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Access to trustworthy
information is critical
at this time of crisis

uring this coronavirus pandemic, access to accu-

rate and trustworthy information in your commu-

nity is as critical to life under quarantine and as
sought after as hand sanitizer and face masks.

Your local newspaper provides the news and information
unique to your community.

Where are the testing sites and who’s eligible, which busi-
nesses are open, what is the local online unemployment
benefit application process, and much more. But your access
to local news and information is gravely threatened by the
economic carnage COVID-19 has wrought.

While local newspa-
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health authorities in print
and online — at considerable cost — their revenues have
all but disappeared as the businesses that were their most
important advertisers were shuttered.

That’s why America’s Newspapers and other organiza-
tions representing local news providers are asking Congress
to take urgent action to ensure you don’t lose your vital
sources of timely and trustworthy information.

First, we’re asking that Congress expand and clarify the
Payroll Protection Program to ensure it covers all local
newspapers and news broadcasters.

While some of these outlets may be owned by large orga-
nizations, they must survive on their own. It’s only fair that
they should be included in any expansion of the program.
These loans will keep the newspaper employees — your
neighbors — on their payrolls and help get the news to you
in print as well as online.

We appreciate the bipartisan letter of April 19 from U.S.
Senators Maria Cantwell (D-WA), John Kennedy (R-LA),
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and John Boozman (R-AR) that
requested waiving the Small Business Administration’s
(SBA) affiliation rule to allow local media outlets to access
funding, pointing to the critical role these outlets play in
keeping communities healthy and informed.

Second, we are asking that the Trump Administra-
tion direct current federal government advertising funds
to local news and media outlets. These public service and
informative ads could be similar to the ones running right
now about the U.S. Census. They could carry critical gov-
ernment information about data from the CDC, access to
small business loans, medical resources for families and
other important topics. We’re asking for a commitment that
would be spent in an equitable manner across all local news
providers.

We also believe that there should be an immediate relief
package that is based on total newsroom employees. Some
local news organizations won’t survive without some type
of immediate grant or infusion that is tied to the organiza-
tion’s employees who directly work in the newsroom.

This is not a demand for an industry bailout by local news
providers. Instead, these measures recognize that local news
publishers are on the information front line of the corona-
virus pandemic, providing a public service vital to keeping
our communities safe, secure and sustained during this
unprecedented public health crisis.

Please contact the offices of your senators and repre-
sentatives in the U.S. Congress and tell them you sup-
port expanding the Payroll Protection Program to include
your local news source and that the federal government
should use your local newspapers or news broadcaster to
convey important information through public service ads.
And finally, let them know that a grant based on newsroom
employees is critical at this time. Visit www.usa.gov/elect-
ed-officials for their contact information.

Take this easy action to ensure that your access to
local information doesn’t become another victim to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you and may you and your
family remain safe and informed during this difficult time.

About the Author:

Dean Ridings is the CEO of America’s Newspapers, an
advocacy group for the newspaper industry.
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Your views

Sheriff Rasmussen needs to shed
light on investigation

I haven’t made up my mind who to vote for in
the upcoming sherift’s race. However, Boyd Ras-
mussen’s failure to shed light on a current judicial
review in the run-up to the race is concerning.

Instead of making derogatory remarks about an
opponent, it seems to me that Rasmussen should
make clear, to the extent that he is able, what this
matter is about. If he is unable to do so, he should
say so, and give us the reasons why.

Keeping whatever this matter is under the
carpet, when voters are trying to make up their
minds who to vote for, is a disservice to the voters.
I hope The Observer continues to cover this issue.

David Moyal
La Grande

We should be very concerned by
DA’'s motion to disqualify Judge
Williams

Union County District Attorney Kelsie McDan-
iel’s ill-informed motion to disqualify Judge
Wes Williams from overseeing criminal cases, if
allowed, will have a negative impact on the con-
stitutional rights of citizens living in Union and
Wallowa counties in and out of the courtroom.
Her willingness to jump straight to a motion to
disqualify him rather than pursue the avenues that

Write to us

The Observer welcomes letters to the editor. Let-
ters are limited to 400 words and must be signed
and carry the author’s address and phone number
(for verification purposes only). Email your letters
to news@lagrandeobserver.com or mail them to
the address below.

exist to dispute a ruling, such as filing an appeal,
leads me to believe she has an agenda.

Last year, 7,881 citizens from both counties
voted for Wes Williams to be their circuit court
judge. Many people who voted for Wes did so
based on years of professional experiences with
him and the firsthand knowledge that he is bril-
liant, fair and ethical, has an exceptional work
ethic, and loves everything about Eastern Oregon
and its people.

Wes Williams is exactly the kind of person we
deserve and need as a circuit court judge. The dis-
trict attorney’s motion to disqualify him is a step
to override the informed choice of the people.

Whether you voted for Wes or not, you should
be very concerned by the district attorney’s
actions. I encourage people to dig beneath the sur-
face and read the motion and the transcripts of the
hearings. You will learn, just as I have, that we are
being misled.

Cassie Miller
Union

CONTACTYOUR PUBLIC OFFICIALS

President Donald Trump: The White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 20500;
202-456-1414; fax 202-456-2461; to send comments,
go to www.whitehouse.gov/contact.

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley: D.C. office: 313 Hart
Senate Office Building, U.S. Senate, Washington,
D.C., 20510; 202-224-3753; fax 202-228-3997. Port-
land office: One World Trade Center, 121 S.W. Salm-
on St. Suite 1250, Portland, OR 97204; 503-326-3386;
fax 503-326-2900. Pendleton office: 310 S.E. Second
St. Suite 105, Pendleton 97801; 541-278-1129; merk-
ley.senate.gov.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden: D.C. office: 221 Dirksen
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C., 20510;
202-224-5244; fax 202-228-2717. La Grande office:
105 Fir St., No. 210, La Grande, OR 97850; 541-962-
7691; fax, 541-963-0885; wyden.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden (2nd District): D.C.
office: 2182 Rayburn Office Building, Washington,
D.C., 20515, 202-225-6730; fax 202-225-5774. La
Grande office: 1211 Washington Ave., La Grande,
OR 97850; 541-624-2400, fax, 541-624-2402; walden.
house.gov.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown: 254 State Capitol,
Salem, OR 97310; 503-378-3111; www.governor.
oregon.gov.

Oregon State Treasurer Tobias Read: oregon.
treasurer @ost.state.or.us; 350 Winter St. NE, Suite
100, Salem OR 97301-3896; 503-378-4000.

Oregon Attorney General Ellen F Rosen-
blum: Justice Building, Salem, OR 97301-4096;
503-378-4400.

State Sen. William S. Hansell (29th District/
Pendleton): Salem office: 900 Court St. NE., S-423,
Salem, OR 97301; 503-986-1729. Website: www.ore-
gonlegislature.gov/ hansell. Email: sen.billhansell@
oregonlegislature. gov.

State Rep. Greg Barreto (58th District/
Cove): Salem office: 900 Court St. NE., H-384,
Salem, OR 97301; 503-986-1458. Website: www.

oregonlegislature.gov/barreto. Email: rep.gregbarre-
to@oregonlegislature.gov.

State Rep. Greg Smith (57th District): Salem
office: 900 Court St. NE., H-482, Salem, OR, 97301;
503-986-1457. Heppner office: PO. Box 219, Heppner,
OR 97836; 541-676-5154; Website: www.oregonlegis-
lature.gov/smithg. Email: rep.gregsmith@oregon-
legislature.gov.

Oregon Legislature: Legislative documents and
information are available online at www.leg.state.
or.us.

City of La Grande: Mayor Steve Clements, City
Manager Robert Strope; PO. Box 670, La Grande,
OR 97850; 541-962-1309; fax 541-963-3333.

Union County Commissioners: Donna Bever-
age, Matt Scarfo and Paul Anderes; 1106 K Ave., La
Grande, OR 97850; 541-963-1001; fax 541-963-1079.

Wallowa County Commissioners: John Hill-
ock, Todd Nash and Susan Roberts; 101 S. River St.,
Room 202, Enterprise, OR 97828; 541-426-4543, ext.
11; fax 541-426-0582.

Elgin City Councilors: Mayor Allan Duffy, 501
N 11th St., 541-437-1016, mayor @cityofelginor.org;
Mary West, 260 N 5th Ave., 541-805-0443, council-
or3@cityofelginor.org; Kathy Warren, PO Box 697,
541-786-9611, counciloré @cityofelginor.org; Risa
Hallgarth, PO Box 525, 541-437-9462, councilor2@
cityofelginor.org; Rocky Burgess, 800 N 14th St.,
P.O. Box 854, 541-786-2417, councilor1 @cityofelgi-
nor.org; David Reed, 1011 Detroit St., PO Box 368;
541-975-3306, councilord@cityofelginor.org; Ryan
Martin, councilorb@cityofelginor.org.

La Grande City Council: Mayor Steve Clem-
ents, Gary Lillard, Nicole Howard, Corrine Dutto,
Mary Ann Miesner, Jim Whitbeck, Justin Rock;
through the city manager’s offi ce, 541-962-1309.

City of Cove: Mayor Del Little, (503)-508-6727,
504 Alder St., PO. Box 8, Cove, OR 97824, City Re-
corder Donna Lewis, (541) 568-4566.
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