riley) 
came home from a mis-
sion in Brazil,” she said, 
noting Riley and their 
mother stayed home while 
the rest of the family took 
up residence with her 
grandparents.

“We were in quar-
antine at my grandma’s 
house,” she said. “I wasn’t 

even home for a couple of 
weeks.”

Gray works as a wait-
ress at R & R Drive-In, 
Joseph, which she said 
has been hopping. And 
without a mandate to 
attend school because 
she had a passing grade, 
she had time to do some 
crafts.

“I have a hobby of 
making bracelets,” Gray 
said. “I make bracelets and 
I’ve been painting some 
things.”

The painting included 
the top of corn hole boards 
that Enterprise High stu-
dents made in a wood shop 
class. Perhaps an irony 
of the pandemic for Gray 
is she now misses a facet 
of life she didn’t enjoy 
— school.

“The one big thing for 
me I’ve realized is I’ve 
never liked school, but 
now I miss school,” she 
said. “I miss my teachers 
and my class. When it’s 
gone, you realize how 
much you want it.”

Gray always has been 
busy with athletics, 
playing volleyball and bas-
ketball and being a part 
of last year’s champion-
ship girls track team. She 
said she has been working 
out on her own, but misses 
being on the court.

“I seriously feel like I 
lost somebody because I 
can’t have my sports,” she 
said.

Gray, who plans to 
attend cosmetology school 
in Portland, said several of 
the senior girls are talking 
about taking a road trip 
after restrictions ease up 
to fill the void from the 
events they won’t get back 
— including senior prom.

“I feel like for every 
girl that’s a big thing,” 
she said. “We don’t get 
the opportunity to dress 
up like that and feel that 
way, act that way (and) have 
fancy dinners.”

Brianna Kohr, Union
Brianna Kohr always is 

doing something, which 
is part of what has made 
life challenging for the 
Union senior during the 
shutdown.

“Not having a regular 
team (to play on) and doing 
the activities I’ve always 
done has been different for 
me,” she said.

Kohr has played volley-
ball, basketball and soft-
ball for the Bobcats, but 
saw her senior softball 
season end before it even 
began.

“Not being able to have 
my last year of softball has 
been heartbreaking,” she 
said. “That was one of my 
favorite things to do, and I 
felt like it was going to be 
a good year for us. That’s 

disappointing, but you 
can’t change it.”

She also is involved 
with FFA and has a hog 
that she won’t be able to 
auction in-person at the 
Eastern Oregon Livestock 
Show, which was canceled 
for the first time ever. Still, 
she said she plans to par-
ticipate in the show’s vir-
tual auction.

Still, some positives 
have emerged. As an edi-
tors of the student year-
book, she said she is 
pleased with how it turned 
out, even though the staff 

had to find different mate-
rial to fill the pages that 
would have been adorned 
with spring activities, such 
as sports.

“I’ve been editor for 
two years now. This one 
is probably one of my 
favorite (yearbooks) even 
though we won’t have 
everything we are used to 
(in it),” she said.

Kohr plans to study 
criminal justice at Blue 
Mountain Community 
College, Pendleton. She 
said she has been able to 
spend more time with her 

family at home, which 
isn’t always the case given 
her mom, Rhondie Rick-
man-Johansen, is a Union 
teacher and coach, and her 

sister, Delanie, has been at 
college in Washington.

“It’s been good to have 
it like old times again,” she 
said.
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Raised in Grant County and a Harney County  

Resident for 37+ years, my entire working career has 

been in customer service (US Bank, small business 

owner, and ODFW). I hope to continue that service 

for the member-owners of Oregon Trail Electric. Now 

retired, I have the time and energy to work with the 

OTEC Board and offer a fresh perspective to continue 

to provide reasonable, reliable power for you.

I ask for your vote.

Losing Your HEARING
or are your ears just plugged with EARWAX?

FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF!
You are invited for a FREE ear inspection

using the latest video technology to determine if
you could be helped by a hearing aid.
Now through (Exp. Date)

Call for an appointment now to avoid waiting! It’s All FREE!
FREE Video Otoscope Ear Inspection*
This show-all Picture of your ear canal is displayed on a color monitor,

so you’ll see exactly what we see to determine if you could be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Complete Electronic Hearing Test*
This Audiometric evaluation will precisely show you what you’ve been missing and if you

can be helped by a hearing aid.

FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries
If you now wear a hearing aid, you will receive one FREE package of Hearing Aid Batteries.

If we test your hearing to see if you could be helped by a hearing aid you will receive

another FREE Package.

FREE In-Office Repairs
All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be FREE…and factory

repairs, regardless of make or model shall be 50% OFF the total cost of the repair.

Introducing the NEW Chip in the Ear

In-The-Canal Advantages

Receiver-In-The-Canal Advantages

Open Fit/Receiver-In-The-Canal
Advanced, powerful technology allows even 
more options to wear this more natural sounding 
and comfortable hearing aid.
Open Fit hearing aids fit securely behind the ear 
and have a thin tube that directs the sound into 
your ear canal. The RIC (Receiver-In-The-Canal) 
provides more targeted sound with a speaker 
added to the end of the clear, thin tube.

More RIC Advantages:
• Smaller than ever
• More natural sounding
• Discreet and comfortable
• Best-in-performance features that reduce or

eliminate feedback and whistling
• The most versatile model - able to fit most

levels of hearing loss Most models are 
compatible with wireless Bluetooth® 
Technology 

•

CIC

miniRIC

ITC

RIC

ITE

XT RIC

• Individualized
• Sizes to meet your lifestyle
• Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
• Comfortable to wear
• Most models compatible with wireless

Blue tooth® Technology

• Versatile
• Utilizes the most advanced technology
• Uses the ear’s natural ability to locate sounds
• Rechargeable options
• Most models compatible with wireless Blue

tooth® Technology

ANOTHER GREAT WAY TO SAVE! LIMITED TIME OFFER!
Save on our advanced line 

of digital hearing aids.

BUY 1 GET 1 
50% OFF!

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers. One coupon per purchase. No other 
offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, ME-2, 
ME-3 hearing aids. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires 
(Exp. Date)

Offer valid on Model ME2400 100% 
Digital & 100% Programmable

Valid at participating Miracle-Ear® Hearing Aid Centers.
Limit one hearing aid per customer at the promotional price.

May not be combined with other offer and does not apply to prior 
sales. Cash value 1/20th cent. Offer expires (Exp. Date)

OPEN FIT TECHNOLOGY
$99

$ 

5.0
$ 

0
MSRP 3090 SAVE 2095

Some FEDERAL WORKERS and RETIREES may be eligible for Hearing Aids at NO COST That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No 
Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee! Most Insurance Plans are accepted including BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD**!

AT THESE PARTICIPATING MIRACLE-EAR HEARING 
AID CENTERS ONLY!

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evolution and ability to adapt to amplification. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine amplification needs only. These 
are not medical exams or diagnoses. If you suspect a problem please seek treatment from your physician. **Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Blue Cross, The Blue Shield, BCBS and Federal Employee Program are registered trademarks of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue 
Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated with nor do they endorse or sponsor the contents of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle-Ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the 
source of the services about which information is provided. Such trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.  The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement and 100% of the purchase will be refunded.
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LA GRANDE

111 Elm Street
La Grande, OR 97850

541-605-2109

BAKER CITY

2021 Washington Ave. 
Baker City, OR 97814

541-239-3782

ENTERPRISE

113-1/2 Front E. Main St.
Enterprise, OR 97828
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